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on the IVabash? for Danville I\-as but a ril- 
lage. 3Ir. Keeneq- can remember when 
\Vest Main street in Danville was over- 
grown \\-it11 jack oaks and hazel brusb The 
incoming settlers, hen-ever, soon 11-rougl~t 
a change in all this and in the work of de- 
velopment, improvement and progress lver- 
lnilion county has kept abreast with other 
portions of the state. hlr. Keeney is a sup- 
porter of the Republican party in which he 
has firm faith since attaining his majority. 
He and his wife attend the IIethodist church 
of Catlin and he served on its building com- 
mittee at  the time of the erection of its house 
of ~vorship. For a number of years he has 
been a member of the Fair -Association, for 
three years he \\-as its vice president and for 
ten years one of its directors, sen-ing in the 
former position at  the time the association 
was abandoned. In Catlin Lodge. 11. I\-. 
A., in 11-l-hich he holds membership, he has 
held office, and both he and his wife are 
connected with the Royal Neighbors. They 
are people of genuine worth, widely knoxn 
in this locality, and their friends are manj-. 

gumbered anlong the practitioners of 
Danville. the public has passed favorable 
jud,gment up011 the ability and labors of Dr. 
Bran-n, 11-ho was born in E(nos\;ille. Tennes- 
see, -April 9. 1830. his parents being Francis 
G. and l l a q -  (Bell) Brown. the former a 
native of Virginia and the latter of Tennes- 
see. They were married in Knosl-ille and in 
1838 came to Illinois. settling in liacoupin 
county. 11-here the father engaged in farm- 
ing. Subsequently he removed to Chester- 
field. this state. where his death occurred in 
1876. In politics he was a life-long Demo- 

crat and he was a member of the Baptist 
church. His wife died in 1864. and he af- 
tenyard married again. Of the nine chil- 
dren born of the firs: union. the folio\\-ing 
is the record : Elizabeth. deceased wife of 
George S. Huskej-: lo1111 H.. a resident of 
Carlim-ille. Illinois. \\-I10 married Martha 
Huskey. nou- deceased: llalinda. deceased 
wife of Joseph Rafferty. of Fort 11-orth, 
Tesas : IT-. -4.. of this re\-ieu- : Kate. wife of 
Elisha Harl~or,. of Barton county. 3lissouri ; 
Id. 11.. n-110 served three years in the Civil 
war. being slightlj- \\-ounded in the famous 
three days' fight at  Shiloll. and died in Los 
-1ngeles. California. \yhere he was the11 
making his home: Naq -  Jane. who was 

'married and is non- deceased: Laura and 
Harriet. t\\-ins. the former the 11-idow of 
Charles Saunders and a resident of Green- 
field. Illinois. and the latter the u-ife of John 
Leach. of Chesteriielcl. Illinois. 

Dr. Erown began his education in a sub- 
scription school held in an old log house in 
Kilos countx-. Tennessee. and follo11-ing the 
renlol-a1 of the ian~ily to Macoupin county, 
Illinois. he pursued his studies in the  com- 
nlon schools ~ ~ n t i l  eighteen years of age. af- 
ter \\-hicl? he engaged in farming with his 
father until he attained the age of twenty 
years. Subsecluentl\- he carried on farming 
on his o\\-11 account for t ~ o  !-ears and nest 
entered the Ion-a T_-niversity as a student in 
the I<eokuli Medical School. This \\-as fol- 
lo\\-ed by stud!- in JlcDo~\-ell College of St. 
Louis. In the inter\-a1 he had practiced 
meclicine to some estent and he later located 
in Renick. l\tissouri, a station on the 11-a- 
bash Railroad in Randolph county. where 
he remained in practice until 1862. He  
\\-as then appointed assistant stlrgeon in the 
First Provisional Slissouri Regiment and 
was in active service in 11Iissouri. remaining 
in the army for two and one-half years. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO

michael
Text Box
1903 Past and Present of Vermilion County IL - K - p.955 - 1057



956 THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

Dr. Brown arrived in Danville in 1864 
and opening an office continued an active 
and s~~ccessful representative of the profes- 
sion in this city until 1887, when he removed 
to Los Angeles, California, where he made 
his home until the fall of 1893, when he re- 
turned to Dariville and has since continued 
in this city. . 

On the 8th of January, r850, in Ma- 
coupin county, Illinois, occurred the mar- 
riage of Doctor Brown and Miss Martha 
Frazier, a daughter of William Frazier, a 
native of North Carolina, while the mother, 
whose name was Malinda Gallagher, was a 
native of Tennessee, in which state she gave 
her hancl in marriage to Mr. Frazier. He  
is a saddler hy trade but aftenvard engaged* 
in farming. His political support was given 
the Whig party until its dissolution, when 
he became a Republican and his religious 
faith was indicated by his membership in 
the Society of Friends. He died in Iowa 
in 1889, at the age of eighty-four years and 
his wife passed away in 1879 at the age of 
sixty-fo~~r years. In their family were eight 
children, of whom four are yet living. Mrs. 
Brown is among the deceased, her death 
having occurred in California, July 28, 
1888, her remains heing interred in Ever- 
green cemetery of Los Angeles. She had 
become the mother of three children, two 
of whom survive her: Monroe, who is en- 
gaged in the livery business in Danville; 
and Frank, who resides in California. He 
was married in California and has two 
daughters. 

The Doctor is a stalwart Republican and 
has always had firm faith in the principles 
of that party. EIe has twice served as a 
member of the city council. Formerly he 
was connected with various medical sociel 
ties and. he still belongs to the Vermilion 
County Medical Society. His long practice 

- 

of an important and varied character has 
made him a man of broad experience and 
capability and Dr. Brown well deserves 
mention among the leading representatives 
of his calling. 

-A. G. Smith, who is living on section 5, 
Middlefork township, and is familiarly 
called "Al" by his numerous friends in 
Vermilion county, is at  the present time de- 
voting his energies with success to the work 
of stock-raising and feeding. His landed 
possessions aggregate fourteen hundred 
acres and thus he is one of the extensive land 
owners of the coinn~unity. His farms are 
situated near Potomac and from the property 
he derives an excellent income. 

A native son of the county, Mr. Smith 
was born in Ross township, June 6, 1855. 
His father, John Smith, was one of the first 
settlers to come from England to this portion 
of the state, having crossed the Atlantic in 
company with Abraham Mann. Both of 
these gentlemen are represented on another 
page of this work. The father of our sub- 
ject was known as "English" John Smith, 
a title which distinguished him from others 
of the name in hjs part of Illinois. Pros- 
perous in business, he owned hundreds of 
acres of valuable farming land and was one 
of the prominent, influential and repre- 
sentative farmers and stock-raisers of the . 

county. 
Upon the old homestead A. G. Smith 

of this resiew spent the days of his boyhood 
and youth. I t  is not hard to imagine what 
kind of a boy he was. H e  pursued his 
education in the schools of Rossville and 
Danville and during the summer months he 
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worked in the fields. being early trained to 
habits of industry and enterprise-for these 
facts are shown forth in his subsequent 
career. H e  re~nainecl wit11 his father until 
he had attained his majority and assisted in 
caring for the home farm. I n  Dandle ,  on 
the 7th of October, 1875, he won as a corn- 
panion and helpn~eet for life's journey Miss 
Lizzie IVilkie. a daughter of James Bruce 
IL7iIkie, 1~110 \\-as a native of Scotland and on 
coming to the nen- 11-orld located first at 
>ladison. Indiana, n-here he reared his family 
ant1 spent the last days of his life. 

I l r .  and Mrs. Smith began housekeeping 
upon a far t?~ near Bluegrass, where he had 
s i s  hmldrecl and forty acres of land u-hicll he 
cultivatetl ant1 further in~proved. making his 
home there for twenty-two years. and in 
1899 he removed to the old family home- 
stead. taking charge of the place. Here he 
has built two residences and has remodeled 
the old house. EIe also erected barns ancl 
substantial outbuildings and in connection 
\\-it11 general farming has made a business 
of raising and feeding stock. fattelling for 
the market fro111 one to two h~uldretl head 
of steers ant1 a large drove of hogs annuall!-. 
H e  is justly accounted one of the successful 
agriculturists and stock men of Vermilion 
COLIII~Y and his prosperity is \\-ell deservetl. 
for he is energetic, yossesses laudable 
ainbition and strong determination in carry- 
ing out his plans. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith haye tu-o children. 
John Curtis. the elder. is married and fol- 
loivs agricultural pursuits on one of his 
father's farn~s. Laura is the wife of Hugh 
31. Luckey, a pronlinent farmer of Middle- 
fork to~vnship. where he is tlo\v serving as 

7 .  supervisor. 1 hey have two children--1lvin 
J. and Pauline. 

His fello\v to~vnsmen. recobpizing his 
worth and ability. called Mr. Smith to 

38 

public ofice and for five years he has served 
as township trustee. H e  is 'no\\- filling the 
position of comn~issioner of high\\-ays. and 
he has freauentiy been a delegate to the con- 
ventions of the Republican party. of which 
he is a stanch advocate, having thus fol- 
lowed in the political footsteps of Ilis father. 
His estensive business interests have made 
heavy tlemantls up011 his time to the esclus- 
ion of a great amount of political work. yet 
he never falters in performing an!- task tljat 
he feels \\-ill promote the \\-elfare and pros- 
perity of his natii-e county. H e  is leading 
a busv. useful. acti\-e antl honorable life ancl 
is one of the intelligent ancl highly respected 
resic!ents of ~litl<llPfork to~vnship. and \\-ell 
tleserves rnentiotl in the history of Vermilion 
county. 

A A - 

Pronlinent antl active in public affairs 
Captain S. S. Irwin is serving I~is third tern1 
as ~ostmaster of Rankin and is well knotvn 
as a business Inan of Vermilion county. 
\\-here he has lived for about twenty-three 
?-ears. A\-hile his residence in the state covers 
forty years. The Captain is a native of 
Ohio. his birth h y i n g  occurred in Brolvn 
county. --luglst 6. IS;,. He comes of a 
family of Scotch-Irish ancestry. representa- 
ti\-es of the name emigrating from -\yrshire. 
Scotland. to the net\- n-orld in the year 1667. 
They settled in Honej-brook, Pennsylvania. 
and S e ~ v  Jersey. John Irwin. the great 
grandfather of our subject. ,was born in 
Honeybrook antl emigrating westward be- 
came one of the pioneer settlers of Ohio. 
Robert, the grandfather of our subject. lvas 
born in Brown county. Ohio, and served hrs 
country as a soldier in the war of 1812 

He lived in the Buckeye state when the In- 
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dims were there in great numbers, the work 
of progress and improvement being scarcely 
begun. Almost the entire region was a vast 
wilderness and in the \\-ork of development 
and improvement he bore his part, aiding in 
laying broad and deep the foundation for 
the ftrture prosperity and improvement of 
his county. His son. John Irwin, the father 
of our subject, n-as born in Brown cotlnty 
in 1810 and after arriving at  years of ma- 
tnrity he married Jane Bratton, whose birth 
occurred in Highland county, Ohio, and who 
was thk daughter of John Eratton, also an 
honored pioneer settler and of English ances- 
try. John Invin was a farmer by occupation 
and reared his family in Brown county, where 
he spent his entire life, passing away in 1882, 
at  the age of seventy-two years. His wife 
died in 1848. In their family were eight 
children, three sons and five daughters, all 
of whom reached maturity. One son. IVill- 
jam R.. was a soldier of the Eighty-third 
Ohio Infantry and died at Hempstead, 
Texas, in 1884. Another brother of our 
subject, Joseph G. Irtvin, now resides in 
JVilliamsburg, Ohio. 

Upon the old family homestead in the 
stgte of his nativity Captain S. S. Irwin was 
reared. He had good school advantages. 
his preliminary education being supple- 
mented by a course of study in Lebanon 
Normal school. Later he engaged in teach- 
ing in Clermont county, Ohio, and then 
came to Illinois, taking up his abode in 
Douglas county, this state. on the 30th of 
-4ug~1st. 1857. H e  was employed as a 
teacher in the scl~ools of Camarg-o tl~rough 
the succeeding winter and later was elected 
school commissioner of Douglas county for 
four years. but went into the army before 
his term was up. During that time he and 
Congressman Joseph Cannon, then a candi- 
date for prosectrting attorney of the county. 

and our subject, a candidate for sch&l com- 
missioner, occupied the same office. They 
labored for their mutual success and became 
11-arm friends, their friendship existing to 
the present time. Successful in his election. 
Captain Invin fiIled the position of school 
commissioner of Doug-las county until the 
~7,-ar. 

He the11 felt that his duty \!-as to his 
country upon the field of battle and his ser- 
vice was continued until the close of the 
a .  I l e  enlisted on the 10th of July, 1861, 
in the Second Illinois Cavalry and went to 
the south as a private, becoming a member 
of the department of the Mississippi. H e  
participated in the battle of Bolivar and of 
Holly-Springs and at  the Iast named place 
was captured but he managed to cut his Ivav 
out and rejoined his regiment, which re- 
treated to Co!d 11-ater, but the next morning 
returned to the battle-field and drove the 
rebels oct of Holly Springs. Later Cap- 
tain 1rn-in participated in the siege ancl cap- 
ture of Vickshurg, being present at its fall 
on the 4th of July, 1863. In the fall of the 
same year he participatecl in the Red River 
campaign and was again with General 
Banks in 1864. On the 30th of March, of 
the latter year, he was 1vounded at Grand 
Ecore by a gun shot in the right elbo~i-, xhich 
temljorarily disabled him for field serl-ice. 
He  lay in the hospital for a time ancl n-as 
then granted a leave of absence and re- 
turned home, \\-here he ren~ainecl for two 
or three months. He then rejoined his reg- 
iment at Baton Rot~ge. Louisiana, and later 
was in the siege of hlobile. Spanish Fort 
and Fort Blakely. The last named fort 
capitulated on the 9th of April. 1865, and 
11-as the last fight in 11-hich Captain Irwin 
took part. He had been promoted to the 
rank of orclerly sergeant and afterward to 
first lieutenant and with that rank he did 
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active field service. In June. 1863. while a t  
Vicksburg he was promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant and during the last part of the 
war he served as such in the commissary 
department at Apalachicola, Florida. H e  
was three times u-ounded in defense of the 
old flag, and the regiment \\-as mustered out 
January 3, 1866. Captain Irwin has every 
reason to be proud of his lvar record. for he 
never faltered in facing the eneml- ancl 
though often found in the thickest of the 
fight he was ever loyal to the cause ~vhich 
he espoused. 

IVhen the war was ended he returned to 
-2fattoon, Illinois. and for ten years engaged 
in farming in that locality. He \\-as mar- 
ried in Mattoon. February 1 2 .  1868, to 
Sarah Noyes, who was born, reared and 
educated in that locality. H e  took his bride 
to his farm and continuecl its cultil-ation 
:inti1 about 1880. when he came to vetmil- 
ion county. Here he purchased a stock of 
general merchatldise. which he placed in a 
store in Peliville and in March. 1884, he 
re~nol-ed to Rankin, \\-here he has since en- 
gaged in business. He began operatioils on 
a s~mall scale. b~ i t  gradually he extended his 
business operations and added to his stock 
hardware ancl farm in~plements. -4s the 
years passed he built up a very prosperous 
business, ~ v l ~ i c l ~  is no\v conductetl by his so11 
and his partner under the fir111 name of Sloan 
& Ir~vin. The Captain Ixcame \\-ell kno~\-n as 
a merchant and his industry and enterprise 
brougllt to hi111 creditable success. 

The home of Cal~tain and Mrs. In\-in 
has been hlessec! nit11 three children : -\nna. 
a well educated young lad?-. n-110 is no\\- a 
teacher in the Tianclerbilt Industrial school 
at Bitmore. xorth Carolina: \\'illiam. a 
prominent business man of Rankin: and 
.Annette, who is conducting a photograph 

gallery in Rankin and is also serl-ing as as- 
sistant posmaster. 

In his po!itical vie\\-s the Captain has al- 
\Yaps been a stanch Republican. having sup- 
ported the part!- since John C. Fremont be- 
came its first presidential candidate in 1856. 
He has never failed to vote for each man 
11-110 has been at the head of the ticket with 
the exception of the year 1864. 1vhe11~ be- 
cause of his service in the army he could not 
cast his hz!!ot. He has .ken elected many 
times as jastice of the peace o i  his to\\-nship. 
serving continuously ancl eficie11t1~- in that 
office since 188 j- In 1889 he was appointed 
postmaster under General Benjamin Harri- 
son, n-as again appointed bj- President Mc- 
Kin1e.i- 'and for a third term by President 
Roosevelt. He has freiluently served as a 
delegate to county and state conventions and 
has put forth every effort in his power to  
promote the gro\\-th and insure the success of 
his party. Both lie and his wife hold mein- 
bership in the Presbyterian church of Ran- 
kin and he also belongs to the \lasonic fra- 
ternity. being iclentifiecl \\-it11 Rankin Lodge, 
_A. F. & -1. 11.: ancl Mattoon Chapter. K. A. 
11. He is also a member of the Grand 
..Army Post at Hoopeston. In all life's re- 
lations Captain Insin has she\\-n himself 
to be a man of genuine worth. being ener- 
getic and trustn-orthy in business. lo>-a1 in 
citizenship and faithful to the ties of friend- 
ship an<lfof the 11o11le. -411 \\-110 kno\\- him 
nccorti hiin hig11 respect and he has a very 
wide acquaintance in this county. 

Jacob P. Ells\\-orth. a retired farmer 
con- identified 11-ith the business interests of 
11-est\-ille as a general mercllant, represents 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



964 THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

one of the oldest families of Vermilion 
county. His father, Sylvanus T.' Ellsworth, 
first came to the county about 1840 and re- 
moved his fanlily to the home farm in Cat- 
lin township in 1854. The subject of this 
review was born in Vermilion county, Jan-. 
uary 8, 1847, his parents being Sylvanus T. 
and Zarelda (Graves) Ellsworth, the for- 
mer a native of Miami county, Ohio, and 
the latter of Kentucky. During his early 
life the father resided in the place of his na- 
tivity and was engaged in farming and log- 
ging there until 1840, when he came west 
to look at the country, believing that it 
might prove a good location for business 
ventures. He  afterward returned to Ohio 
and soon again came to Vermilion county 
and was here married. Later he removeci 
wit11 his family to Lewiston, Illinois, where 
he resided for a year, working out by the 
day during that period. Once more conling 
to Vern~ilien county he resided in George- 
town to117nship for about three years ancl 
then took up his abode or1 the old fanlily 
homestead in Catlin township, where he 
spent his remaining days, with the esceptjon 
of two years, during which he lived at West- 
ville with his daughter. Throughout this 
period he devoted his energies to agricul- 
tural pursuits, in ~vhich he met with good 
success. His wife died in 1587 and he n-as 
called to his final rest on the 12th of August, 
1901. They were the parents of seven chil- 
clreg: AMary E., the wife of Israel Bur- 
roughs, of Danville ; Margaret, who became 
the wife of William Currants and died in 
1585: Jacob P., of this review; Sarah. the 
wife of William D. Parker, a farmer l i ~ i n g  
on section 6, Georgetown township ; Eveline 
M., the wife of George Watson. a contractor 
of Danville; Levi Lincoln, who married 
Minnie Hodge and 'is living on the oicl 
homestead in Catlin township; and Cather- 

ine, the wife of \lrilliam C. Dukes, 11-110 was 
formerly engaged in the butchering busi- 
ness, but is noiv a carpenter of Georgeto\vn. 

The common school afforded Jacob P. 
Ellsworth his educational privileges and af- 
ter leaving the school room as a student he 
engaged in teaching in Danville towilsllip 
at the lIc3Iillan school house in 1870. He 
was employed in this capacity for sisteen 
months and in 1871 was the teacher in the 
Brooks Point scliool. In the \\-inter of 1872 
he had charge of the Rouse scliool, after 
which he returned to the Mchfillan school 
for one term. I l e  afterward took up his 
abode on the old honle farm, where he lived 
for a year and in 1871 he came to IVestvilIe, 
erecting the first store building in this place. 
Here he conducted a general store for a 
short tiine and then established another store 
in 1880, ~vhicI1 he carried on for a short! 
period and then sold out. He  afterward 
gave his attention to agricultural pursuits 
t~ntil 1889, ~-11en he accepted the clerkship 
ill the Iielly store of JVestville, lvhere he re- 
111ainetl for t~\-\-o years. In 1891 he erected 
his present store building and has since been 
engaged in general n~erchaildising. He 
likewise o~vns sevelity acres of land in 
Georgetoiv11 tot\-iiship and carries on geen- 
eral farming- and in connection ~vith his 
store he owns one huntlred and ten acres of 
the home farim in Catlin to\vnship, w1;hich is 
I-ented to his brother. 

Mr. Ells\\-orth has been twice married. 
He first \I-edded Sarah O'Neal. of Vermil- 
ion county, a daughter of Isaac O'Xeal. one 
of the first settlers here. She died June 21, 

1888, leaving t\\-o children : Austin, wPlo 
married May Lash and is living near West- 
ville; and Lola B.. at home. For his sec- 
ond wife Mr. Ellsworth chose Mary Donlon, 
of Danville, a daughter of Anthony Donlon, 
\vho is now deceased. They have one son. 
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Ralph Anthony Syli-anus. Theirs is a 
pleaant and attractil-e home in IVestrille. 
XIr. Ellsworth was the first police magis- 
trate of this place and held the office for 
four years. He is 1101\- assistant supervisor 
~f his to\\-nship and has held other minor 
positions. In  politics he is a Republican 
and belongs to the Christian church of 
\\-estville. 11-hile his ~vi ie  is a member of the 
Catho!ic church. He has been very ssuccess- 
ful in his business and is lvidely knolvn 
thronghcut this part of the county. He 
comes of arl old and prominent famiIy and 
his o1vn record is in harmony with the hon- 
41red name ~vl~ich has ever bell borne by the 
Ells~vorths in this portion of the state. De- 
pendent lipon his o\vn resources from his 
Lo!-hood clays he has been the architect of 
his o\\-n fortune and has builcled I\-isely and 
\\-ell. 

A - 

-1 creditable militas>- service. success in 
l~usiness and loyalty in citizenship-in these 
iei\- n-ords might he sumtnetl up the life rec- 
ord of Patten I-Iimrotl. hut the interest \vl~ich 
his many friends felt in him justifies a nlore 
estended account of a life that. I\-llile free 
f roil1 exciting episodes and f roll1 ostenta- 
tion and display. yet \\-as rich in all the 
nobler qualities that commancl respect ant1 
an-aken confidence. hIr. Himrod was born 
in IVaterford, Pennsj-I\-ania, January 20, 

1839, a son of David and -Abigail (Patten) 
Himrod. the former a native of 1\Iassachus- 
etts and the latter of JIaine. For many 
years they resided in \i-aterford, Pennsyl- 
vania. where the fat!ler n-as connected \vith 
the iron industry. operating a blast furnace. 
There he lived until his death, \\-hich oc- 

curred in 1880, his remains being interred 
in the IVaterford cemetery. In early man- 
hmd he gave his political support to the 
\17hig pzrty and upon its dissolution he 
joined the ranks of the new Republican 
party, while sociallq- he was identified 115th 
the Knights of Malta. -After his demise his 
11-idon- removed to Chicago. Illinois, \\--here' 
she passed away in 1900. her remains, ho\v- 
ever. being interred by the side of her hus- 
band, in I\-aterford, Pennsylvania. In their 
family \\-ere ten children. all of \\-horn 
reached nlature years. \vhile those still liv- 
i n g  are: Z'hebe. a resitlent of Chicago: 
Charles, \vho nlarried _\lice Judson and is 
the vice president of the Hinlrod Coal Com- 
pany. his home heing in \I-aterford. Penn- 
svl.,-ania; I<zt\- 11.. the wife of Thomas B. 
Eiggers. \\-ho 1-esides in Chickasha. Indian 
Territory: Kirk. of )\-aterford. Penns~-I- 
vania; Gertrude, the ~vife of Thomas -A. 
Ilagert!-, o i  Chicago : and Bernard. \v!lo is 
the presid.ent of the Hiillrod Coal Company 
2nd lives in 11-ateriord, Pennsylvania. 

Palten Himrod obtained an academic 
cilucat!or? in his natij-e to\\-n and after put- 
t ing aside his test bouks he filled the posi- 
tioi: oi boolikeeper for his father. thus hav- 
ing charge of the accounts of the blast 
furnace. He renlained in that position until 
tn.ent!--one yenrs of age, it-hen he decided to 
seek his fortut~e in the 11-est and nlade his 
\\-a>- to St. Louis. IIissonri. There. in July, 
~869. he enjisted in the military service of 
the go\-eri~ment. as a ~nember of Colnpany 
-4. Second United States Infantry. and \\-as 
sent to Fort _Ibercombie. in Dakota. ~vhere 
he remained until the outbreak of the Civil 
a The regiruent \\-as then ordered to 
the east. where he served until the erpira- 
:ion of his term in 1862. -After his dis- 
charge he returned to I\-aterford. His fa- 
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ther was a personal friend of Governor Tod, 
of Ohio, and that executive had Mr. Him- 
rod organize another regiment of volun- 

. teers, of which he became first sergeant of 
Company D, One Hundred and Fifth Ohio 
Infantry. H e  remained with that regiment 
until the cIose of the war and from time to 
time won pron~otion and distinction, being 
commissionecl captain on the 10th of July, 
1863. In  the latter part of 1564, in Geor- 
gia, he was captured and was sent to Colum- 
bia, South Carclina. Sherman was at that 
time on the march to the sea, and the rebel 
forces had to continually keep moving or 
their prisoners would have fallen into the 
hands of the Union troops. In March, 
1865, Mr. Himrod was paroled and taken 
to Annapolis, Maryland, where he was ex- 
changed, being at that place at the time of 
the assassination of President Lincoln, 
whose funeral he attended. X few days af- 
ter he was eschanged General Lee sur- 
1-endered ancl \\-orel was received that all 
officers who \\rere not with their reginlents 
might resign. This Captain Hinlrod did, 
and oilce more he took up his abode in IVa- 
terford, Pennsylvania. 

At that place he engaged in business 
with his coosin, IVilliam Himrod, opening 
a hardware store xvhich they conducted until 
1870, in n hich year the Captain reinoved 
to*\Voodson county. Kansas. Later he took 
up his abode near \iTinfielcl. Kansas, where 
he engaged in fanning. He had several 
land claims in that state and removing to 
Rice county he settled at a town then called 
Peace, although the name has since been 
changed to Sterling. There he embarked 
in the drug business and after a fe~v years he 
was appointed to fill out the unexpired term 
'01 county treasurer and at the next regular 
election he was chosen for a full term. H e  
proved a capable officer and upon his retire- 

ment from the position he was elected cash- 
ier of the Bank of Sterling, the town hav- 
ing changed its name in 1876. 

On the 6th of June, in that place, Cap- 
tain Himrod had been united in marriage to 
Miss Clara Lacy, \\rho was born near In- 
dianapolis, Indiana, September 2 ,  1842. 
They began their domestic life in Peace, 
Kansas, and Captain Himrod continued his 
connection with the bank ~\-hich in 1884 mas 
merged into the First National Bank and 
he remained with the institution as its cash- 
ier until 1898. He then became a resident 
of Chicago and accepted the position of sec- 
retary and treasurer of the Himrod Coal 
Company. In &lay, 1900, he removed to 
Danville. where he resided up to the time 
of his death, \vhich occurred Septenlber 10, 

1902, his remains being interred in Spring 
Hill cemetery. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hi~mrod hat1 been 
born but one cl~ilcl, David, who is repre- 
sented on another page of this work. N r -  
Himrcd \\.as an earnest Republican and \\-as 
to.\\-nsl?ip treasurer of Sterling to\vnship in 
Kal~sas for many years. He  belongetl to the 
1Iasonic fraternity having been nlade a Ma- 
son in Erie. Pennsyl~ania, in 1868, and 
after taking the degrees of the lodge he atl- 
vancecl in the order until he became a 
Knigl tt Templar. Various official honors 
were ~onferred upon him by the craft ant1 in 
his life he esetmplified its noble and benefi- 
cent teachings. -4 man of excellent business 
ability he llad keen foresight ancl sounc! 
judg~nent and adcled largely to his inconle 
through dealing extensively in cattle and 
land. \lihere~-er he \vent Mr. Himrod \\-on 
friends. I t  n-ould be almost in~yossible to 
find one 11-110 die1 not entertain for him re- 
gard. \vhile many gave to hiill a ~nttch 
warmer expression of esteem. Indolence 
and id1ent.q~ were utterly foreign to his na- 
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ture, nor was inertia manifest a t  any time, 
his career being one of progress, accom- 
plishment and advancement 

JOHN W. OSkL4N. 

John W. Osman is the sexton of f iood- 
lawn cemetery, the beautiful "city of the 
dead" which is situated at Indianola, in Car- 
roll tolvnship, Vermilion county, IlIinois. 
This position he has filled since 1889. He 
was born September 6, 1840, in Coshocton 
county, Ohio, and is a son of Ellis and 
Levina (Coy) Osman. The father fol- 
Ion-ed farming for a living and died in 
3'ladison county. Indiana, in 1864. from a 
fex-er. The mother also died from fever, 
near West Bedford, Coshocto~~ county, 
Ohio. She nras born in Vevay. Indiana, in 
I S I S  and died in 1841. She had t\vo sisters. 
Melinda I~lax~vell  and l l a ry  Je~vell, and five 
Lrothers. Levi, --ilonzo. Elisha, \\.'illian~ and 
Lorenzo. Ellis and Levina (Cop) Osman 
Ivere the parents of three children : _Andrew 
and John IV.. twins. and Hannah. -111dreu- 
and Hannah both died in infancy. 

.John \V. Osman of this re\-ien- spent the 
clays of his boy11ood and youth in the usual 
matlner of farmer lads of the periotl, enjoy- 
ing the pleasures as \\-ell as perfornling the 
duties 1\-11ich canle to him. \I-hen the coun- 
try became involved in Civil war. he re- 
sponded to the call for troops and enlisted in 
the Sixtieth Ohio \-olunteer Infantry. on 
the 12th day of February. 1864. remaining 
in the service until the end of the x a r  and 
receiving an honorable discharge. July as.  
186;. He participated in the battle of the 
~~i lderness ,  Spottsyll-ania. S y e  River. Sort11 
-Anna River, Bethesda church. Cold Harbor, 

Poplar Grove church, Pegram Farm, Hatch- 
er's Run, Fort Stedman, and Peterhrg, 
Virginia. Throughout his entire sentce he 
1 ~ 2 s  a valiant soldier and nobly fought in 
defense of the old flag and the cause it repre- 
sented. When the war was d e d  he laid 
down the weawns of war and entered upon 
the life of a private citizen, in which capa- 
city he has performed his duty so capably 
and well, as  when upon the battlefields of 
the south he follo~ved the starry- banner of 
the nation on to triumphant victory. 

On the 16th of 3Iay, 1869, Mr. Osman 
was united in marriage to Serelda Martin. 
a daughter of Benjamin Martin. Sr.. a farm- 
er of ivestville, Illinois. She had s is  broth- 
ers and six sisters, of whom iour brothers 
and five sisters have passed away, those still 
living being Benjamin. a resident of Indi- 
anola, Illinois; -4ndrexv. a resident of -4r- 
kansas: and Mrs. Frances Henderson. of 
Danville. Le\-i, -Alesander, John \\'illiam 
H.. Mary and lfarinda are deceased. Mr. 
and Mrs. Osnlan have one son. --il~a H.. 
who is no\\- tive~lty-seven years of age and 
assists his father in his xork. 

Mr. Osman is now sisty-t\vo years of 
age. but is as healthy and active as a man 
of forty, and he performs his duties as ses- 
ton in a manner \~-l~ich \vins the approval of 
all. The grounds of the cemetery are \\-ell 
cared for by him and the plants, trees and 
shrubs. which are tastefull!- arranged. are 
the recipients of his watchful attention. H e  
is an enthusiastic nlenlber of Charles -4. 
Clark Post, G. -A. R., of Ridge Farm, Illi- 
nois. and thus maintains pleasant relations 
n-ith his old army comracles. He delights to 
i~~clulge \\-ith them in reminiscences of that 
great struggle for the preservation oi the 
1-nion. and he is. as is natural he should be. 
1-ery proud of his war reccrtl. He is held 
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in the high regard and esteem of his fellow 
townsmen as is indicated by his long incum- 
bency: in his present position as sexton of 
Woodlawn cemetery. 

HON. JOSEPIi  G. CANNON. 

[We have to thank Colonel W. R. Jewell, the life 
long-friend of MT. Cannon, for the following sketch.] 

Joseph G. Cannon, Republican. of Dan- 
d l e ,  was born at Guilford, North Carolina, 
hIay 7; 1836, is a l a ~ y e r ;  was state's at- 
torvev of Illinois from March, 1861, to De- 
cember. 1368; was elected to the forty-third, 
fonrth, fifth, sisth, seventh, eighth, ninth, 
fiftieth, fifty-first, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
seventh and re-elected to  the fifty-eighth, 
rcceil-ing tn-enty-two thousand nine 11un- 
clred and forty-one votes to fifteen thousand 
tn-o hundred and fifty-four for H. C. Bell, 
Democrat, and eleven hundred and sixty-six 
for N. J. IVright, Prohibitionist. 

Such is the brief statement in the Con- 
gressional Directory of the fifty-seventh 
congress. 'I'his is characteristic of Mr. Can- 
non, who is modest beyond his merits and 
puts little value upon incidents of life. Be- 
ing asked by a magazine writer for an au- 
tobiography, his reply mas cl~aracteristic : 
"1 \\-as born of God-fearing ancl man-loving 
parents; I l-riade my-self ancl made a poor job 
of it." While Mr. Cannon so estimates 
himself it is u-ell known that he \I-as a sound 
acorn cast into good ground from the bough 
of a morally and physically healthy oak : 
that while his growth has been slow in the 
storm and stress of life, in the open, beneath 
the broad sky ; yet his every fiber is of tough 
oak, fit for the keel of Old Ironsides; that 
he is now one of the tallest and grandest 
arnollg -American statesman. The appear- 

ance of the man denotes his character. His 
features are strong, intelligent and firm. 
His eyes are blue, his hair light, and in youth 
his cheeks were ruddy, and he bordered on 
the handsome. Since maturity and a full 
deselopment o i  strength his features have 
beconle as r ~ g g e d  as those of Abraham Lin- 
coln, firm yet benevolent. Indeed, he be- 
longs to the Lincoln type of man by birth, 
ed~~cation and sentiment. 

His father was Dr. Horace F. Cannon; 
his mother's maiden name 11-as G~rlielnla 
Hollings~vorth; both u-ere of old Quaker 
families dating back thi-oug1.r Revolutionary 
times to the days of George Fox. There 
was a noted Q ~ ~ a k e r  preacher named Joseph 
John Gurney, who came from England as 
a missionary, and Dr. Cannon was selected 
to travel with him and thought so much of 
hi111 that when the subject of this sketch 
was born he was nailled Joseph Gurney Can- 
non, u-11icl1 has beell abridged illto the fa- 
miliar natne of J. G. Cannon. Hence 14r. 
Cannon had a birthright in that cl~urch ancl 
from his youth up was trained in its simple, 
honest, noble principles, which have been, 
and are to-day, the solid foundation of his 
moral life and of his stanch Republicanism. 

IIe grew to ~na~zhood on his father's 
farm. doing the ordinary 11-crk of farm boys 
of that day and attellcling districts schools 
in winter. Add to this a few terms in the 
acadeiny of Professor Barnabas Hobbs, in 
Annapolis, Parke county, Indiana, and that 
is the sum of his school education. Yet he 
is a nlan of wide reading and full of infor- 
mation. In his fourteenth year his father 
ifi going to attend a patient had to ford Su- 
gar creek, which was much stvollen, and he 
and his faithful horse were drownecl; his 
remains were never found, except a clavicle 
which his wife fondly kept and had buried 
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with her body at Tuscola a few years ago. 
After clerking in a store at  Annapolis 

for five years at  two hundred dollars a year. 
Joseph found that he had saved five hundred - 

dollars and with this fortune he went to 
Terre Haute and studied law with John P. 
Usher, one of the best lawyers of the west; 
thence he \vent to the Cincinnati Law 
School. I l e  had to econimize. of course, 
and he knew how and determined to suc- 
ceed. IVhen his law course \\-as finished he 
opened an office in Shelbyville , IlIinois. 
\vi~ere he became acquainted with such mer, 
as Judges Thornton, 3ioulton and others. 
His brother. \i'illiam P. and his mother re- 
moved from Indiana to Tuscola and he 
joined them there and resumed the practice 
of his professio~l. He said to a friend. "I 
found the legal pasture very short and had 
plenty of time to study and I improved it. 
\IThen T did get a little case I searched out 
all the authorities and n-ent over it time and 
again with mj- imaginary opponent. I had 
2 case at Ur.'oana in those days and xvalked 
from Tuscola to that place. with my coat 
on nlj- arm. because I could make wages 
n-alking." 

A t  Tuscola he met Miss Nary Pamela 
Reed, x h o  became his wife and \\-hose coun- 

- sel and keen intellect assisted him greatly 
in hi? career. Mrs. Canrlon 11-as a magnifi- 
cent lady, elegantly educated. strong com- 
mon sense, lofty ideals. and gave her hus- 
hand a steady and pon-erful support clt~ring 
those days of struggle. and after he became 
successful in life. She died in Danville in 
December. 1859. deeply mourned by a \vide 
circle of friends and especially by Mr. Can- 
non and his two daughters. Miss HeIen Can- 
non 2nd Mrs. Mabel Cannon LeSeure. 
Miss Helen. a noble and gifted lady. has 

been his constant companion and helper 
since the death of her mother. 

I t  \\-as at Tuscola &hat hlr. Cannon had 
the first tussle with the foundation of his 
fortune. He told the story himself as fol- 
lo:\-s: "IVe were as poor as church mice. 
we had to study strict economy. 3ly moth- 
er, good economical Quaker soul, said to 
me. 'Joseph, no\\* that thee is married thee 
must get thee a co~v-. a pig and a hive of 
bees.' I took mother's advice. I tried to 
milk the cow. but she kicked me over and I 
had to give that up as a bad job. I tried to 
feed the calf. but it butted me all around 
the yard anci tore my clothes nearly off. 
\'l'hen the bees were ready to sn-arrn I 
thought I n-ould go out among them like 
father used to do. and hive them: the bees 
got all over me. crawled under my shirt and 
stung me in a hundred different places and 
I hat1 to let them go. The only thing 1 
could get along 11-ith a t  all 11-as the pig. I 
could feed that, scratch its back and it \vould 
grunt. I got it good and fat and gal-e it 
away to a farmer: why. I could no more 
kill and eat chat hog than I could one of the 
v~enil>ers of tny own famil?-: I thought too 
much of it." 

In 1861 Joseph decided to run for state's 
attorney against 11-ard H. Lamon. at one 
time Abraham J-~IICO~II'S la\\- partner, after- 
~vard  marshal of the District of Columbia 
and an oficer of Lincoln's bodj- giarcl. La- 
Inon \\-as quite popular and extensively 
linon-n : Cannon \\-as cornparati\-el)- un- 
known. His friends tried to keep him from 
running but he had calculated and believed 
he conld win. IIThile living in Indiana he 
had attended the big yearly Quaker meet- 
ings in Vermilion Grove with his parents. 
traveling across the rough country in a farm 
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wagon. He knew every Quaker family of 
consequence in the region of Georgetown 
4 .Vermilion Grove. The mud was terri- 
Me, the streams were high and without 
bridges, but he swam his horse across them, 
\vent into the Quaker settlement, made a 
house to house visit, told them who he was 
and what he wanted. The good old people 
listened gravely and replied, "Yes, Joseph, 
tve know thy good mother and father and 
will vote for thee." They were as good as 
their ~yord  and, to the surprise of every one, 
when the primary was over, Cannon was 
nominated by a good majority and subse- 
quently elected. This office he held until 
1868 and during the time became so well 
known that 11e ventured to run for congress. 

In  1872 he made his first race for con- 
gress in the eleventh district, composed of 
the follo~ving counties : Champaign, Coles, 
Douglas, Macon, Piatt and Vermilion. His 
opponents in the convention which was held 
a: Tolona, were General Jesse H. Moore, 
then serving in cor.gress, Colonel J. IV. 
Langley, of Champaign, and Colonel Ly- 
man Guinnip, of Vermilion. On the first 
ballot Canno11 had but four votes from 
Douglas. The voting proceeded with but 
little change but with much excitement to 
the thirty-eighth ballot, when Vermilion 
gave her eight votes to Cannon: Coles and 
Macon follort-ed and the ballot stood Lang- 
ley seven. Moore four and Cannon twenty- 
six. Ilis noinination was made unanimous 
with thundering applause. H e  was called 
ancl made a modest speech in which he 
spoke so kjndly of his opponents that he won 
them over. H e  \\-as elected over his op- 
ponent Judge IVilliam E. Selson, of Deca- 
tur, by a large majority. 

Mr. Cannon has been nominated every 
two years since 1872 and always by accla- 
mation, and been re-elected each time by 

good majorities except in I@, the year of 
the great landslide, when McKinley and al- 
most the lvhole line of Republican congress- 
men went dowa. The ablest men in the op- 
position have been his opponents, including 
the eloquent, accomplished and brave Gen- 
eral John C .  Black. That he has been nom- 
inated by acclamation since his first nomina- 
tion testifies to his great political common 
sense and management. 

The main elements of his strength are: 
 st, His hard comnlon sense. He is a gen- 
ius of this type of men. H e  sees things as 
they are and knows ho\v- to meet them. ad, 
His steadfast integrity. H e  never falsifies, 
prevaricates or shuffles. H e  makes few 
promises: he keeps those he makes. He 
never inakes prorilises during a campaign. 
3(!. His knowledge of men. H e  knon-s men 
as the 111ost skilled merchant knows fabric; 
by the slightest touch. 4th, His steadfast- 
ness to tried friends. H e  never uses a ma;I 
to neglect hirn afterward. No man remem- 
bers services better and reciprocates mor: 
fully. jth, Ey his fairness ancl kindness to 
opponents. He has no feuds with any who 
desire to he friendly. One has to be a fussy 
man and fuss by liimself who continues to 
fuss with Mr. Cannon. H e  prefers to have 
men with him this year ~ v h o  were against 
him last year. 6th. By his natural demo- 
cratic manners, which are ingrained. He is 
one of the people in act and speech. His 
conversation is full of homely illustrations 
fro111 the fireside. the wayside. the shop. 
H e  enjoys a good joke and has a fund of an- 
ecdote rich and rare. which he tells as well 
as Joe Jefferson acts Rip Van Winkle. 7 t h  
His power as a speaker. While not elo- 
quent in word painting, yet he pours forth 
sound facts as a threshing machine pours . 
forth clean golden grain where the yield has 
been an hundred fold. The substantial peo- 
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ple who do the thinking and mold sentiment 
hear him with rapt attention. His clear cut 
facts gleam like neiv golden coin in their 
minds. H e  will no more misquote statistics 
or  facts than the pious preacher would mis- 
quote holy writ. Kow and then in his 
speeches he will tell a funny anecdote, but 
the great body of what he has to s a y  is 
solid, sound and goes to  the soul of affairs. 
"IVhat does Cannon say about it?" is in the 
mouths of his constituents when a new 
question of importance arises. Long since 
they have come to  trust in his hoivledge 
2nd integrity f ~ r  they know he is no denla- 
p p e  or trifler but a real statesman. 8th, 
His eminent ability as a legislator. It  is 
useless to enlarge on this. H e  is honest, 
faithful, forceful in congress. His political 
opponents acknowledge this. Jlr.  Cannon 
does not speak often in Congress ; but 1vhe11 
he speaks he has the closest attention on ac- 
count of the nlatter of what he says. He is 
one of the few members in the house \vho 
instruct the members. and in ~vhose state- 
ments they have confidence. "He is the 
ahlest nlan in either branch on business stat- 
istics." is lvhat Speaker Reed and other 
nlemhers 11a.r-e said. During the sternly 
clays of the 'Sos and '90s Reed. AIcKinley 
and Cannon were the big three 1v110, as com- 
mittee on rules and as leaders. fought and 
II-on great parliame~ltarp battles. His long 
and ahle service, his generous nature and 
his eminent ability as a parliamentarian. has 
made hinl speaker of the nest house (the 
fifty-eighth Congress) by the unanin~ous 
choice of the Republican members. 

Mr. Cannon is strictly domestic. His 
house is a large. substantial brick. 418 Sorth 
Vermilion street. Danville. presided over 
by his stately daughter. Mrs. Ernest 1. Le- 
Seure. Here. in his great library. he spends 

mt~ch of his leisure time and with his two 
beautiful grandchildren whom he loves and 
spoils, little Virginia and Helen LeSeure, 
while from its golden frame, with love-lit. 
smile of wife and grandmother, looks down 
the gracious face of the noble woman with 
whom he made life's morning march, when 
their bosoms were young, and whom he 
often sees in his visions and dreams. 

This is pre-eminent]>- the age of buciness 
3ctivity. In no era in the \\.orld's history 
has energy been so entirely directed in the 
channels of trade, of commerce, of produc- 
tion, purchase and sale. Each community 
presents as its representative citizens Inen 
prominent in business circles and in Dan\-ille 
among this number is James -i. Fleming. 
~ v h o  is to-day at the head of the Fairiveight 
Standard Scale Company. He \\-as born in 
Stark county. Illinois. July 28. 1860. His 
grandfahter. John Fleming. \\-as born in 
S e w  1-ork. but con~es of a family that doubt- 
less originated in Flanders. France. u-here 
the people are knou-n as Flemish and un- 
doubtedlj- because of this the name Fleming 
originated. The more immediate ancestors 
of our subject. ho~vever. were residents o i  
Irelailcl and fro111 the Emerald Isle came to 
-America. founding the family in Sen- JI-ork. 
The grandfather married a Niss Hibbler 
and for a time they resided in Canada. 

_A. H.  Fleming, the father oi  our subject. 
\\-as born in Canada and lived for a time in 
Sew Jersey. but \vi-hen tw-at!--one years of 
age he came to Illinois. settling in Stark 
county. in 1856. There he married Miss 
Catherine JIcIntosh. a native of that locali- 
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ty, and they lived upon a farm there until 
the fall of 1872, when they removed to Iro- 
quois county, Illinois, residing there- contin- 
uously until 1880 with the exception of one 
year spent in Nebraska and in Iowa. In 
1583 Mr. Fleming took up his abode in the 
vicinity of Hoopeston, Vermilion county, 
and in 1895 located in the town, where he 
engaged in the real estate and insurance busi- 
ness. H e  is now living there and is a re- 
spected and ~vorthy citizen. A Republican 
in politics he has never sought o r  desired 
office, but is alu-ays interested in the pro- 
gress and welfare of his county, state and 
nation. He belongs to the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, in \\-hich he is serving as a trus- 
tee. His wife died May 24, 1890, and two 
of their seven children have passed away. 
The f i ~ e  now living are : James A. ; II~ill- 
iam A., of hlilford, Illinois: Enoch, of 
Hoopeston; Allen T., of Peoria: and 
Charles IV., who is a mail clerk and resides 

- in Paducah, Kentucky. 
James &A. Fleming pursued his education 

in Stark courlty and in Iroquois county and 
as an attenclallt of the schools of Milford. 
H e  then entered the Grand Prairie Setnin- 
ary. at Onargo, Illinois, after I\-hich he pur- 
sued a course in the commercial college 
there and n-3s graduated in 1882. For 
seven years thereafter he resided upon 3 
farm, \ ~ - l ~ i c l ~  he continued to cultivate and im- 
pro\-e and later he Ivas employed by the El- 
gin Kational \lTatch Company a short time. 
IJe was also in the service of the \Vestern 
Publishing Con~pany of Cl~icago for a year 
and a half and later became local salesman 
for the firm of H. Hartman & Company, 
dealers in scales, of Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan. H e  also sold 11-indmills, his territory 
being the state of Illinois, and he continued 
in that b~~siness until 1896. In March, of 
that year, Mr. Fleming established the Fair- 

weight Scale Company. which was incorpor- 
ated June 11, 1900, for the manufacture of 
farm, elevator, stock and small platfonn 
scales. The business has grown to large 
proportions and the product is no\\- shipped 
to every state in the Union. Mr. Fleming- 
is the president and treasurer of the com- 
pany, w-hlle F. -4. Fleming is its secretary. 
'fhe factory is located at Xo. 22-23-24 
Franklin street, but in the spring of 1903 the 
company intend to  build a large modern 
factory to be thoroughly ecluipped with the 
latest machinery and accessories. They paid 
rhirteen thousand five hundred clollars for a 
tract of land, which has been subdivided and 
is now known as the Fair\{-eight Standard 
Scale Company's Subdivision. The lots 
have been placed on the market and have al- 
ready secured a good sale. Mr. Fleming- 
retains possession of two of these on \vl~ich 

expects soon to erect a fine residalce. 
On the 25th of December, 1890, occurretl 

the ~llarriage of our subject and Florence 
Patlgitt, \\-I10 \\-as born in Coshocton coun- 
ty. Ohio, in 1860, a daughter of John L. 
and i3izabetl-7 (Heaton) Yadgitt, \\-11o n-ere 
natives of Ohio and n-ere inarrietl in that 
state. Her fzther engaged in the pottery 
business until 1871. \\-hen he removed to 
T - \/erinilion county. Illinois, ant1 here began 
farming. He  \\--as a Republican in politics 
and \\-as a loyal inember of the hletl~odist 
Episcopal church. In the family were three 
claughters of \\-horn the living are : Mrs. 
Fleming and Celle, the wife of Robert Brill- 
hart, ivho resides near I<nosville, in Marion 
county, Iowa. Xr .  ant1 Mrs. Fleming no\v 
haye three cl~ilclren : Charles Irving Eu- 
gene, lmrn in Hoopeston, April I. 1892 ; 
Edith Leora, born in Hoopeston. March 17, 
1895; and Florence Louise. borh in Dan- 
ville, July 29. 1899. Mr. Fleming gives his 
political support to the Republican party, 
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but while he believes firmly in its principles 
he has always refused to become a candidate 
for office. He holcls membership relations 
with the Modern Woodmen of America and 
in the lletllodist Episcopal church and co- 
operates heartily in every movement which 
he believes will contribute to the general wel- 
fare. His ou-n life history is one of pro- 
gression for 11e has continually ad\-anced 
from the time when he completed his com- 
~nercial course of study and entered upon 
his business career. He  has watched el-ery 
opportunity to take a forn-ard step and has 
utilized them as they have been presented 
and through his unfaltering industry and 
persistency of purpose he has continttally 
worked his way up~vard until he now OCCLI- 

pies a leading position in industrial circles 
of his adopted city. 

GEORGE 117. HOSKIMS. 

George IVashington Hoskins is num- 
bered an1ong the native sons of Vermilion 
county and has reached the seventy-third 
mile-stone on life's journey. I le  was born 
three and one-half miles southwest of 
Georgetown near the little Vern~ilion river, 
Feburary 20. 1530, and at  the prsent tirne 
lle resides on section 7. Blount to~vnship. 
His father. ;Izariah Hoskins. was born in 
Virginia. -August 17, 1799, and leaving that 
state emigrated to Illinois, starting fro111 
what is called- the horseshoe bend of the 
Ohio river. This was about 1825. His 
uncle Uorgan, building a boat in \vhich to 
travel, they made their way down the Ohio 
river to Cairo. This was a flatboat and in 
consequence they had to float with the tide. 
On reaching Cairo they left the boat and by 
'overed wagon came to Vermilion county, 

after several ]\-eels spent upon the road. 
The father of our subject settled on what 
was called Helt's prairie and later he re- 
moved to the vicinity of Georgeton-n, set- 
tling in the edge of the timber. H e  married 
Sarah S\t-isher and they lived in a district 
\\-here the Indians were numerous and where 
the work of development and improl-enlent 
seemed scarcely begun. Mr. Hoskins of this 
review has often heard his mother relate 
!l;xv 111dians -\-isited their home at  the time 
( ~ i  the Black H a n k  war. The co~~n t ry  \\-as 
all in a wild state when the father pur- 
chased a tract of lantl, in 183 I. ancl set- 
tled cn the south side of what is knou-11 as 
\i7alnut Go\-e, where the prosperous village 
af Rossville now stands. ii.\.-he11 he took up 
his abode at that place there lvas only one 
family living in the entire grove and only 
one xvhite family resided between that place 
2nd Chicago. The city of the present day 
\\-as but little more than a fort \vl-hich was 
garrisonel for protection against Indians. 
-4zariah Hoskins haulecl ~vheat to Chicago 
at that tinie. selling it for fifty cents per 
bushel. after \\-hich he 11-ould return with a 
load of pro~isions and \vl~en night overtook 
him 11e \vould camp out by the road, waiting 
for the morning light in order to resume his 
journey. It was nothing then to have both 
llorses stuck in the mud. for there were nlany 
slougl~s and the district was very \vet. The 
Kankakee and Iroquois rivers had to be 
forded am1 fro111 the Kankakee across the 
prairie for eighteen miles there -\\.as not a 
single house. Danville had only one store 
in it at that time. Mrs. Hoskins spun the 
flax and 11-001 to make the clothing for the 
family for summer and winter use and the 
subject of this review never had a suit of 
anything but homemade clothing until he 
was twenty years of age, \\-hen he purchased 
some cloth. hired a tailor to cut it and emb 
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ployed a neighbor \\-oman t o  make it. In 
these pioneer days there were no matches 
and the settlers used to pick punk in the tim- 
ber and use flint and tow in starting a fire. 
If their own fires were e ~ t i n ~ i s h e d  they 
would often g o  to a neighbor to borrow fire. 
In these early days corn sold for ten cents 
per bushel and other crops brought prices 
fully as low. Houses were lighted with tal- 
low candles, which were made by dipping a 
wick into melted tallon-. After this was al- 
lowed to cool it was again dipped into the 
hot tallow and t l ~ e  process continued until 
the candle had reached the required size. 
Later, candle moulds lvere made prior to the 
tune when kerosene come into use. Oittimes 
candles were fastened to the bushes in the 
forest and around these the early settlers 
gathered for the purpose of worshipping God, 
for religious services were held in the groves 
before churches were erected. Later a log 
building was used both for church and school 
purposes and about 1540 a frame house of 
worship was erected in this neighborhood. 
The girls would carry their shoes to church. 
putting t h a n  on just before entering the 
building and removing them immediately 
after the service. thus practicing economy. 
The church was a united one. all clenomina- 
tions worshipping there. but to some estent 
the people were bothered by the 340rrnons. 
ior Joseph Smith n-ith is band of follo\vers 
had not then left this state for Utah. Xza- 
riah Hoskins was a prominent and influen- 
tial man in his con.~munity and took an active 
part in the pioneer development of the state. 
H e  died in his seventy-fifth year and his ~vife 
passed away in her nineti\--first ):ear. Tn the 
family were eight chilclren, of \~iioiil s i s  
sons reached manhood and five are yet living 
hetween the ages of sisty-two and seve~lty- 
two years. All hase reared large families 

and there are thirty-six grandchildren and 
eighty-three great-grandchildren. 

George \Vashington Hoskins -was edu- 
cated in a log schoohouse with slab benches 
and a huge fireplace. CJpon the home farm 
he was reared and assisted largely in the 
work of de~eloping and cultivating the place. 
The first plon- which he used had a 11-ooden 
mold board and \~rhen he was eighten vears 
of age he used a plow with a single shovel 
made by the blacksmith of the communitj-. 
\fThen he became a factor in the fields reap 
hooks n-ere just being clone away with ancl 
the cradle just coming into use and he has 
cradled grain many a time for a dollar per 
day. H e  has also split two hundred rails in 
a single day receiving fifty cents for his 
I\-ork. H e  can also remember distinctly the 
old crane which hung over the fireplace and 
from it was suspended the iron kettles in 
n-hich the dinner was prepared. This was. 
lloivever. a great impro\-ement upon the old 
method of cooking in the ashes and when 
the cook stoves were introducecl it was re- 
garded as a nlost n-onderful thing. Hos- 
pitality in those days reigned supreme and 
I\-hole families .\voulcl go 011 a visit to one of 
the neighbors. On the 7th of June. 1867. 
George IV. Hoskins purchasecl his father's 
farm and has remained here continuously 
since. He has also added to his landed pos- 
sessions and he no\\- o~vns three hundred ancl 
forty acres of the best improved land of the 
county. all fence<l ancl supplied \\-it11 i~odern  
equipments.. He broke one huncired ant1 
tu-enty-three acres of prairie and made the 
rails n-ith ~vhich to fence his place. going 
from eight to ten iniles in order to secure 
the timber and then hauling the rails to his 
home. 

Mr.. Hoskins was married April 2. 18.54. 
to Mary E. Gritton. 11-11o was born in P?rke 
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county, Indiana, January 39, 183 I and came 
to this county when ten years of age. Her 
parents were Amos and Elizabeth (Holt) 
Gritton, the former a native of Kentucky 
and the latter of Sor th  Carolina. Xfter his 
marriage Mr. Hoskins settled upon a farm 
in Ross to\\-nship for which he paid six dol- 
iars per acre. there remaining until he pur- 
chased his father's old homestead. 11-hen 
he began housekeeping his uncle vouched for 
the payment of a set of chairs and a break- 
fast table to furnish the little log cabin. The 
first cupboard was made by boring holes into 
the wall with an auger and then upon \\-ooden 
pins placing boards which \vould hold the 
dishes. Later he secured tn-o boxes and. 
putting them on a block, a curtain was hnng 
in front and thus a c~lpboard was made. 

Cnto Mr. and Mrs. Hoskins have teen 
born nine children, one being still born while 
another died at the age of seven months and 
a third died at the age of thirteen years. 
They reared and educated six of their chil- 
dren, all of \vhom married and settled within 
six miles of the old homestead. These are: 
George R.. who wedded Alice Fairchild: 
'CVilliarn C.. 11-110 wedded Nary Hall : Theo- 
dore --I., \~-l-ho married Carrie Huffman : John 
IV., ~ v h o  married 91ary E. Huffillan ; Sarah 
E., the cleceased wife of Elijal~ Potter: and 
Harriet B.. who became the 11-iie of Henr;: 
Potte~,. Both of these men \\-ere sons of 
William H. Potter, an honored pioneer of 
Ver~l~ilion county now in llis eighty-seventh 

. year. Mr. and Mrs. Hoskins have t\venty- 
five grandchildren and there \\-ere five great- 
grandchildren. four of whom are yet living. 

Mr. Hoskins has served as t a s  collector 
and as school director and has been identi- 
fied with the building of the schoo!~ and 
churches of this locality. Since 1876 he has 
been closely identified with the Churcll of 
Christ and has served as an elder for many 

years, while formerly he was a trustee. In  
politics he has always been a Democrat. 
earnest in his advocacy of the party. Both 
he and his wife belong to the Old Settlers 
-2ssociation of Potornac and have attended 
many reunions. In every sense of the word 
he has been one of the upbuilders of the 
county \vhich he has seen developed from a 
wilderness to a district of highly cultivated 
farms and thriving to\\-ns and cities. Feu- 
of the native sons o i  the county hare so long 
resided within its borders as 1Ir.  Hoskins 
and his life has ever been exemplary and 
may \\-ell serve as a source of inspiration and 
encouragement to others. 

JOHX 11-I\-HCGH. 

John >la\-hug11 is living on section 10. 

Butler to\v~lship, and is a representative of 
the farming and stock-raising interests of 
this portion of 1-er~nilion C O L I I I ~ ~  and he is 
11-ell known. His far111 here conlprises one 
hundred and sixty acres of rich land near 
East Lynn. He \\-as born in Mason county, 
Kenttlcky. near the Ohio ril-er, December 23. 
I 833. His father. Fielding S1al;hugh. was 
a native of 1-irginia. where the iarnily had 
been established at an early day. \\:hen 
a young Inall Fielding 1\1a\-hugh removed to 
I<entock?-, \\-here he \\-as lnarried to Jane 
Dison. a native of Mason count!-. He the11 
devoted his attention to agricultural pursuits 
and it \\-as upon the home fan11 there that 
the subject of this review \\-as reared to 
manhood. early becoming famiIiar u-ith the 
work oi  field and meadon-. as he assisted his 
father in the cultivatio~~ o i  the home place. 
After his father's death he and his elder 
I~rothers carried on the farm for a number of 
\-ears and subsequent1~- John 1Iayhugl1 pur- 
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chased a farm in Fle~ning county, Kentucky, 
continuing its development and improve- 
ment for some time. 

I t  was in the month of October, 1567, 
in Mason county, ICentucky, that Mr. May- 
hugh was united in marriage to Miss Xice  
Dye, who was born and reared in that state. 
He carried on his farming interests in Flem- 
ing county until 1577, in which year he re- 
moved to Vermilion county, Illinois, pur- 
chasing a farm upon which he now resides. 
This place was fairly well improved, but he 
has since laid many rods of tiling and has 
further cultivated his land until it is now 
very rich and productive, being a pleasing 
feature in the agricultural landscape. H e  
has since bonght one hundred and sixty acres 
on section 4, an improved farm \vllich he 
owns in addition to the home place on section 
ro, Butler township. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. hlayhugh 
was blessed with five children : Edwin, \vho 
is operating his father's land on section 1, 
Butler township; Isaac, who is a graduate 
of the Philadelphia Medical College and is 
now engaged in the practice of medicine in 
Tndianapolis, Indiana; Thomas G., who has 
recently completed a course of study in the 
Michigan University at Ann Arbor. having 
graduated in the class of 1902 ; Mary and 
Martha, who are at home and are graduates 
of the high school at Indianapolis. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Mayhugh 
is independent. His first vote was cast for 
James Ruchanan in 1856, his last for Iliill- 
iam McKinley in 1900, but he does not con- 
sider himself bound by party ties. H e  has 
been elected and served for one year as town- 
ship collector of Butler township. but the 
honors and emoluments of public -office have 
had no attraction for him. A friend of edu- 
cation he stands as an earnest advocate of 
good schools and for years he capably served 

as a school director. H e  has for about 
thirty years been a devoted and loyal member 
of the Christian church and his aid and in- 
fluence are given in support of every measure 
which he believes \+-ill contribute to the gene- 
ral good and to the uplifting of his fdlow 
men. hlrs. Xfayhugh, who was also a fajth- 
ful member of that church, died on the 1st 
of Fehr~~ary,  1903, and was laid to rest 
in East Lynn cemetery. Mr. Mayhugh has 
led a life of industry and enterprise and since 
corning to Vermilion co~tnty he has been con- 
nected with the work of development and im-* 
prolrelnent here, a work that has wrought a 
~.i;onclerful transformation evolving the coun- 
ty from a district of swamps and sloughs 
into a spletlclid agricultural community. 

A. G. PHELPS DODGE. 

X capitalist. no\v living a retired life in 
Danville. .-I. G. Phelps Dodge is an hon- 
ored resident of the city and one who has 
cleep interest in her welfare and progress. 
Since attaining his majority his active co- 
operation has been a helpful factor along 
lines of advancement in every portion of the 
country in which he has lived. His name 
figured very prominer~tly also in business 
circles tllroilg-h a considerable period and 
11is influence has been felt in political cir- 
cles, and yet Mr. Dodge has never sought 
to f i g r e  cor~spicttously before the p~tblic in 
any light. content to devote his time to the 
supervision of his invested interests and to 
give his attention to  a consideration of the 
momentous cluestions which are shaping 
the trend of American his'tory. H e  is, 
however, a inan of broad humanitarian prin- 
ciples and of deep human sympathy and 
those ~ v h o  have had occasion to gain an in- 
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sight into this side of his nature speak of 
hiin in terms of highest praise. 

Mr. Dodge was born in Kew 170rk city, 
r k ~ ~ ~ g ~ l s t  23, 1534. His ancestral history is 
one of close and long connection with the 
early annals of America and back through 
several cent~tries in England can the records 
be fo~md n-hlch tell of the connection of his 
ancestry with affairs of importance on the 
< c nlerrie isle." -A patent, bearing date of 
April S, 13ob. states that "Peter Dodge, 
centleman of the to\\-11 0 2  Stop\vorth, coun- - 
ty of Chester, England." did such loyal and 
valiant service for his sol-ereip. Edu-arc1 
I. that he and his heirs forever were ,en- 
titled to "have, enjoy and use" a coat-of- 
arms. Cheshire \\-as the original English 
home of the farnily. The first ancestor in 
America ~i-as Il~illiam Dodge, ~ v h o  arrived 
in Salem, llassachusetts, July 10, 1629, and 
he was known by the title of "blr." \i-I-l.licl~ 
was conferred only upon persons of prom- 
inence and moral worth. Fro111 l ? T i l l i a ~ ~ ~  
Dodge and his brother Richard have sprung 
fainilies ro be found in almost every state 
of the Linion, and the representatives of 
the name have \yon honor in the various 
wars of the countq-, have gained distinction 
in various walks of life and have recorded 
their opinion npon the legislative history of 
the states and the congressional records of 
the nation. I t  \vould be to intrench upon 
the pages of history to give a detailed ac- 
comt  of the pttblic service of the distill- 
-islled members of the family. One of the 
most enlinent men of the nation, however. 
was the father of Anson G. Phelps Dodge. 
\vllo \\-as a \\-ell kno\\-n philanthropist and 
merchant of S e w  york city; also member 
of congress for a i lumber of years from that 
state. 

-4. G. Phelps Dodge came to Danville 
in 1886 and was married to  Miss Rose 

39 

Voorhees, a daughter of Peter and Mary 
Voorhees. H e  is no\\- living a retired busi- 
ness man, but has contributed to the real 
estate interests of Danville and to the im- 
provement of the city. In former years he 
\\-as largely interested in the lumber business, 
both in Canada and 'the United States- 
For nine years he was a resident of Canada 
and durir-ig that time sen-ed as a member 
of parliament in 1872 and 1873. H e  is a 
nlan of co~~siderable 11-ealth-large-hearted 
and generous. Oi  broad education and ex- 
tensij-e knon-ledge. of innate culture and 
breadth of view, his personalit\- has gained 
him friends where\-er he llas gone. H e  oc- 
cupies an attractive home in Dalville and 
iron1 this point super\-ises his invested inter- 
ests. \\-hile en joying \\-it11 his ~ v i  fe the com- 
p:unionshi~ of a large social acquaintai?ce. 

So prominently and actively jvas -Amos 
Snlitll \Villiams connected wit11 the business 
activity and substantial developnlellt of Dan- 
ville that no history of the state \\-oultl be 
co~ilplete \vithout mention of 11;s career. He 
\{-as born here. -August 22,  1831~ a son of 
,iinc.s \\-illia~l?~, ivlm \\-as of Gennan ances- 
rry ancl who came to vermilion county at an 
early date. Tile father was one of a famil!- 
of five children. H e  carile to Vermiliotl 
county at an early date in its upbuilding and 
development and, settling in the village of 
Danville, took an active and helpful part in 
the ~vork  of early improvement. H e  was 
also prominent as a leader in political affairs, 
11eld almost every office within the gift of 
the people of the county, was one of the 
early surveyors, also sen-ed as county clerk 
and \\-as the first postmaster of Dan\-ille. 
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I n  his family were six children: Maria 
Louise, born a t  Butler Point, Vermilion 
county, February 22, 182 j ; Ben jamin 
Franklin, born in Danville. April 19. 1829; 
Amos S.. \\-11o 11-as the third in order 'of 
birth: Charlotte E., born in Daiir-ille. De- 
cember 30, 1533: Nary  Julie, born in this 
city. January 12. 1536 : and Enoch ,1.. born 
here July I j. 1838. 

Amos S. II'illian~s of this revien- acquired 
early education in the schools of I'ermilion 
county and continued his studies in Paris. 
Illinois. -At an early age he became inter- 
ested in business as a hard\\-are inercl~ant. 
H e  spent se\-en years in California and upon 
his return to Illinois opened a harclware 
store. H e  was afterward engagecl in the 
queens\\-are and coal business estensive1~- 
for a nunlber of years, but his last years \\-ere 
spent in l~onoral~le retirenleilt from 1al)or. 
His carefully illanaged mercantile interests 
had brought to him a handsome comperence. 
H e  was also associated \\-it11 many oti~er i n -  
portallt busi~less afiairs of the city-enter- 
prises. \~-hicll not 0111)- prornoted his incIi\-icl- 
*-121 success but also contributed to the petle- 
T T . ~  prosperity. H e  possessed keen clisceni- 
merit a11d \\-a< (luicii to recognize business 
opporti1nitie-s al~tl  11-hatever he undertool; 
11e carried forn-arc1 to successful completion. 
H e  was instrunlental in estal~lishing and con- 
ducting the iron \\-agon \ITorks, one of the 
earlv factories of the city. also the Starch 
IVcrks and a bos factory, and he was the 
vice-president of the first street car company 
org.xlized in Dan\-ille. All his efforts thus 
ied to the substantial upbuilding and im- 
provement of the city. H e  possessed in- 
domitable enterprise, marked sagacity and 
reliable business jud,gment and these quali- 
ties proved of great benefit in carrying on 
enterprises of general worth. At the same 
time his carefully conducted affairs brought 

to him a splendid financial retr~rn and in the 
closing years of his life he n-as enabled to 
enjoy a well merited rest, surrounded by all 
of the comforts and nlany of the luxuries 
11-hich go to make life I\-orth the living. 

On the I 5th o i  Februal-J-, 1860. Slr. 
\\-illiams \\-as married to Miss Sarah Jane. 
a daughter of George Grejson, and a native 
of Danr-ille, born October 19, 1535. Her 
father came to 1-ermilion county as one of 
its early pioneer settlers and died n-hen his 
daug-liter n-as only seven weeks cld. He 
\\-as of English birth anel in early life crossed 
the _Atlantic to ,America. -A g-entle~~~an of 
sterling I\-orth, of strong individuality and 
markecl strength of character, he command- 
eel the regard ailel confidence of all \\-it11 
n-horn he \\-as associatecl. In  his fanlily were 
five children, but onlj. two are no\\- Iiving. 
Eotll Sir. ailcl SIrs. Greyson n-ere cle~otetl 
members of tlle Methodist church. 

The home of SIr. and Mrs. T\'illiams n-as 
1)Iessed n-it11 five children, of n-horn one diet1 
in infanc~-. The others are : Lennie. born 
_lpriI 23, ISGZ ; Ernest, \1-110 ~ v a s  born Xov- 
ember 5. I 864. and died July IS, 1873 : 
17ictor, born Ma>- 20. 1868; and Carroll. 
horn --Ipril 27, 1871. 

Slr. 11-illiams was a me~nber of the SIetll- 
otlist c h ~ ~ r c h  in earl;- years and in later life 
became an acti\-e meml?er of the Episcopalian 
church. contributing liberally to its support 
and doing all in his power t o  ad\-ance its 
growth and upbuilding. In politics he was 
a Democrat, never faltering in his allegiance 
to the party. H e  \\-as one of the promoters 
of business interests. of ed~icational and re- 
ligious \\-ork in D a n d l e  and thus contri- 
btltecl in a very large measure to the improve- 
illeilt and progress of the city. H e  ~vrought 
along lines of the greatest good to the great- 
est number and his life \\-as so honorable 
and upright that it cotl~ma~ldecl for him the 
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unqualified confidence and respect of all with 
\\-horn he was brought in contact. H e  died 
one the 13th of February, 1891, and Dan- 
\-ille nlourned the loss of one of its \-alued 
citizens. His career was a long. bus!- and 
useful one anel although he 11-as earnest and 
active in business he never allowed the pur- 
suit of wea!th to l\-arp his kind?- nature. 
being to the end of his life a genial friend. 
one ~vhom it \\-as a pleasure to kno~i- and 
meet under ally circuinstance. B -  his use- 
fulness anel general 11ene1-olence he created a 
nlemory \\-hose perpetuation does not depenc! 
upon brick or stone 1,ut upon the spontane- 
ous and free\\-ill offering of the grateful and 
enlightenecl people. 

Ed~i-art1 C. -Ibdill \\-as born May 14. 
1840, a son of Irad and Rebecca _\1111 

( 11-atson) .\hdill, the former a native oi 
Ohio ant1 the latter o i  Kentucky. In their 
famiiy were four ~011s 11-110 reached matul-it>-. 
The iat l~er  \\-as a hard\\-are merchant. cars!-- 
ing on br~siiless along that line in Incliana 
for a nv.mber of years. 

Ecl~varcl C. -1bdill lvas reared under the 
parental roof. p n r s t ~ i ~ ~ g  his edrrcatio~l in the 
pul>lic schoo!s. E e  was a ?-oung man of 
only t\\-e~;t\--one years. n-hen the Civil war 
lji-olie out, but he hail \vatched ~ v i t l ~  interest 
the progress of el-ents in the south, noted 
the dissatisfaction in the southern states CIII 

account of the gro\\-ing opposition to the 
slavery systenl and he resol\-ed that if an 
attenlpt \\-as made to 01-erthro\x- the Union 
he I\-ould strike a hlo~i- in its defense. The 
war cloud gathered over the land and on the 
I 5th of -August, ISGI, LIr. -\bdill carried out 
his determination t o  become a soldier. join- 

i11g the boys in blue or' Cornpan\- B. Eleventh 
Indiana 1-olunteer Infantr?-, under the com- 
nland of Colonel I,e\\- (aftern-ard General) 
'\\-allace. \\-it11 his regiment he participat- 
ed in a numl~er of important engagements, 
i~~cluding the battles of Fort Henry and Fort 
Donelson. t ~ v o  of the most hotlx- contested 
engagenlents in the early part of the I\-ar. 
Me \\-as detailed for special lllail service, 
ha\-ing charge of the mails and dispatches a t  
General Grant's heaclcluarters. This service 
he rendered so etticiently that in December, 
r SG;. he n-as promoted to the rai'k of first 
Iieutenallt and acljutant o i  the One Hundred 
and Twentieth I~~rl iana Infantry. -1fter the 
fall of 1-ickshurg he \\-as desig-nated by Gen- 
eral Grant to bear to the north the ofiicial clis- 
lntches annoi~ncing the great victor);. S o t  
ionp after t?lis Mr. -ibdill \\-as assigned to 
(!ut\- as assistant atijutant general of the 
I-irst Brigade, I:irst nil-ison, Tn-entj--tl~ird 
-Ann\- Col-ps. H e  took part in the battle of 
',7icksb~~rg and the Atlanta campaign and a t  
ieilgtll was discharged on acco~mt of disabil- 
it!-, in August. 1864. His n-as a n~ost  crecl- 
itable and !lono:-able nlilitar!- record. in ~ v i ~ i c l ~  
he \\on continuo~~s promotion b- meritori- 
c~us contluct upon the field of battle. 

31r. --Jlic!i!l came to Illinois at the close 
of the I\-ar in 1865 ancl located in Fair~nount, 
11-here he eqtablished a Ilarcl\vare business, 
conch~cting it 'or three \-ears. In 1868 he 
:-e;llo\-ecl ro Danville nntl entered into part- 
nershil~ \\-it11 his oider I~rotller under the firll~ 
name of .ibdilI Erotl~ers. dealers it1 hard- 
r e .  This entel-prise \\-as continued sxc- 
cessfull>- up to the time of his tleath. His 
I>usiness career \\-as a creditable one. because 
of his fidelity to correct business principles. 
his unquestiolled 11onest~- and his earnest de- 
sire to please his patrons. These qtlalities 
also contributed to his success. \\-inning for 
him a handsome compete~:ce. 
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During the period of the war Mr. -4bdill 
was married on the 13th of ,lugust, 1863, to 
Anna, daughter of Joseph Peters, one of the 
honored pioneers of Danville, 11-ho came to 
this city in  1533. H e  made his way here an 
entire stranger. H e  had no capital and l.\-as 
without influential friends or acquaintances 
a t  this place, and from an obscure position 
he arose to one of eminence, leaving the 
ranks of the many to stand among the suc- 
cessful few. Soon aiter his arrival he took 
up the study of law and in order to support 
himself while pursuing his la\\- studies he 
engaged in d r i ~ ~ i n g  a team and follo\~ed 
other occupations that would yield him an 
honest living. During this time he del-oted 
all of his leisure to the nlastery of jurispru- 
dence and eventually was adnlittecl to the 
bar. H e  then entered upon the practice of 
his professioil and soon gave proof of his 
marked ability as a lasvyer. He uras strong 
in arg-~iment, logical in his deductions and 
prosecuted his cases \vi th great clearness. 
His devotion to his clients' interests \\-as 
proverbial ant1 he prepared his cases \\-it11 
great thoroughne~s. Xt an early age, such 
was his nlarked ability in his profession that 
he was elected county judge of Vernlilion 
county and served two terms. Other public 
honors were collierred upon him, including 
election to the office of state senator, and he 
left the impress of his individuality upon the 
legislation enacted during his membership in 
the upper hotlse. While serving in the 
senate he contracted a .  cold \vhich greatly 
undermined his health. He went to Denver, 
Colorado, hoping that he would be benefited 
by the change but it was of no avail and he 
died a t  the comparatively early age of forty- 
seven years. In his political affiliations he 
was a Republican. He studied closely the 
q~~est ions and issues of the day and had a 
stateman's grasp of public affairs. Christi- 

anity was also oile of the motive powers of 
his life and he was kno\vn as a consistent ant1 
faithful member of the &Iethodist Episcopal 
church. His wife, who bore the n~aiden 
nanle of Henrietta Blakely, was a native of 
Kentucky and died in Danville at tlle age o i  
fift_v-six years. In their family were four 
children, who reached adult age. 

The marriage of our subject ancl his \vife 
was blessed with four chiltlre~~, all of \vhonl 
are yet living: Charles P., n-ho is no1.v the 
senior menlber of the hardware fi1-111, con- 
trollirlg the busiiless \vhich was established 
by his father; Mrs. Bertha English, 11-110 is 
a resident of I\Ieinpl~is, Tennessee; Cath- 
erine; and Henry B. 

1Ir.  -Ibdill was very prominent in public 
affairs, being well fitted for leadership. be- 
cause of his strong it~dividuality, his marked 
patriotism and his desire for tlle good o i  the 
county rather than for self-aggranclizenlent. 
In politics he was a strong Republican. H e  
was oficiallj- coilnected xi-it11 the Spring Hill 
Celueterjr _Issociation as its secretary ailtl 
treasurer. H e  \\-as a tnemlxr of the Loyal 
Legion ant1 was largely interested in locat- 
ing the Soldiers' monument a t  this place. 
contributing generously to the work, as well 
as beconling a champion of the cause. H e  
\\-as largely instrunlental in building the 
I'erimilion County Hospital, served as one 
of its trustees, also as president of the board 
of directors. was likewise overseer of the 
building, and served on various coilltnittees 
co~lnected with its successful concluct. H e  
held me~nbership in the Kinher Methoclist 
Episcopal church and to his efforts was 
largely due the erection of the present house 
of worship. -1 deep feeling of sadness 
spread throughout Danville when it was an- 
nounced that Edward C. Abdill had passed 
from this life, but while those who knew him 
remain his nlemory will be cherished, not 
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so much on account of the splendid success 
~ v l ~ i c h  he achieved in business, not because he 
corltributed to the improvement of the city 
2nd pro~tloted the commercial activity, al- 
though these l\-ould make hiin \\-orthy to be 
long remembered, but because of his life of 
lielpiulness and good cheer. of broad s\-111- 
pathy and his deep interest in ancl labors lor 
the benefit of his fellon- n1en. His nature 
\\-as so kindly and genial that lie \\-on not 
merely regard but that deeper feeling 11-hich. 
call it frietl<lship or love. binds Inan in close 
relations to liis fellon- rllen in ties n-hich 
 aught can sever. Thus it was that Dan- 
\-i!le has seldonl so \\-idel>- and sincerely 
niou~-t~etl the loss of one of her resideii;~. 
1-or thirty-six years he n-as closell- associaie(1 
I\ it11 her history atid man!- of his fl-ientls. in 
~ l ~ o u g - l ~ t  at least. In\-e l>reatl~eti the senti- 
n~en  t . 

"I-!e \\-as a Illan. rake hi111 for all in all. . . 
1 slla11 not look upo:i hi5 lilie again. 

Since the yeat- 187-3, L. C. Sc~rr is  has 
I:een a resiclent of '\-errnilion cot~nt!- ant1 to- 
(la!- is n~~lnberetl anlong the leatling ant1 in- 
fuential nlell of Hoopesto~l. H e  \vas born 
in -1dams cotmtj-. Penns~-lvania, on the Itl? 
of l1a~- .  1846, liis parents being Eden ant1 
Eliza (Cress) Sorris, both of n-horn are 
natives of the Ice!-stone state. the father 
of Fnglish desceut \vhile the mother \\-as of 
German lineage. Our subject comes ot' 
good old Re\-olutionan- stock, his great- 
grandfather. Colorlel Upton, ha\-ing cont- 
manded a regiment it1 the 11-ar for independ- 
ence. The father of our subject 11-as quite 
pronlinent in political affairs. exerted a 
strong influence in behalf of \\-hat he be- 

lieved to  be for the welfare of his corn- 
i11~11itj- and for tivo terms he served as clerk 
of the court. In the famil!- \yere ten chil- 
clren. seven sorls and three daugl~ters. those 
still ii\-ing being Basil H.. a resident of Can- 
ton. Ohio : lTar!- E.. 11-110 is living in Phil- 
adel~hia.  Pennsvli-attia ; and L. C. 

- i t  the age of seventeen -ears  I,. C. 
Sorris began to earn his on-n li\-elihood. H e  
had ~ursued  a commo:l school eclucatiotl and 
it n-as liis intention to gain a collegiate 
eclucntion. but el-ents forced him to give up 
tllis plan. -It the outbreali of tlie Civil I\-ar 
tivo ot lii.; brothel-.;. Thomas C. and 11-esle~. 
enlisted ior service in the United States 
.4ml\- ant1 each remained at tlie front for 
tiiree !-ears. L. C.  Snrris \\-as the on1)- son 
~vho  remainetl at home ancl there 11e (lid 
lati-iotic se71-ice. acting as fifer for three 
cliffel-e:lt conll>nnie.; that n-ere raised it1 Get- 
t~-sburg. It \\-as this \vhich rendered his 
collegiate course it;ipossible, but lie put aside 
his o ~ v n  inter-ests in bel~ali of his coutitry 
and his 111nrtia1 111~sic analiened the echoes 
::mong- tlie moutltnins \v!iich \\-ere the \\-it- 
:le.;ses of one of the most sanguinar!- coil- 
ilicts \\-11icli as ever nccurrecl in the history 
of the \vorl<l. -At tlre age of nineteen l I r .  
SOI-ris !e?rnetl the carpenter's trade. _ Later 
lie in!lo\?-e:l farming for t\\-n years and then 
resmmed carpentering \~liicli he has car]-ietl 
oil coi?titil1~711~1y sirice, ant1 toda!- he is one 
o f  the leading co~~tmcto~-s  and builders of 
j Ioopeston. I11 tlie j-ear 1872 he moved 
iron1 Gettysburg. Pentis?-11-ania, to this 
to\\-11. I\-liich has been his home continuously 
since. He has 1)een constantl!- associated 
\\-ith b~iiltling interests in Hoopestoll arlcl in 
tile vicinity, and has erected as many as t ~ v o  
hundred buildings in this place. includiug 
the llo~nes of -4. C. Sihbett. -1. Honey\\-ell, 
Mrs. Thomas liite. George Clark. John 
Leod. Mrs. -1. C. S i l k t t .  and Jacob Decker. 
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In the country he also erected the residences 
of Henry Fritz, RIr. Ripley, and of Messrs. 
Thurman and Simon Graves, Miles Odle, 
Jack Holmes, Hanson Leod. and John Har- 
mon. I-Ie has also taken and executed the 
contracts for several schoolhouses ancl 
churches, including the Christian Science 
church, XI-hicl~ he erected at a cost of seven 
thousand dollars. H e  has done considerable 
contract work outside of the county and 
he employs f r ~ m  two to fifteen men during 
the season. 

In Littlesto~vn, Pennsylvania, in Octo- 
ber, 1868. l r r .  Norris was united in mar- 
riage to Miss -4mancla Lightner, who n-as 
born in -\dams county. Pennsylvania, lIarcl.1 
22,  1847. In her parents' family were five 
children : Ed, Calvin, xeivton, William, 
and -Amanda. Lnto  Mr. and Mrs. Xorris 
have been born the folloiving children : 
Harry I,.. who ivedtlecl Mary Felloi\-s and is 
engagec! in general n~ercha~~dising in Burl- 
ington, I~ltliana ; 3rautle B., the n-ife of -\. C. 
Sibbett. an extensive land owner of Hoopes- 
toll who has eleven hmldrecl and forty-sis 
acres of la11 (1 in f lli:~ois and 3Iissouri ; Mabel 
C., the n-ife of Il'illiam Ferguson, \vho is 
inailager of the bmr?ch hoard of trade of 
Hooyeston ; Ernest E., who holds a good po- 
sition \\-it11 the Southern Railroad at lJiash- 
ington, D. C.; Ethel L. and Zoe Juanita. at 
home. Mr. Sorris has provided all the chil- 
dren with good educatioilal privileges and 
with the esception of the youngest tiso all 
are graduates of the high school. In  his 
political affiliations our subject is a Repub- 
lican and scoially is connected wit11 the 
Knights of Pj-thias. The  family stands 
very high in Hoopestoil and our subject and 
his wife 11old membersl~ip in the Christian 
church, while Mrs. Norris also belongs to 
the T.adies Aid Society. The true western 
spirit of progress and enterprise are mani- 

fest in the career of our subject i ~ h o s e  pro- 
gress from a humble financial position to 
one of affluence is marked. Vie\?-ecl fro111 
any standpoint his life may be said to be a 
success-and it is the success not merely of 
tile mrin who prosecutes a prosperous in- 
dustrial life intent only upon ~vinning 
11-ealth, but that of a man 11-110 advances pub- 
lic good in promoting individual prosperity. 
The insight illto :he character of a repre- 
sentat i~e Anlerican never fails to offer much 
of pleasing interest and valuable instruction, 
ancl the life of l l r .  Sorris  certainly fur- 
nishes food for deep and profitable thought. 

This gentleman n-as for several years a 
lvell kno~vn and highly respected citizen of 
Dan\-ille, holding the positioil of chief 
engineer ia i\Trigl~t's Flouring Mill. H e  
~ 1 - a ~  a natil-e of S e w  York. his birth having' 
occurred ii; Dansville, Lix-ingston comity, 

that state, on the 6th of May, 1841. His 
father. Peter Schario, Ivas born in Germany, 
\\-here he folio\\-ecl the occupation of a 
stationary engineer until his eilligration to 
,America. -li ter spei~di~lg some time in 
Canatla, he removed to Bufialo, Seiv 1-orli, 
and later to Dansville, that state, ~i l l~ere he 
contin~~ed to malie his home until called to 
his final rest. H e  (lid not follo~v his trade 
after coining to this country. 

IVhile young Xndre~v Scllario learned 
the business of a stationarj- engineer under 
his father's direction, and obtained a good 
practical educatio~l in the scl~ools of Buf- 
falo, Ne\v York. Later he followed his 
chosen occupation in JVaterloo, Canacla, anti 
St. Lollis, X'lissouri, remaining a t  the latter 
place only a short time, however. H e  next 
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 vent to  Perrys~ille, Indiana, where he 
lvorked a t  the salne occupation, being ern- 
ployed as engineer in a flouring mill there 
for nine years. 

In the meantin~e l l r .  Schario ~ v a s  mar- 
ried at that place to Miss Catherine Manges, 
11-110 was born it1 Dayton, Ohio. in 1848, and 
is a daughter of Charles Manges, a native 
of Pennsylvania. ,It an early day her 
father remol-ed to Eugene. Indiana 11-here 
he 11-orked at the carpenter's trade ior 
seine time and tllell canle to Vermilion 
co~u~ty .  T!linois, settling near the I-illage of 
Humrick, \\-here he purchased a snlall farm. 
In co~l~lecrion \I-it11 the operation of his land 
he continued to I\-o~!< at his tracle through- 
out the remainder of his life. L-nto Mr. and 
Mrs. Schario was born but one cllild, John 
F., \ ~ h o  marrietl Miss -4nilie Kunpt and re- 
sides in St. I,ouis, 1Iissouri. \\'bile living 
in Danville he \\-as employed as firenla11 on 
the Chicago t% Easter11 Illinois Railroad for 
several years, but is now round house fore- 
inan for the l\[issouri Pacific Railroad 
Coinpaily at St. Louis. Mrs. Schario also 
has a son, Leo Schario, ~ v h o  x a s  born 
January 7. 1888, and is a son of ller hus- 
band's deceasetl brotller. John Schario. 

The subject of this rel-ien- continued to 
reside in Eugene. 111diatla. until 1873. \\-hen 
he callle to Dan\-ille, Illinois, and entered the 
\Irright's Flouring Mill as engineer. H e  
was soon after~vartl promoted to chief 
engiileer and l l r .  11-right gave him full 
charge of his clepastment. H e  put in a nen- 
Corliss engine and made man>- neecled im- 
p ro~eme~l t s  in the plant. colltiiluing to llold 
that responsible position until his death, 
11-hich occurred 011 the ?St11 of March, 1887. 

In  his political r ie~vs  31r. Schario \\-as 
a stalwart Democrat. H e  n-as an active and 
prominent rnernher of St. Patrick's Catholic 
church of Dan\-ille and of the Catholic 

Knights of -\merica, being president of the 
society in Danville at the time of his death. 
H e  ]\-as al\~-aj-s a hard working, energetic 
man, very del-oted to his family. and true 
to e\-en- trust reposed in him. H e  left his 
nidou- in comfortable circun~stances, she 
being the owner of a nice home at So .  701 
Collett street and other property at the cor- 
ner of Sortft and Hayes streets and at the 
corner of Co~nnlercial and Buchanan streets. 
In the care of the estate Mrs. Schario has 
t1ispla~-ed good business and executive 
abiliq-. and she is a lady \vho makes mail! 
\~-arm friencls. being held in high regard by 
all \vho knox her. 

Prominent among the leadillg and \\-ell 
~ I IOIYI I  resiclenrs of 1-er~nifion county is the 
gentleman whose name introduces this 
sketch. 1101~ li\-ing on a neat and well culti- 
~ a t e d  farm of sixty acres one-1.1alf nrile 
nortll of the olcl homestead on \vhich his 
11-ife \\-as reared. Mr. Wansoil \\-as born in 
Patnam count>-. \\'est 1-irginia. October 9. 
1S32, and \]-as reared ant1 educated in that 
COLIII~>-. H e  is a son of Ja11les and Mary T. 
(1Iinos) Hanson. both 11ati1-es of 1-irginia. 
In  1872 Mr. I-Ianson. being thal  tu-entj- 
>-ears of age. removetl fro111 1-irginia to 
Indiana. Ivorking there b>- the month for 
four \-ears. He the11 came to 1-ennilion 
co~mt\-. Illinois. in ISTG. and for the first 
tv-o Tears \\-orlied 11)- the month for Edn'ard 
Rouse. 

01-1 the 4th of July, 1878. Mr. Hanson 
was unitetl in marriage to Marl- -_inn Rouse. 
a daughter of Edward Rouse. a prominent 
poineer of Vermiliotl county. \1-11ose sketch 
appears elsewhere in this work. Her mother 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



983 THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

bore the maiden name of Minen-a Martin. 
Mrs. Hanson was born on the old home- 
stead, April 23, 1857. Mr. Hanson rented 
his present place of residence for four years 
after his marriage and then purchased the 
place. It comprised sisty acres and \\-as all 
in timber land. This he 21% tiled, cleared 
and Improl-ed until it is one of the nlodel 
farins of the county. H e  has also added to 
his landed possessions as his capital has in- 
creased until no\\- he o\vns one hundred and 
fifty acres of improx-ed land, nearly all of 
section 36, Seu-ell to\vnship. He  raises his 
olyn cattle and horses. which are of a good 
grade. He  and his wife have been thrifty, 
ambitious and energetic and througl~ their 
united efforts 11a1-e acquired a very co~x  fort- 
able competence, which enables them to en- 
joy many of the comforts and luxuries of 
life. When they first settled on the farm 
they lived in a t ~ o - r o o m  house, but 111s. 
Hanson has since built a substantial home. 
~vhich is pleasing to the eye and affords a 
place of rest and etljoyment to the 011-ners. 
The 1iospitalit~- of the home is estended to 
nially frialcls, and Mr. and Mrs. Hanson 
are popular and honored residents of Sewell 
to~vnship. 

Their marriage has been blessed \\-it11 
five children : Virginia Agnes, born on the 
home farm, April S. 187s. married IYilliarn 
B. Canine, who 11-as born in Indian& Jttly 
6, 1873, their marriage being celebrated 
October 11, 1899. H e  is a son of filont- 
gomeq- and Celia (Russell) Canine, natil-es 
of Montgonlery and Parke couhties, In- 
diana. respectively. Mr. Canine came to 
Vermilion county in 1899 and he and l ~ i s  
wife reside a b u t  one mile from the old 
homestead on which the latter was reared. 
They are the parents of one daughter, Celia 
Hanson Canine, the only great-grandchild 
of Edward Rouse. Rlr. and Mrs. Canine 

are members of the Primitive Baptist church 
and he is a Democrat in political view. 
The second child in the family of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hanson was Iiinerva Jane, who died 
April 4. 1885. aged tn-o years, three months 
and seven days. Otto il. died February 24, 
1889. a t  the age of tn-o pears, eleven months 
and twenty-seven days. Sylvia C. lives at 
home with her parents. as does also Ruth 
Valeria. the youngest of the family, now a 
bright little maiden .of four summers. 

In his political views Mr. Hanson is a 
Democrat, having firill faith in the princi- 
ples of the party. He has served as school 
director in his to~~-nship for nine years and 
the cause of education has in him a warm 
friend. .At present he is serving as school 
trustee. He has lived in his present home 
for tn-ent~--four years. IIThen he came to 
Verinilion county it n-as not in the state 
of progress, improvement and prosperity 
that it is to-day, ancl Mr. Hanson has takefi 
:in a c t i ~ e  ant1 helpful interest in its g ro~v t l~  
and upbuilding. Every inovement and 
measure inteiidecl for tlie betterment of his 
con~munity has received his able support and 
endorsement, and he is to-day nurnberecl 
among the substantial citizens of Vermilion 
county. -- 

PETER I-OORHEES. 

In pioneer tillles the iToorhees family 
was estal-~lishecl in Verinilion county and 
througl~ the many pears 11-hich el-sed from 
that period up to the time of his death Pe- 
ter i~oorhees \\-as an active and honored 
citizen. Iiis business interests became es- 
tensive and yet he did not allon- the accumu- 
lation of wealth to mar his kindly nature. 

H e  was known as one of the wealthy 
farmers of the county-at one time the 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 39 1 

largest land on-ner in Ke\vell to\\-ilshil+but 
he 11-2s not interested in the accumulation 
of wealth beyond \\-hat \\-auld bring the com- 
forts of life. He  was never knon-n to take 
ad\-antage of the necessities of his fellon- 
man ill  any business transaction. H e  n-as 
rtl\~-a!-s ready to make a bargain as much 
for '*the other fello\v" as for himself. So- 
cial and genial. he loved mankind. He had 
a q:lick and responsi\-e sympathy ior those 
in tlistsess or trouble. and \\-as often in his 
helptuiness more generous than u-ise. E'os- 
sessetl ot an ei er 1-enc1~- sense of IILIII~OS and 
love of pleasure, he \\-as an attractive man 
to his friends, whom he found in all classes. 
I-Ie sari- people as they \\-ere asitle frc,tn their 
heion~ings and place. The prince ant1 the 
beggar \\ere the salne to him ; the trappings 
of this 1\-orlrl did not matter much to him : 
he hat1 a pl~iloso~~hical intlifference to the 
heuefit that can conle fro111 \vorltlly atlvance- 
inent. and deliberately chose the line of life 
11e !i\-ed. ancl never tired of its rural com- 
pensations. Iceared in the same 11ousehoId 
ailtl the sanie en~ii-onment as the brother 
I-,-ho her\.etl for forty years in the house and 
senate of the L~~i te t l  States. he preferred 
his c\\-ti choice. and regartled \\-it11 affec- 
tionate co~~imiseration that 1)rother's ai-du- 
nus ~.es~o;~sjbilities a11d small re\\-ard. 

Felv li1.e~ in so large a degree esempli- 
fied the Goltleil Rule as did that of Peter 
Tioor1:ees. He never let pass an ol~portunity 
to aid a friend in need. regartlless of his 
owil interest in so doing. His religion lvas 
the religion of love and merc~--belie\-ing 
that the Creator n-oultl e\-entually care for 
and save all his creatures. He ~vas charita- 
ble in his jutlgnent of others. "Judge not. 
lest !-e be juclged" \\.as his favorite admoni- 
tion. He was for many years the people's 
chosen "Overseer of the Poor" (an office 

now abolished), a place l ~ e  filled with plcos- 
urc fc Itii~lsrlf and at  times perhaps unde- 
served henefit to the indigent. 

Peter l'oorhees n-as born in Butler coun- 
ty, Ohio. June 2%. 1823. Since the begin- 
ning of the norld the l a m  of heredity have 
been held in respect by mankind. Christ 
said to the young lllari \rho came-seeking 
him, "1-oui~g man. 11-hose son art thou?" 
and the same question is still being asked of 
any one in \ ~ I i ~ l i l  we are interested to-day. 
The .Jroorhees fan~ilj- were anlong the early 
Dutch settlers of Sen- 1-ork. Peter 1-oor- 
hees came or a long line of creditable ances- 
tors. The name nlaj- be found in places of 
trust ailtl resl)cnsibilit>- since the daj-s \\-hen 
Sen-  \*orli \\-as called Sen- -\msterdam. 

'1'11e first emigrants in -An:erica were 
Ste\-ense ant1 Feter T-an \-oorhees. emi- 
grants ira1:1 Holland, n-110 crossed the -it- 

lantic in the !ear ~Gtjo. The "coat-of- 
anlls," or arniorial bearings of the -old Hol- 
Innti fanliI!-. intlicate (according to the St. 
1217.1es Fleraltli-!- o5ice of LOII~OII) consid- 
el-nhle ant~cluity. l'he motto is "1-irtus Cas- .. - 
telluni 1 i errin. i'1ie~- brougl~t with them 
la~lc! qrai~ts. patents or charters ivhereby 
the\- c>b:ainetl real estate at I-latlands. Lo119 
Isla~?tl. and in Se\v jersey. -\lthough the 
spelli~lg of the sir nnlne has l>een chailged 
1,~- some oi their descenclants the original 
fcrm is also retainetl L\- some I\-ho trace 
their lineage back to the saine conlinon an- 
cestors. ..is the years passed and the tide 
of emiqratiotl be.pn flo\\-ing from the At- 
lantic coast inland mem1)ers of the 1-oorhees 
fanilj- came to the west. Tlze grandfather 
of Peter 1-oorhees settled in Harrodsburg. 
Kentccky. when that place \\-as but an In- 
clian fort. Stephen 1-oorhees. the father of 
Peter. remo\-erl to Ohio and it was in the 
lstter state that Peter \-oorhees was born. 
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H e  1~3s but tn-o y a r s  of age when his par- 
ents aspin re~noved 11-est\varcl, this time lo- 
cating in Fountain county, Indiana, where 
he was reared amid the wild scenes of pio- 
neer liie. In  1848 he was married t o  Nary 
J. Eutton. ~x-110 \\-as born in Oldham coun- 
ty, Kentucky. No\-enlher a j. 1828. She 
was also of Ilollancl ancestry. Her parents 
emigrated from I1'entucky to Indiana, part- 
ing \vith their slaves because of their disbe- 
lief in slax-ery. The sanle year of their mar- 
riage they came to Vermilion county. Illi- 
nois, and settled a t  the 1-oorhees 110111e- 
stead, ~ \ -h ic l~  I\-as purchased from a heritage 
from the grantifat her, E'eter Voorhees, of 
Kentucky. ?.l rs. Voorhees 11-as as brig11 t 
and beautiful as Kentucky's \vonlen are 
famed for being, and she was a n-oman of 
unusual character. Philosopl~ic. patient 
and encll~ring, as one of the local papers saitl 
a t  the time of her death : "She ~ v a s  one of 
the most lovable of women, being possessed 
of those \1-01nanly characteristics that at- 
tract and cen~ent friendships in bonds that 
time cannot break or  even lessen. That she 
was generous many can hear witness ant1 
that she \\-as one of the nlost 11ospitaBle of 
the matrons of this city is kilo\\-n to every 
person ~ v h o  has been so fortunate as to pass 
the threshholcl of her cloor. She was of a 
most pleasing disposition ancl had that open- 
heartedness so chnracteristic o i  the early 
settlers of this coui~tj-, of whom she \\-as 
one. She was one of the most devoted 
of mothers and to lier chilclren she was the 
one n h c m  there 11-as none who coulcl give 
better advice. Her ~x-orcls were n-ords of 
~v i sdo~n  and n~any  times they had proven to 
them that she kno\veth best who doeth best. 

i L T '   onl ling to Tllillois a t  an early day. her 
genial nature and \\-ell knoll-n hospitality 
soon made her acquainted ~vi th  the early set- 

tlers of the county and the home of herself 
and husbancl was the mecca for all the pio- 
neers of that clay. They were sure of a 
hearty 11-elcome n-l~enever they visited their 
home and her cheerful~~ess and sunny dis- 
positio~i aln-a!-s gladdened and et~richec! 
those with 11-hom she came in contact. It 
e:-er left its impress with them after they 
had gone a\va~- and caused lier name to be 
mentioned time and again in the honles of 
the other pioneers. She \\-as generous to a 
fault: and never ~nissetl an opportunitj- csi 
estentling help to those ~ v h o  in an early d a ~ -  
hnd many trials and misfort~mes. I t  \\-as a 
pleasure to lier to help lift the burdens of 
c)!hers and to malie joy and gladness rest 
11-here sorrow hat1 taken hold. She coui(l 
feel for r~tllers and n-as not content unless 
hj- sGnle nianner she could s l ~ o ~ v  it in a su1)- 
stantial degree. She did it without shob- 
ant1 in a \\-a!. that it \\-as appreciated h~7 the 
reci!ients. Slie did not lea\-e the impres- 
sion :hat in her cloi~lg there was an inclebtetl- 
ness to be paid. hut that it \\-as a ministering- 
suc!~ 2s \\-oultl have been receil-eel from tlie&:~ 
hritL the conclitions been reversed ant1 she 
the receiver instead of the giver. She \\-as n 

woman of splentlitl attainnlents in all tlie 
\valks of liie and in her social nature six 
was the embodiment of the best. treating al!, 
I\ hether high or Ion-. rich or  poor, \\-it11 the 
sxne  kindness and consitleration that so 
5urely marks the character of a goocl Chrih- 
tiall n-anlan and a consistent servant of the . . Slaster. 

I-iito Mr. and Mrs. '\Toorl~ees were born 
five children, four of n-horn still surl-ive 
them. These are : Mrs. -1. G. P. Doctge. of 
Danville; Daniel 1-oorhees. of Peoria : Philip 
B. Voorhees. of Danville: and _\rthur 'lroor- 
l:ees, of Dandle .  One daughter, Mrs. Ben- 
jnnlin Oral\-ford. died b~ t t  a year prior to her 
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mother's demise. Peter Voorhees passed 
a\\-ay in 1901 and Mrs. 'lioorhees died -April 
j. I li'hile memory lasts to those 11-ho 
!i~lew them this \~-or th~-  couple will be re- 
111enlbered in Vermilion county and among 
their many friends. Their lives ese~nplified 
their Christian faith and the>- \\-ere 11-orthy 
and consistent fo110\1-ers of the teachings 
of the Master. Peter Voorllees is most re- 
membered hecause of his many kind deeds 
211d his helpful spirit, --In old German say- 
ing has con!e don-n to us: "That a lnall 
~nakes three lcinds of friends in this u-orld 
-gains he accumulates. the hearts \~-llom he 
101-es and his good works. The 11-ealth is 
tl:e first to leave him 11-lien death lays its 
hands upon the forin : the 101-ed ones go to 
the tomb. turn irom it ant1 pass t o  their 
homes : but llis gootl ~rorlcs follow hi111 
through all the years. praising- his name and 
~nakitlg liallo~t- his memcry." So let it be 
I\-i tli Peter 1-oor1:ees. 

CORSELIC'S P o l l - E R S  JOSES. 

T_Tpo11 a far111 on section 3 2 ,  EI\~oocl 
to\\-nsl~ip. resides Cornelius Powers Jones. a 
native son of Vernlilio~l countj-. a-110 was 
bonl near his present home. Januan  23, 
1869. His parents \\-ere John ant1 Sara11 
(Powers) Jones, both of ~ \ - l ~ o m  \\-ere na- 
tives of Fayette county. Perms>-11-ania, in 
11-hich state they \\-ere reared. educated and 
married. They lived upon a farm in Penn- 
sylvania until after the birth of ti\-o of their 
children and then, emigrating 1\-esti1-artl, 
took up their abode it1 El\\-ood tou-nship. 
Vermilion county, in ISG j. Here they also 
settled upon a farm, tlle father de1-oting his 
energies to its care and cultil-ation. Their 
faniily numbered altogether four sons and 

three daughters, of \\-horn three of the sons 
are yet li1-ing: Joseph. a resident of Ridge- 
farm. Cornelius P. and 1;. ,I., w l ~ o  is living 
at Ridgeefarm. The father has also passed 
a\\-a>-. having departed this life in February. 
1899. but the mother is still living and makes 
her home with her son Cornelius. 

111 the ~rwal manner of farmer lads Mr. 
Jones spent his early youth. beconling fa- 
miliar \\-it11 the task of developing the fields 
and caring for stock. H e  obtained a corn- 
mon-school education ancl as a companion 
and helpll~ate for lire's journe!- he ~vedded 
-4ngie Ruell, their marriage being celebrated 
on the 2 j d  o i  ..Ipril. 1896. The lady is a 
daugl~ter o i  Hiram and Elizabeth Buell. of 
El\\-ood to~rnship, and is one of a family of 
eig-ht sons and six daughters. all of \\-l~om 
are living with the excel~tion of three daug-11- 
ters and one son. Mr. and Mrs. Jones nou- 
have an interesting child. John Or\-ille, 1vho 
is two years of age. 

After his marriage our subject located 
upon his present farm 11-here he has lived 
continuous1~- sincet his aged mother nlakiilg 
her home with him. H e  is a progressive ag- 
riculturist and his rich lancls are under a 
higli state of cultirntion. L-pon his place 
he has a substantial iarm residence. good 
barn ant1 other necessary outbuildings. and 
all of tlle latest impro\-ements in farm ma- 
chine~-~-. H e  votes \\-it11 the Republican par- 
ty aal~d sociall\- lie is icleiltified \\-it11 the 
I<nigllts of Pythias iraternity and \\-it11 the 
Royal Circle. 

A 

7 7 

Throughout his business comlection \\-it11 
Dan\-ille. C. . licClenat11an has been 
identified \\-it11 banking interests atld a t  
the present time he is one of the directors 
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and the cashier of the Danville Xational 
Bank. H e  is honored and respected in the 
c o ~ ~ n t y  of his nativity because of \\-hat he 
has accomplished and yet the high regard in 
~vhich he is held is not the less the result of 
the l~onorable methods he has follo~ved than 
the prosperity 11-hich he has achieved. He 
is one of the native sons of this locality. 
his birth having occurred upon a farm near 
Catlin, on the 3d of October. 1864, his par- 
ents being George S. and Sarah (Remley) 
JfcClenathan, both of 11-hom were natives 
of Perms:-lvania. coining  vest\^-ard to Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, shortly after their 
marriage. The 3IcClenathan family is of 
Scotch lineage and o i  Quaker belief. The 
great-grandfather of our subject was a 
native of the land of hills and heather and 
at an early periocl in the settle~nent of 
Pennsy1~-ania he crossed the ;itlantic in one 
of the old time sailing vessels, taking up his 
abode near Philadelphia. The Remley fain- 
ily is of English lineage and dates its origin 
in --lmerica to the time of 11-illiam Penn. 
The gl-andnlother of our subject in the 
nlaternal line bore the nlaiden name of Mar- 
garet Penn and 11-as a relative of tlle 
celebrated family to ~vhich the celebrated phi- 
lanthropist and pioneer, 11;illiam Penn. be- 
longed. On remox-ing to Illillois George 
llcClenatlian settled in Catlin to~vtlshil~ 
11-here he purchased land and engaged in 
farming, being one of the successful agri- 
culturists of his cominunity. H e  died in Octo- 
ber. 1896. and his wife passed an-ay on the 
22d of ,April. ~ g a o ,  both being b ~ ~ r i e d  in Oak 
Ridge cemetery, near Catlin. In their fanlily 
were tlve11-e children. eight of ~ v h o n  are 
now living. 

C. V. McClenathan, the eleventh in order 
of birth, attended the common schools in 
his early- youth and aftern-ard pursued his 
studies in a college in the n-est. On attain- 

ing his majority he \vent to  the Sunflo\ver 
state. locating in IVichita, ivhere he re- 
mained for eight pears. There he entered 
the Kansas National Bank, in the mortgage 
and loan department, and afterward lvas 
placed in charge of the loan business of that 
institution. I ihen he had spent eight )-ears 
in the \vest he returned to Danville and here 
he became cashier of the State Bank of this 
city, acting in that capacity until the institu- 
tion \I-2s coni-erted into the Dan\-ille Kation- 
a1 Rank, on the 1st of June, 1901. He  has 
since been cashier of the new enterprise and 
one of the directors, and not a little of the 
success of tlle business is due to his thorougl~ 
understanding of banking and his capable 
control of the affairs of the institution. 

On the ;oth of July, 1895, Mr. 3lc- 
Clenatlian 11-as united in marriage to Alice 
blc11;tosh. of Louisvi lle. I<entucky, a daugh- 
ter of Thomas l[cIntosh, \vho is now living 
in this city. Their home has been blessed 
with one child, Margaret Penn. Mr. Mc- 
Clenathail is a member of the Presbyterian 
church. Fraternallq- he is connected with 
the Aloclern IVoodmen of America. In po- 
litical circles he is an earnest supporter of 
the Democrac5-. and in 1900 he was the o111y 
candidate on the De~nocratic ticket who won 
election. he being chosen by popular suffrage 
to represent his district in the state legisla- 
ture. He  Ivas re-elected in 1902 and was 
macle chairman of the joint committee on 
penal ancl reformatory institutions and la- 
Lwr and industrial affairs, being the only 
Detnocratic chairman in the house. H e  also 
served on the conimittee on banks and bank- 
ing. \\-as the father of the kidnap bill. and 
\\-as a very active nlenlber of the house. 
He  has nlade a close study of all questions 
u-hich are to the statesman and man of af- 
fairs of ~ i t a l  interest to the state and nation, 
and he gives his conscientious support to the 
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principles for which he labors. H e  stands 
to-day one of the respected and highly es- 
teemed residents of the county of his nativ- 
ity. His friends are legion, as his genial 
courtesy and kindly bearing are calculated to 
win confidence xvhicl~ his sterling integrity 
and uncluestioned candor serve to maintain. 

In 1832 there came to Irermilion county 
Simeon Callahan and throng-11out his long 
residence here, covering a period of almost 
half a centrurl-, l ~ e  \\-as ~iuml~eretl among 
the active busi~iess n1en of Danville, as \\-ell 
as one of its honored and highly esteenletl 
citizens. A native of Ohio, he \\-as born 
near Dayton, that state, on the 11th o i  Feb- 
ruary, 18-37, his parents being \\'iIliam ancl 
Rachel (Voris) Callahan. \\-I10 were natives 
of Pennsylvania and Ohio, respectively. 
For a few years the father made his home 
near Circleville, Ohio, and froin there re- 
moved to Perrysville, Indiana, \\-here he 
worked at the potter's trade for several 
years. H e  nest came to Vermilion county. 
Illinois, ancl settled in Georgetou-11 toivn- 
ship. \\-here he continued to fol10\~ the sallie 
occupation for sollle years. He nest ran a 
dray line in Danville and continued that 
business until old age compelled. his retire- 
ment. The last tn-enty-sis years of his life 
were spent in the home of our subject and al- 
though well advanced in years he \\-as still a 
hale and hearty man, never missing a meal 
during that entire time. He died in 188; 
having passed the ninetieth milestone on 
life3 journey. H e  was the father of four 
children. namely : Elizabeth, u-ho married 
Rufus Havens, and both are now deceased; 
Manuel, also deceased ; Simeon, our subject ; 

and Chariotte, 11-ife of -ilesander Havens, 
a residenr: of B!oomington, Illinois. 

During his boyhood and youth Simeon 
Callahz11 obtained but a limited education as 
his mother died \\-hen he was only tu-elve 
years old and he then began to assist his ia- 
t l e r  in the support o i  the iamily. -At first 
he worked in the n-oolen ~llills of Coles coun- 
t>-. Indiana, for several years and then 
learned the carpenter's trade, at \\-hich he 
\\-orkec! in both i'errysl-ille and Lebanon, 
Indiana. 

l\'hile at tile latter place Mr. Callahan 
\\-as united in marriage to Miss Rachel 
Piles, oi  1-ebanon. I\-110 died a !-ear later. 
and the ~ n l y  child born or this union died 
in infancy unnamed. In 1Sj2 he canle to 
Dan\-ille, where he continued to 11-ork at the 
carpenter's trade for sonle \-ears, a ~ l d  on the 
9th of 112.y. 1854. he was again married, his 
second union being \\-it11 Miss l l i t ty  -A. 
Morgan. who lvas horn in Georgeto\\-n 
ton-nship. this count\-. February I 7. I 83 I. 

Her parents. John H. and Catherine (31or- 
gall) Slorg-an. \\-ere both natives of Vir- . . 
glnla. but were n~arried in Ke~~tucky,  and 
from that state came to Illinois in 1530. be- 
ing numbered anlong the pioneer settlers of 
1-ermilion county, \\-here they located w11e11 
the Indiarls n-ere still numerous in this re- 
gion and niost of the lantl \\-as still in its 
primitive condition. Settling in George- 
to~vn toll-nship. Mr. 1Iorgan there worked 
at the blacksr~itli's trade for a few years. 
and then removed to Dam-ille. being the first 
and onll- blacksmith in tlie city at that time. 
Tl~orougl~ly upright and reliable. he was 
known to everyone as "Honest Jolln." He 
co~ltinued to work at his trade here until the 
death of his wife in 1864, and at the close 
of the Civil war he \vent to Oregon wit11 a 
son, remaining on the Pacific coast three 
years. He then spent a short time in Dan- 
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viile, after ~vhich he returned to  Salem. Ore- 
gon, where he died in 1874 at the age of sev- 
enty-five years, honored and respected by all 
11-ho knew him. His son, '\\'illiam 0. hlor- 
gan, served for five -ears  in the Union army 
during the war of the Rebellion and is no\\- 
living retired with l i r s .  Callahan in Dan- 
ville. Another son and two da~lgllters nlake 
their home in Oregon. There are probably 
no families better knon-n to the early set- 
tlers of Vei-inilion county than the Calla- 
hans and 3Iorgans. or are held in higher es- 
teem. 

L-nto Mr. and Mrs. Callallan were bonl 
three children : Joll~l \\*illiam, the oldest. re- 
sides at  home with his nlotller and is a prom- 
inent citizen of Danr-ille, \\-here he is con- 
nected with the fire department : Thornas 
died at the age of one year and nine ~l~oll ths ; 
and Charlie died at the age of s is  montlls. 

After 11-0rliing at the carpenter's trade 
for set-era1 years in partnership wit11 a Xi-. 
Jones, Mr. Callahan retired from that busi- 
ness ancl like his father embarked in the dray- 
ing business. buying the Danville dray line 
which he cotltlucted until life's labors n-ere 
ended in death. On Christmas clay of 1893 
he contracted a sel-ere cold n-hich finally re- 
sulted in his death on the 30th of April, 
1894. Throughout life he supported the Re- 
pr~blican party, but never cared for public 

. office. During his younger years he was 
connected with the llasonic fraternity but 
aftern-ard u-ithdren- from that organization 
and joined the Indepellclellt Order of Odd 
Fello~\-s. being a menlber of the lodge at 
D a n d l e  when called to the \I-orld beyond. 
H e  \\-as an earnest and consistent member 
of the First Methodist Episcopal Church. to 
\I-hich his wife also belongs and he had the 
confidence and high regard of all with whom 
he came in contact. either in business or so- 
cial life. In  business affairs he met with a 

\\-ell merited success and was able to leave 
his family in colllfortable circumsta~~ces. 
Besides her pleasant honle at No. j East 
hlaclison street, Mrs. Callahan on-11s a fine 
residence at  the corner of lladison and 
Xortli Eazel streets. ~vhich \\-as erected by 
her 11usl)and in 1884. H e  also assisted in 
builcling in~nn~- other of the early residences 
of the city. and 11-as long n~unbered among 
the representati~-e l~usiness men of Danville. 

B. F. 1-eonard. n-110 is now living a re- 
tired life in I'otoi~~ac. ~ v a s  throughout his 
actil-e 1)usiness career connected n-it11 agri- 
cultural pursuits. -igriculture is the foun- 
(lation of all prosperity and nlore than a 
century ag-o George Tl~ashington said it \\-as 
the most useful ancl honorable occupatiotl to 
11-hicl~ man can devote his energies. XI-. 
Leonard. long connectetl \\-it11 fanning inter- 
ests, has been a resitlent of 1-el-n~iliotl county 
sill-ce October 10. 1833. In fact, that \\-as 
his natal day antl he is a representative of 
one of the old families here. His father, 
ll'illiam $. Leonard. n-as born in hlarion 
county. I<entuciq-. in 18-33, and was a son of 
James I-eonard. The family is of Gernlan 
origin and \\-as founded i a  Icentuckg at an 
early clay. lames Leonard remol-ed \\-it11 his 
family to Illil~ois and became one of the 
early pioneer settlers of Venl~ilion county. 
Here Ti-illiam 1. Leonard n-as reared ant1 ecl- 
ucatecl ancl \\-as trainetl to n~ethods of inclus- 
t n -  and economy  upo oil the home fann. H e  
n-as marriecl in Fountain count>-. Indiana. to 
Sarah Cronkhite. 11-110 was born in Ohio, but 
\\-as reared in the Hoosier state. l l r .  LCOII- 
ard hac! entered one hundred and sisty acres 
of land in lliddleforl; to\\-nship and this he 
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broke and fenced, developing an escellent 
farm ~~l-hose \\-ell tilled fields returned to him 
an escellent income. H e  aftern-ard traded 
that for another farm in Ross toil-nship ancl 
spent his last clays there. clj-ing about 1866. 
His wife sui-1-ivecl him for a fen- years and 
n-as called to her tinal rest in the aut~ui~ln of 
1872. 

S o  event o i  special iinportance occurred 
to Tar)- the routine of far111 life for B. F. 
Leonard it1 his !-outh. Tlle co111111o11 schools 
afforded him his eclucationl pri\-ileges ~.nd 
when sixteen years of age he started out in 
life, n-or1;ing in a wagon sllol). H e  learned 
the trade in Ross\-ille and folio\\-ecl that pur- 
suit for se\-el-a1 years. _-in iml)ortant event 
in his life occuri-ecl on the 14th of 1Iarcll. 
TITS.  n-hen, in l\iiddlefork ton-nsllip. he \\-as 
joi~~e(l  in n-ecllock to Emma J. Su-isher, a 
nati\-e of that to\\-nship and a daugh~er of 
Harrison Su-isher, one of the early settlers 

m of tlie C ~ L I I I ~ J - .  1 hey began their domestic 
routine ~ ~ l ) o n  a rented farill n-hich Mr. Leon- 
ard cultivated for a fen- >-ears and then 
hougllt eighty acres of land \\-hicll he begnn 
to further impro\-e. He built a house ant1 
barn there and later he este~lded the bountln- 
ries of his place 1 ) ~ -  the atltlitii~nal pur- 
chase of eighty acres. On that tract he car- 
ried on gellei-a1 farnli~lg ~mtil  1900. \\-hen 
he rented his lanti and in the 1110litll of De- 
cenlber took up his abode in Potomac. \\-here 
he l>~~rchased a lot and erected a resiclence. 

1Ir .  and Mrs. I.eonard have foul- chil- 
dren : Zetta _-Inn, the 11-ife of Charles T-ill- 
ers, a fariner of Koss to\~-nshil): Rosella. 
Cora B. and --\l\-a. \\-ho are still \\-it11 their 
parents. The family is one of l~rominence 
in the cornmunit>-. enjo>-ing the high regard 
of many frie!lcls here. In  his political vie\\-s 
hlr. Leonard \\-as formerlj- a Denlocrat. but 
he now supports the men and measures of 
the Prohibition part:;. H e  and his fami1~- 

are identified with the L-nited Brethren 
church and his wife is a member of the 
Christian church. S o  other home has he 
knou-11 than 1-emlilion county and the local- 
ity i-iiaJ- be glad to ilurllber him anlong its 
native sons because he has ah-aj-s been loyal 
to its interests. has been in touch wit11 the 
work of progress and improx-ernent and has 
been identified \\-i th development and up- 
building. His frietlds esteem him for the 
possession of those cjualities of upright man- 
llcoc! \\-l~icl~ i l l  e\-erl- lnrld a~ltl  in every clime 
co~nmaad respect ailcl conficlence. 

T. HCi\'i7--lZD SF-ISG. 

T. Ho\\-arc! S i ~ a ~ g  is proprietor of the 
11-estiield Roller Mills antl of the lumber- 
yard in this place. I-Iere he has carried on 
business for tivo years antl has already 
gainecl a cretlitable position in pu1;lic regard 
as a reliable ant1 enterprising l~usiness man. 
H e  is a 11ative o i  E~itler count\-. PennsyI- 
A-ania. 1)cx-n -Tanunr!- I 0. IS  74, ant1 is a son 
01 J. I<. an<! Margaret Spang. The family 
histor?- is meiltionetl in connection \\-it11 the 
sketch of his i~rothes. C. E. Spang. on an- 
other page o i  this \\-or!;. 

.-liter coming to this count!- tlie subject 
of this re\-ie\\- l~egc!n \\-orliiug in a flour- 
i ~ i i l l  in Georgcto\\ n ant1 in 1870 1le \vent to 
Sort11 To\\-antia. Seu- Irorli, \\-here he en- 
gagecl in milling for six months. H e  then 
retui-net1 to Georgeto\\-11 and subsequentlj- he 
\\-ent to --Illerton. Illinois. \\-here he con- 
tlucted a grain elex-ator for four years. On 
the espiration of that period he again \rent 
to Georgeto\\-11. \\-here he 11-orked \\-it11 his 
brother in a Aourn~ill for a pear. In July-, 
1900. he came to 71-estl-ille and erected the 
11-est\-ille Roller JIills. I\-hich he has since 
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operated. H e  aIso buys and ships grain and 
both branches of his business are proving 
profitable. His mill is equipped with the lat- 
est rollex process machinev and the flour 
u-hich he manufactures is of a high grade, 
therefore finding a ready sale on the market. 
Mr. Spang also is a carpenter and contrac- 
tor and does some business in that line. In  
connection v i th  his mother ancl brother. in 
Georgetou-n, he is also carrying on the lum- 
beryard at TTc'estville, having charge of the 
business. 

Mr. Spang was unitecl in marrage to 
Miss Lula IGlgore, a native of Vermilion 
county and a daughter of Robert Kilgore, a 
retired fanner now living in Georgeto\\-11. 
One child graces this marriage to \\-horn they 
have given the name of Kenneth. Mr. Spanq 
is a Rept~blican in his political vie\\-s but 
the honors and emolilments of office have no 
attraction for him. Socially he is identified 
with the Independe~lt Order of Odd Fellows. 
the Knights of Pythias and the lloclern 
'Ivoodmen of ,4111erica and both he and his 
wife hold membership in the llethodist 
Episcopal church of Georgeto~vn. Mr. 
Spang is a yotmg man possessed of energy, 
enterprise and laudable ambition and, brook- 
ing no obstacles ~ ~ h i c h  can be overcome 11)- 

determined purpose and llonorable effort, he 
is steadily working his way up~vard to a 
very creditable and gratifying position in 
the business 13-orlcl, having already attained 
success which many an older man might well 
enry. 

A A ,*- 

Among the practitioners of medicine in 
Danville n-orthy of public patronage by 
reason of thorough understanding of the 
science of medicine and devotion to the pro- 

- 

fession, is Dr. H. S. Babcock, a native of 
Pennsq-lvania, born in Jliarren county, 
-.lt~g~tst 26, 1%9. His father, Joseph F. 
Babcock, was also born in that county and 
after.arri\-in.g at years of maturitj- \\-as mar- 
ried there to Jennie Gibson. liken-ise born 
in that locality. H e  was a farmer and lum- 
lzer merchant, but for same time lived in 
the citl- of Ii'arren and at the present time 
is filling the office of chief of police. In 
his political v iew he is a stall\-art Re- 
publican, \\-hile socially he is connected 11-ith 
the I<nights of the 3Iaccabees. the -\ricient 
Order of United JYorkn~en and the Grant1 
_Arm?- of the Republic. He  is entitled to 
membership in the last nanled organization 
through sen-ice in the Civil n-ar. for in 186.4 
he responded to the country's call for aid 
ant1 enlistetl in defense of the Cnion. H e  
belongs to the ~Iethoclist Episcopal 'church 
oi  \\-hich his wife is also a nlenlber and they 
are highl!- esteemed people of tile corn- 
munitj- in \\-hich they make their home. In 
their familj- were but tn-o children, the 
Doctor's sister being- Dr. l1a1-garet Jlaloy, 
the wife of Dr. Earl BIalo~-, of Lincoln, 
Illinois. She is a graduate of the College 
of Physicians ant1 Surgeons, of Chicago. 
and is engagetl in practice. 

i n  the clistrict schools of Conen-anago 
to~vnship. 11-arren county, Pennsj-l~ania, 
Dr. Babcock pursued his preliminary edu- 
cation and later studied in the grade schools 
and in the acadenly of Warren. Perms!-1- 
1-ania. Subseclitently he n~atriculated in the 
cniversit~- of Michigan. at ,-Inn -Arbor, 
where he was graduated in the medical de- 
partment with the class of 1891. Since 
that time he has been a practitioner of Ver- 
milion county. locating first in Higginsx-ille. 
JVhen the railroad was built through the 
locality. the town of Jamesburg was estab- 
lished and Dr. Babcock opened his office at 
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that place, where he remained for ten and 
a half years. Then, seeking a wider field 
of labor, he came to Danville, where he has 
since remained, enjoying a growing practice 
which has demonstrated his skill in the suc- 
cessful handling of many important cases. 

On the 24th of December, 1891, in 
Chicago, Illinois, the Doctor was united in 
marriage to Mabel Buck, who was born in 
Cheboygan, Michigan, on Christmas day of 
1873, a daughter of Moses and- Borredell 
(Greenlvood) Buck, both of whom XI-ere 
natives of Maine, the mother having been 
born in Xbbott. They were married in the 
Pine Tree state and the father engaged in 
the lumber business there, subsequently re- 
moving to Michigan, where he continued 
in the same line of business activity. -A 
Democrat in his politicel views, he was 
recognized as a prominent member of the 
party in his community, held a number of 
political offices and -wrote many articles for 
the press setting forth his views upon po- 
litical questions. He had decided opinions 
and a forcible way of expressing them and 
his influence in behalf of the Democracy 
was far-reaching. His death occured in 
Cheboygan, in February, 1898, and his 
widow is still living there. In their family 
were eight children, all of whom sun-ive, 
namely: -4insley, who when last heard from 
was in South Africa; Edward, 1%-ho follo~vs 
farming in Cheboygan, Michigan; Horace. 
xvho resides in St. Johnsville, New York; 
Lucy, the wife of Collins Cameron, of 
Lewiston, Michigan; Pllabel. the wife of Dr. 
Babcock: Charles, who is engaged in the 
publishing business - in Chicago ; Samuel, 
who is connected with a newspaper agency 
of Chicago; and Mary. who formerly taught 
in the public schools at ,\llerton, Illinois, 
but is now in Cheboygan, Michigan. The 
home of the Doctor and his wife has been 

40 

blessed with two interesting children : Jennie, 
May, who was born December 8, 1893 ; and. 
Joseph Hen% born June ro, 1896. 

Dr. Babcock was made a member of the: 
Masonic fraternity in Potomac, Illinois, 
about 1897. and is a valued representative 
of the Knights of Pq-thias, the Modern. 
11-oodmen of America. the Court of Honor, 
the Royal Circle and the Fraternal Tribune,. 
He has been examiner ior a number of in- 
surance companies and he has 'ken county, 
physician and surgeon for Blount township - 
for nine years. He belongs to the Vermilion 
Cotznty 3Iedical Society, the State Medical 
Society and the _%nerican Medical -Asso-. 
ciation, and tllt~s he keeps in touch with the 
advanced thought \vl~ich marks the progress, 
of the medical fraternity toward perfection. 
He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal 
church and exercises the right of franchise 
in support of the Republican party. Having 
a I\-ide acquaintance in \;errnilion county the 
friendsl~ip of many has been freely accorded 
him in recog~lition of a genial manner and, 
kindly disposition. 

LUDVIG ERIKSOS. 

Ludvig Erikson. \vho is one of the ener- 
getic and thriity farmers of Butler township, 
has a valuable property of one hundred and 
fifty a c r s  on section g. This is well irn- 
proved and equipped with all modem ac- 
cessories and conveniqnces. From the spring. 
of 1869 to the present time Mr. Erikson has 
been a resident of vermilio~~ county and the 
kingdom of Sweden has furnished no better 
citizen in the new world. He was born on 
the 8th of July, 1851, in Sweden, a son of 
Gustaf Erikson, who was born in the same- 
country and was a soldier there being con- 
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xie&%I with the standing army for some 
&iie In 1869, accompanied by his family. 
he Bade adieu to his friends and native land 
&id sailed for the new- world, settling in 
Phxtony Illinois, where he died about 1889. 
His wife passed away in 1900. In their 
family were three sons and three daughters : 
Alfred, who is a resident of Sweden; Lud- 
vigy of this review; Otto, a resident of 
Rankin; Fredricka, who is also living in 
Sweden ; Johanna, the wife of Fred Johnson. 
of that country; and Ida, n-ho died at the age 
of eight years. 

The subject of this review spent the first 
eighteen years of his life in the land of his 
nativity and acquired a fair common-schml 
education in his native tongue, but his 
howledge of the English language has been 
acquired without the aid of teachers since 
his arrival in Illinois. He crossed the briny 
deep in 1869 and came direct to this state. 
locating in Paston. He \;l7as first employed - m the town of Rankin, in Vermilion county. 
and for a time he worked for IV. A. Rankin. 
now a prominent and influential citizen of 
Onarga, Illinois, continuing in his employ 
for four years. I Ie  then rented two hundred 
acres of land, which he cantinued to cultivate 
for a number of years, and in 1882. ha\-ing 
acquired sufticient capital through his earnest 
labor and careful management. he purchased 
tlie farm upon which he is now residing. 
At that time but few improvements had been 
made upon the place, but now after t\~-ent.y 
years he has a very valuable property sup- 
plied with all modem equipments and ac- 
cessories. He  has erected a nice frame 
=idence, a large barn, granary and other 
outbuildings. He  has a fine orchard, in- 

,, chding a great variety of fruits and he has 
pl;wyted shade and ornamental trees around 
lris home, giving it a most attractive and 
p i s i n g  appearance. Tiling has added to 

the productiveness of his fields and the fences 
thereon and everything about the place are 
kept in good repair. He  raises the cereals 
best adapted to the soil and climate and in 
connection with his work has been engaged 
in the raising and feeding of cattle, feeding 
about a car-load of cattle each year and also 
selling a large nnumber of hogs annually. In 
connection with nine others he formed a 
company for the importation and breeding 
of thoroughbred Percheron and Shire horses 
and he now owns two valuable imported 
stallions, which he keeps for breeding 
purposes. 

Mr. Erikson was married in Vermilion 
countv in Februasy, 1879, to Matilda Gus- 
tafson, a native of Sweden, who came to the 
new world when a maiden of twelve sum- 
mers and located in Vermilion county. S i s  
children have blessecl this union : Edward. 
Xlice. Oscar and Esther, all of whom are 
yet under the parental roof; Alma, who died 
at one year; and Annie, at the age of eight 
years. and three months. 

In his political views Mr. Erikson is a 
stanch and earnest Republican and in 1876 
cast his first presidential ballot for Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes. while for each presidential 
nominee of the Republican party since that 
time he has deposited his ballot. He was 
elected and served for nine consecutive years 
as comnlissioner of highways and for six 
years previous to that time was overseer of 
the roads, proving a competent officer. 
Both he and his wife hold membership re- 
lations with the Swedish Lutheran church 
at Rankin. Illinois, and were reared in that 
faith. The hope that led Mr. Erikson to 
seek a home in the new world has been more 
than realized. He  found the business op- 
porttlnities he sought here and through the 
exercise of marked industry and enterprise 
he has steadily worked f7ds way upward. 
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H e  has been a witness of much of the growth 
and improvement of the county, which he. 
has seen transformed from a swampy dis- 
trict-into a richly cultivated region. In early 
clays he saw herds of as many as twenty- 
five deer in this part of the state and many 
wolves were killed, while wild game of 
various kinds furnished the pioneer table 
with meat and frontier conditions were 
prevalent and made the task of developing a 
farm somewhat arduous, but with charac- 
teristic energies and determination Mr. 
Erikson continued his ~ i ~ o r k  and as the years 
have passed he has won a most creditable 
position among the successful farmers of 
Butler township. 

LYC URGUS BALDIVIS. 

Lycurg~~s Baldwin, u-ho folloii-s farm- 
ing, was born in Dallas county, Iowa, on 
the 1st of May, 1859, and is a son of Thomas 
and Lucinda (Standfield) Baldwin. The 
father was a native of Brou-n county, Ohio, 
and was one of a large family of children 
all of whom are now deceased with the ex- 
ception of one brother and one sister. He 
was born May 10. 1530. and is still living, 
his home being in Ridgefarin. 11'11en eight 
years of age he accompanied his parents on 
their removal from Ohio to Indiana. and a 
year or two later he came to Illinois. In 
1848 he was united in marriage to Lucinda 
Standfield. a daughter of Samuel Standfield, 
of El~vood toxtmship. and in 1857 they re- 
moved to Dallas county, 101%-a? where Mr. 
Baldwin engaged in farming until 1864. 
He  then returned to Illinois. settling at 
Ridgefarm, where both he and his wife are 
still living. The Standfields also had a large 
family, and two of the sons, brothers of Mrs. 

Baldwin, mere veterans of the Citil \\-are 
Unto the parents of our subject 1 ~ a - e  born 
six children: James R., a resident farmer 
of Georgetown, who has five children; 
Darius T., deceased; Lycurps, of this re- 
tien- ; Cmrge, an agriculturist of Ridge- 
farm, \\-ho has one child; Mary, 1%-ho is 
living with her parents; and Elmer, who 
lives at Ridgefarm and has seven children. 

Lycurgus Baldwin was early trained to 
the work of field and meadow in his youth 
assisting his father in the cultivation of the 
old homestead. He \\-as educated in the 
common schools and on the 30th of ,August, 
1882, he made preparation for having a 
home of his on-n by his marriage to Miss 
Florence 31. Kardin, a daughter of Nelson 
and Elizabeth (Petit) Rardin, of Edgar 
county, Illinois. The father \[-as a farmer 
by occupation and had a large family, having 
four sons and five daughters, all of whom 
are living with the exception of one. Mrs. 
Baldwin was born in January. I 86 I. and \\-as 
educated in the common schools. By lzer 
marriage she has become the mother of 
four children : Mabel E., no\\- nineteen years 
of age, n-as married ,August 10. 1902, t o  
Xlfonso 11-right, a teacher of Ridgefarm. 
Frederick. eighteen years of age. Selson. a 
youth of thirteen. and Russell, a little lad of 
three summers. are ~i-it11 their parents. 

hlr. P,ald\~in is a devoted member of the 
Presbyterian church and is also connected 
~vith tile 3Jodern I\-oodmen of -America. 
In politics he is an earnest Republican, do- 
ing all in his power to promote the growth 
and insure the success of his party. He has 
three times served as commissioner of his 
tow-nship and is now holding that office. the 
duties of 11-llich he discharges with prompt- 
ness and fidelity. He is a temperate. honor- 
able gentleman. a loyal citizen. and enjoys 
a high reputation in all the li-alks of life- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD so02 
-- - - 

JAMES GEORGE SHEDD. aside his work in connection with educa- 
tional interests he turned his attention to  

James George Shedd, now deceased, was the lumber business, forming a partnership 
born in Morrow county, Ohio, on the 23d with George B. Yeomans, under the firm 
of June, 1842, his parents being Henry and name of Yeon~ans & Shedd. With this 
Letitia Shedd, who were New England peo- enterprise he was connected up to the time 
ple. In their family were five children and of his death. The new finn prospered in 
like the other members of the household the their undertakings, the business growing 
subject of this review acquired his early until it reached extensive proportions and the 
education in the schools of his native county. sales annuaIIy returned a good profit to the 
He  aftencard continued his studies in the owners. 1 .  Shedd had purchased his 
Western Reserve College where he \\-as - father-in-law's interest in the lumber busi- 
graduated and thus well equipped by thor- ness and in the control of his new affairs 
ough mental training for life's responsible he displayed marked energy, capable man- 
duties he entered upon a ~i-ork which made agement and keen discernment. 
him a valuable factor in society. In his political views Mr. Shedd was a 

In early manhood Mr. Shedd \$-as united stalwart Republican and took a deep and 
in marriage to Miss Helen Leseure, the active interest in the success and welfare of 
wedding being celebrated on the 27th of the party. He was a member of the Ameri- 
June, 1872. The lady is a daughter of call ~ d n s  of the Revolution and was a man 
Prosper and Elizabeth Leseure, who were of marked lite;ary tastes and scholarly at- 
prominent and influential sitizens of Dan- tainments, 11-hose broad reading and wide 
ville. Her father was a native of Nancy, investigatio~l gained him a knotvledge sel- 
France, born on the 26th of May, 1820, and don1 seen in men devoted to commercial in- 
when a lad of ten years 11e came to -America. terests. Many of his most pleasant hours 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Shedd was born one son, were spent in the companionship of his 
George Carroll, \\-hose birth occurred in books and he regarded as among his dearest 
Danville on the 9th of December, 1880, and friends the master minds of present and past 
who died on the 10th of November, 1885. ages. He held membership in the Presby- 

Shortly before his marriage Mr. S11edd terian church, to which his wife also belongs, 
became a resident of Danville, accepting a taking a11 active part in its work. On the 

- position as superintendent of the schools of 5th of November, 1896, Mr. Shedd was 
this place. Under his direction education called to his final rest and was buried in 
made marked advances here. Hitherto the Spring Hill cemetery. For many years he 
schools had not been graded, but he accom- was regarded as a prominent and influential 
plished this important work and made many resident of Danville. He left the impress 
marked improvements in the system of teach- of his individuality upon its intellectual de- 
ing,-improvements which formed a solid velopment as well as upon its commercial - 
basis for further development and progress histcry. His was an irreproachable life and 
iri this line. I l e  also spent two years in one whose influence was ever for good and 
~ a c o m b ,  IlIinois, as superintendent of the for progress. He drew to himself many 
schools there. For nine years he was friends whose regard was strengthened as 
superintendent in Danville and then putting their acquaintance increased and the years - 
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passed by. His loss was therefore widely 
and deeply felt and his memory is still en- 
shrined in the hearts of many 11-ho knew him. 

GEORGE UT. HESRY. 

George W. Henry, familaril- kno~vn as 
"Uncle George," is among the honored ancl 
prominent settlers of Vermilion county. 
He  \\-as born in Ohio, May 8. 1827. and is 
a son of llichzel and Margaret (Pinker- 
son) Henry. His father \$-ent to 11-arren 
county, Indiana. when George was a -ear  
old, making the journey in a covered 11-agon 
drawn by three yoke of oxen. He died 
when George was seven years o i  age. 11-hen 
the family went to Indiana it \\-as ~vild and 
unimproved and they were in the midst of 
the Indians. three hundred of them being 
encamped in front of the log cabin home. 
His father traded \\-it11 the Indians for coats 
and other articles. At this time in the early 
frontier days there were more deer than 
sheep to be seen in the locality, and v'ild 
hogs and prairie and timber 11-olves 11-ere 
very plentif~~l. George W. Henry is one of 
a family of nine children. He  ~vas early 
left 11-ithout a father and lived for a short 
time 11-ith his brother David. Afe r  that 
he went to reside with a Mr. Da~vson. He 
began life without any capital. and XI-orked 
with diligence. He  worked by the month 
until his twenty-third year, receiving at an 
early day eight dollars per month. He has 
a mowing machine which he has operated 
for forty-two years and during this time 
has cut five thousand acres of grain. In 
Indiana he worked for Ebenezer Lucas. 

In Indiana Mr. Henry married Sarah 
.Ann Spickard. They had one child. Hes- 
ter, tvho died at the age of t x o  I\-eeks. and 

the wife and mother also passed away. Mr. 
Henq- \\-as again married, his second union 
being with Emmrilla Taylor. who \\-as born 
in 11-arren cormty, Indiana. October 29, 
1832. She is a daughter of George and 
hiatilda (Leonard) Taylor, the latter a na- 
tive of Kentucky and the former of Vir- 
ginia. This marriage took place on the 2d 
of December. 1852. and the union was 
blessed with eight children: George 31. 
married EIiza 11-atson and they had seven 
children, six of 11-horn are yet living. Their 
home is in L.?-on count-. Iowa. -E. L. mar- 
ried 11. -\. Bird. and lives near Marshfield, 
Indiana. The:- are the parents of thirteen 
children, eight of \\-horn are yet living. 
Sarah is the wife of James -illison. of Dan- 
d l e .  and has eight children. Ira 11.. now 
deceased. married llinerl-a 11-atson, and they 
had sel-en children, five of \\-horn still survive- 
His home was near lIarshfield. Indiana. 
Polly -Arnancla died at the age of three years. 
James 11-illiam died at the age of thirteen 
months. Jennie Belle is the wife of Fred 
Starr and had sis children. four of ~vl~orn still 
sur~ive. Mrs. Henry was reared on the Illi- 
nois side at  Stateline, coining from Indiana 
with her parents tx-llen about a year old. She 
has seen the \I-011-es so thick that she feared 
the?- ~vould coille into her father's honle, 
~\-hich n-as a log cabin n-ith no glass in the 
n-indon-s and a stick chimney. She is the 
oldest of a family of eleven children. She has 
many times been to her neighbors to borrow 
fire n-ith 11-hich to start their fire. She rernenl- 
hers many incidents of pioneer days which 
~vould be of interest to our readers. \I-ould 
space permit. She ii-ould ride on Ilorseback 
to the to\\-n. for at those times buggies mere 
not in use. Her father n-ould shear the 
sheep, then ~vash the n-001, have it carded 
and mother and daughters would spin it and 

ii-eave it. making their homespun clothing. 
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Mr. Henry is the only surviving member 
of a family of nine children. He also has 
one half brother, Alex Henry, of Ambia, In- 
diana. The family record is as follows: 
Nargaret, who was the wife of William Mc- 
Gahon J Christian, whom Mr. Henry has 
not seen since he was six years of age ; David, 
who died in Dakota; Michael; Mrs. , A I ~  
Lemminy ; Robert Henry ; George W. ; and 
Vlrilliam P. 

Mr. Henry began farming in Warren 
county, Indiana. The first plowing which 
he did was with the wooden mold board and 
strap plow. He next plowed with a 
single shovel and cut his grain with a reap 
hook sickle and now owns a reap hook of 
pioneer clays, or a sickle mowing scythe. He  
came Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1853, 
and settled on his present farm, which he 
.purchased at seven dollars per acre. When 
his father's estate was settled he received 
four hundred and fifty dollars. With this 
and what he had accumulated he paid for his 
present farm, which was fenced and partly 
under .cultivation, a portion being plowed, 
but all around was wild prairie. On this 
land the Peacock plow was at first the only 
-kind with which he scoured the prairies. 
Then he had a shovel plow, and also the 
Springfield plow. In this primitive period 
.there was no kerosene and he has read by tht  
light of the prairie fires. They burned hickory 
bark and dip candles for lighting, and used a 
crane over the fire place before stoves came 
-into existence: When Mr. Henry and his 
wife settled on their present place wild game 
of all kinds was very plentiful. Deer, turk- 
eys, cranes, ducks, geese and prairie chickens 
-were -to be had in abundance, and the tables 
'of the pioneers were loaded with delectable 
food, such as would delight the epicure of 
-the present day. Many a time Mr. Henry 
assisted his mother to spin the wool, and all 

of the wool so spun was woven at  home into 
clothing for the family. The nearest trad- 
ing point to their home was Danville. In 
the early days the produce from his farm 
Mr. Henry hauled to Covington, Indiana. 
He made one trip to Chicago when a boy, 
with his brother David, in a wagon drawn 
by oxen and loaded with eight barrels of 
pork. They had to pass over many sloughs 
and camped out at night on the prairies, sur- 
rounded by howling wolves. Mr. Henry's 
present farm comprises three hundred acres 
on section 28, Newell township. Here he 
has for years carried on general farming and 
stock-raising and through his industry has 
acquired a comfortable competence, his well 
tilled fields and substantial home and build- 
ings indicating the enterprises and thrift of 
the owner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry are members of the 
United Brethren church. Mrs. Henry is an 
earnest worker therein and Mr. Henry has 
been a member since he was fifteen years of 
age, joining the church in Newell township. 
He has been class leader, steward and Sun- 
day-school superintendent and at  present is 
acting as trustee. He has been identified 
with the erection of nearly all the churches 
of Newell township, and the first one built at 
Myersville. Church service was held at  his 
home before the church was built, and later 
at the schoolhouse, and they had to use the 
wood thrown into the fireplace as a light. 
Since his arrival in this community Mr. 
Henry has taken a deep and active interest 
in Christian work and advancement, mani- 
festing his love for the Master, and many a 
one has been helped and inspired to better 
deeds through his influence. He  has ever 
been interested in the cause of education. 
He helped to build the first school in his 
neighborhood and inany other schools. H e  
is now living a retired life, having rented 
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nearly all his land, and he wdl merits the 
enjoyment of his present peaceful life. In 
politics Mr. Henry is a Democrat, believing 
firmly in the principles of the party to which 
he lends his support. 

We trust that in the lines of this sketch 
we have plainly set forth the beautiful spirit 
which has ever permeated the life of Mr. 
Henry and which has made him honored and 
revered in the community where he makes 
his home. From the efforts of such st-orthy 
pioneers has resulted the prosperity which 
Vermilion county enjoys and Mr. and Ilirs- 

Dmville. T k  father made a specialty of 
market gardening and from the time w h q  
he took up his abode here he remained COT 

tinuously a resident of Vermilion c o w  
until his death. This covered a period of 
thirty-fo~~r years, for he amt-ed here in 1%3 
and it was in 1.Sg7 that he passed away-. His 
wiie departed this life Jane 18, 1893. In 
their family were seven children, of whom 
f o ~ ~ r  are lix-ing-Martha, -Albertl Charles a@ 
11-illiarn J. Clzarles is conducting a bakery 
and confectionery establishment at Catlin, 
Illimis. and -Albert is connected with the 

Henry are citizens well worthy of rnaltiorl Kelly\-ille Coal Company. 
in this history. At a funeral service held In the common scl~ools of this city iVi+ 
at State Line City, a certain song was re- 
quested, and the only one who remembered 
the song was "Uncle George." He sang it 
over the phone, at a distance of nine n~iles, 
to the satisfaction and comfort of the friends 
and relatives. By sucll acts as these 11e has 
encleared himself to a large circle of friends. 
Just before their return to Kansas Uilcle 
-1aron Taylor and his family were at Mr. 
Henry's on Thanksgiving day and requested 
him to sing the song once more 1\-1lich he 
obligingly did. 

'IVhen sixteen years of age JVilliam J. 
-3inker began business in the line to which he 
yet devotes his energies. He  is now a well 
known and successful florist of Danville. car- 
rying on a retail business at 314 North Jack- 
son street, which is bringing to him gratify- 
ing success. He was born about a mile east 
of the city on the a3d of January. 1872, and 
is a son cf John F. and Sophia (Kanock) 
h k e r ,  both of whom were nati\-es of Ger- 
many. They were married, ho~l-el-er, in 

iam J. -4A-er acquired his preliminary ede  
cation and later he pursued a business course 
in the ]-an Bnskirk Commercial College. ,qt 
the age oi sisteen he became connected with 
the work of cultivating flowers, He built 
a greenhouse and thus opened the establisk 
ment I\-hich he has since conducted with in- 
creasing success. his trade continually grow- 
ing as the rears pass. He has made a close 
and thorougl~ study of the best methods of 
cultix-ating fancy flowers and has a compre- 
hensise and accurate kno\\-ledge of this 
branch of industry. For fifteen years he 
no\\- carried on b~isiness. His greenhouses 
are \\-ell equipped ~vith all modern accessories 
~leeded in this line and he produces some a£ 
the finest floral specimens ever seen in Dapr 
sille or the surrounding country. He large- 
ly sells to the local trade yet his shipments 
2re qnite estensi\-e and this branch of his 
b~isiness is constantlq- increasing in volume 

On the 16th of July, 1893, Mr. -1nkq 
was married in Danville to Martha Pries, 
1~110 was born on the state line. March 25, 
1873. and is an adopted daughter of Christ 
Pries. Her father's na.me was Henry Schau- 
berger. Her mother died during her i n f a s j  
and the little daughter was then adopted by 
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.:Mr, Pries. By her marriage she has become 
%he mother of two children, but Helena, born 
%arch 15, 1895, died September I, 1899, at 
*%he age of four years and six months. The 
4iving daughter, Esther, J\-as.born March I I, 
hgoo. Mr. Anker owns his home in Dan- 
%lie and also some business property in this 
5ity. ~e belongs to the Danville Local 
-Musicians Association, So.  go, and \\-as 
-formerly connected u-ilh the Danville Odd 
Tello\vs Band. He  is also a member of the 
&nnan Lutheran church. His entire life 
'has been passed in this city or its immediate 
vicinity and he is very widely knoll-n to 
-many residents of Vermilion c o ~ ~ n t y  with 
-whom he has had either social or business 
'relations. He  has \I-on due recognition of 
3abor in trade circles and has gained many 
:friends in social life by reason of the sterl- 
i ng  traits of his character. u-hich comnlend 
him to the regard and good \\-ill of all with 
-whom he has been associated. 

- LEIITIS C. LIESSSER. 

Though the life of LeG-is C. Messner 
5as  been one rather of modest reserve than 
of ambitious self-seeking, he has shown him- - 
self the peer of the leading men of Vermilion 
'county ~vhose efforts and mental talents 
Eiave won for them success and who hare 
pushed forward the \\-heels of progress and 
have contributed to the upbuilding of their 
fespective communities. Mr. Messner has 
not sought to figure prominently before his 
fellow men in a political \I-ay but has so 
directed his energies in the private walks of 
life that his labors have been of benefit to 
his fellow men, while bringing to him his 
individual success. For - many years he 
Practiced medicine. was also connected with 

mercantile enterprises in Potomac and is 
now a representative of its banking interests. 

Dr. RTessner was born in Darke county, 
Ohio, December r ;. 1844, a son of William 
and Anna (Hagerty) Messner. The Mess- 
ner family is of German origin. but was 
founded in rlinerica at an early day. 
Wril,liam Messner was born in Pennsylvania 
and when a young man went to Darke 
county, Ohio. whence he afterward removed 
to 3Tuncie, Indiana. For many years he 
was a resident of Jo Daviess county, Illinois, 
but el-entually- returned to Warren county, 
Indiana. where his last years were pasied, 
but he died in Potomac, Illinois, while 
visiting in the home of our subject. 
phvsician by- profession, he practiced success- 
fully both in Illinois and Indiana, doing 
mucll for the alleviation of human suffering 
in the communities in which he lived. His 
wife has also departed this life. They were 
the parents af ten children, of whom three 
are living. 

Iden-is C. hfessner accompanied his par- 
ents on their various removals and ac- 
q ~ ~ i r e d  the greater part of his literary 
education in the schools of Jo Daviess 
county. Illinois. At the age of fourteen he 
left schoo! and began clerking in a store in 
Elizabeth. Illinois. being thus employed for 
five years. during which time he earned the 
money necessary for a college course. 
Determining to enga,ge in the practice of 
medicine. he purstled his first course of 
lectures in the winter of 1865-6 and in the 
latter year came to Potomac, where he 
practiced until 1871. H e  then became a stu- 
dent in the Rush Riedical College of Chicago 
and graduated in the class of 1872. Return- . 
ing to Potomac he practiced successfu1Iy for 
seventeen years, en joying a large patronage 
indicative of the confidence reposed in his 
skill and ability. On retiring from the pro- 
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fession Dr. Messner devoted his attention 
to his mercantile interests, which he had 
previously established. He was the onner 
of a general rnerchantile store which he 
-began to enlarge and extend in scope after 
ceasing his professional labors and later he 
associated his son with him under !he firm 

'name of L. C. Messner & Son, this relation- 
ship being maintained until 1901. n-hen the 
Doctor disposed of his macantile interests. 
In 1 8 8 ,  in collnection with John Smith. he 
established the Bank of llarysrille. at 
Potomac. and for fifteen years these gentle- 
men were in partnership, since x~hich time 
Dr. Xlessner has been alone in the banking 
busi~~ess. which he has conducted success- 
fully. this being one of the strong financial 
institutions iil this part of the county. He 
has made a close and thorough study of 
u-hatmer work has claimed his attention. 
While practicing his profession he kept in 
t o ~ ~ c h  with the advancement continual1~- 
being made by the nledical fraternity and in 
hi:; nlercantile and banking inethods he is 
systematic and progressive. In addition to 
his other interests he is the 011-ner of two 
hutlclred acres of land in Vermilion  count^-. 
ancl associated 11-ith L. D. Lane he estab- 
lished the Messner & Lane Bank of Hen- 
ning. 

'In 1866 Lewis C. Ilessner was married 
to Mary Drummond and unto them \\-ere 
born two children: lt'illiam C.. ~ h o  is en- 
gaged in banking and merchandising in 
Jamaica, Vermilion county: and Kellie 31.. 
wife of C. G. Layton. of Potomac. IE 1873 
Dr. Jlessner redded Maria J. Clarke and 
their only child died in infancy. In June. 
~Sgg.  occurred the marriage of Dr. Xessner 
and Jennie Johnston. who died Ifarch 27. 
1903, leaving a baby boy. Lewis Clifton. Jr.. 
born February 6, 1903. 
- Fraternally Mr. klessner is a member of 

the >lasonic lodge of Potomac and he is a 
member and trustee of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church. In politics a Republican, he has 
long been an active worker in the ranks of 
the party and in 1875 he was appointed 
school treasurer of tom-nship I ,  range 13, 
and has held the oflice continuously since. 
Plans conducive to the general good re- 
ceive his endorsement. measures for the pub- 
lic benefit are given his hearty aid. -4t the 
same time he has carried on his private 
business interests 11-it11 such enera- that he 
has attained a place among the most suc- 
cessful men of his adopted citv. 

J. 31. ST-ray was born in Oak\\-ood town- 
ship. October 14. 1856. and is a son of An- 
d r e ~ ~  J. and Ellen (Smith) Il'ra-. the form- 
er a native of Indiana and the latter of Ken- 
tucky. The father was born in 18-35 and 
11-as a son of Il~illiam and -Abigail (Pass- 
more) 1.I-ray. n-110 TI-ere natii-es of Ohio. 
The Smith family was earls- established in 
Col-ington. Indiana. and on the 24th of De- 
cember. 1848. Ellen Smith gave her hand in 
marriage to -\ndre~\- J. \]-ray. with whom 
she removed iron1 Indiana to Illinois in 18j3- 
In their family were nine children five of 
 horn reached years of maturit!-. The three . 
eldest were born in Fo~zntain county. Indiana. 
but >Ian-. the first born. died in infancy. 
The others are : 3Irs. Letitia Barnhart. of 
this county. and 11-illiain. a butcher of Fith- 
ian ton-nship. In their family were also 
tn-ins who di-ed in infancy and the others 
\\-ere : J. 11. : Mrs. Eliza II-ray and -An- 
dre~\- of Oakn-ood ton-nship : and -Abigail, 
11-ho died in infanq-. 

Xndre~r- J. \Irray is a blacksmith by occu- 
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p&m, fdlowing that pursuit in Fountain 
county, Indiana, in early life. In 1853 he 
came to Verrrrilion county and here pre- 
empted land, purehasing his first quarter sec- 
tion for one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre. He afterward bought a forty acre 
tract at  twelve and one-half cents per acre, 
it being entered as swamp land. I t  is situ- 
ated on section 26, Oak\-ood township, and 
is now under cultivation being the property 
of the subject of this review. Its value has 
greatly increased, for it is to-day worth one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per acre. 
When Andrew J. Wray arrived in Vermilion 
county, Danville, then a little village, was 
surrounded by tracts of unbroken prairie and 
the work of progress and improvement had 
scarcely been begun here. He drove his 
stock to market at  Chicago and prices were 
very low compared to those paid at the pre- 
sent time. The country was full of wild 
game, including deer, and wolves were fre- 
quently killed. Mr. Wray was a great hunt- 
er and often returned to his home with his 
horse covered with furs and pelts of animals 
he had captured, many of which were mink. 
The first home of the family was a one-story 
log house containing two rooms and it was 
in this pioneer cabin that all of the children 
were born except the first three. Mr. TVray 
lived upon the home farm until 1898 and 
during that time placed it under a high state 
of cultivation. planted an orchard and added 
all modern impro\~ements and accessories. 
He  put in the first tiling used in the neighbor- 
hood and thus reclaimed land that had hither- 
to been uncultivable. He also built a good 
two-story residence upon his farm. At the 
time of the breaki~ig out of the Civil war he 
offered his sen-ices to the government but 
was not accepted- because of his eyesight. 
Later, however, he was drafted but not de- 
siring to go at that ti& he paid one hundred 

- 

dollars to a substitute. He was one of the 
st-zdard bearers of the Republican party and 
a membe~ of the Methodist church. 

While her hmband was engaged in the 
work of field and meadow Mrs. Wray per- 
formed the duties of the household and the 
equipments of the home were equally pri- 
mitive with those of the field. She remem- 
bers to have seen the fires built with flint 
and tow and she often spun and wove the 
materials used for clothing by the family. 
She was born April 16, 1826, and was a 
daughter of Ass and Jane (Finkland) Smith, 
both of whom were natives of Kentucky. 
In their family were seven children but Mrs. 
'CVray was the only child at  the time of the 
removal of the parents from Kentucky to 
Indiana. She can remember when corn sold 
for t~velue and one-half cents per bushel and 
when other farm produce bro~lgllt equally 
low prices. In order to assist in securing a 
comfortable competence she spun and wove 
cloth used in making the garments for the 
family. Mr. Wray hauled the timber from 
Covington, Indiana, to b ~ ~ i l d  his first house, 
osen being used in the place of horses. Fre- 
quently the family made their way to church 
in a wagon drawn by oxen, Mrs. Wray driv- 
ing a yoke herself. She is a most estimable 
lady, a worthy representative of a high type 
of pioneer women, and is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 

J. M. Wray, whose name introduces this 
review, had but limited educational privi- 
leges. In the summer months he had to herd 
cattle upon the prairie and in the winter 
season cared for the stock in tlte field, being 
thus engaged between the ages of seven and 
sixteen years. He  then learned the trade of 
a carpenter and was engaged in contracting 
and b~~ilding for twenty years, or until July, 
~ g o z ,  when he returned to the old homestead 
farm and is now actively engaged in agri- 
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cuItura1 work upon the land which he plowed 
when but eight years of age. He first used 
an old tu-elve-inch plow and cut his grain 
with a cradle. Later the rake was brought 
into use and in course of time improved ma- 
chinery was secured and greatly facilitated 
the work of the farm. He has witnessed the 
entire developnlent and growth of the county 
from an uncultivated prairie to its splendid 
condition of the present time. He lil-ed here 
at a period when it was necessary to go five 
miles in order to enjoy educational privileges, 
but his father was a friend of the schooIs 
and aided in buiIding four different school- 
houses and now \\-ithin a half-mile of the 
old homestead is a substantial brick school 
building, ~-11ich was erected at a cost of 
twenty-five hundred dollars. and the new 
Methodist Episcopal cl~urch, built at a cost 
of twenty-sis hundred dollars. is within a 
quarter of a nlile of Mr. Wray's home. 

On the I at11 of July. 1874. before he was 
nineteen years of age. Mr. iVray 11-as united 
in marriage to Enxna Brunner. who was 
born June 17, 18jg. and is a daughter of 
David and hlatilda (Depheildahl) Brunner. 
She obtained good educational privileges and 
tagght her husband how to read and write, 
for he had not learned to do those things 
when he was married. Seven children have 
been born unto Mr. and Mrs. ii7ray : Anna, 
i~ow deceased ; Elizabeth J.. of Oklahoma ; 
Andreit- D. and Sarah I.. who have passed 
away; Lettie and Rettie. twins \vho are at 
hon~e : and Emil. deceased. Mrs. llTray died 
at the birth of this child who lived to be but 
five months old. Elizabeth. the second mem- 
ber of the family. is the wife of Andrew 
Rookstod. who is living in Cleveland. Okla- 
homa. They have one child. Ardus. 

In his political 1-iews Mr. Wray is a Re- 
publican. He owns forty acres of the old 
home tract and is now successf~~llp engaged 

- 

in fanning, having a good home, supplied 
with all modern equipments and in keeping 
with the edvanced ideas of farming of the 
present day. &, -- -- . 

W. C .  JOHNSON. 

113th a clear conception of both the diffi- 
culties and possibilities for the development 
and improvement of the city through the 
medium of real-estate transactions, 14'. C. 
Johnson. a practical business man with keen 
foresight and executive ability, has laid out 
the Oak I-al1-n addition to Danville and is to- 
day the manager of the Danville Improve- 
ment -Associa*tion. Through his operations 
in real estate he has not only promoted his 
own success but has done much for the 
growth and development of the city. con- 
trolling improvements in the Oak Lawn ad- 
dition in a \tray to make it a valuable extai- 
sion to the city's borders. 

Mr. Johnson was born in Richmond, 
Kentucky, December 28, 1858, and is a son 
of R. H. and Susan (Goodloe) Johnson, the 
former a native of Corington, Indiana. and 
the latter of Frankfort, Kentucky. They 
were married in Richmond of the latter state 
and the father engaged in editing and pub- 
lishing the Richmond Messenger. --It the 
time of the Civil war he enlisted for service 
and after the close of hostilities he came to 
Dan\-ille. Illinois, in 1866. Here he be- 
came editor of the Dan\-ille Plaindealer. con- 
tinuing his connection with that paper for a 
number of years. after which he became a 
representative of the Dant-ille Times. He 
nest 1-as one of the founders of the Danville 
Kerns. owning a part of that paper. but after 
nine years he sold his interest and became a 
partner in the Danville Commercial. con- 
.timing the publication of that journal until 
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:he retired permanently from the newspaper 
field. About 1898 he was elected coroner 
of Vermilion county and is filling that office 
at  the present time. An active worker in 
the ranks of the- Republican party he puts 
forth every effort to promote its growth and 
insure its success. At one time he was a 
prominent member of the Masonic and Odd 
Fellows Societies, but takes no active part in 
lodge work a t  the present time. Both he 
and his wife hold membership in the First 
Christian church. 

JV. C. Johnson pursued his education in 
the schools of Richmond and afterward of 
-Danville, but has been largely self-educated 
in the school of experience, for at the early 
age of thirteen years he began earning his 
own living as "devil" in the News printing 
office. For eight years he was employed 
in different departments of that printing 
office, serving his apprenticeship as a com- 
positor, and at  the end of that time he entered 
the government service as assistant post- 
master of Danville, in which capacity lle 
served acceptably for eight and one-half 
years. His next step in the business ~vorld 
was as a merchant and until 1899 he con- 
tinued his connection with trade, but since 
that time has operated in real estate and 
-loans. As statecl above, in conjuilction 
with the Hon. George T. Buckingham, he 
laid out Oak Lawn addition to the city, con- 
taining one hundred and seventy-six acres. 
and this he has rapidly platted, it proving 
one of the valuable additions to Danville. 
Aside from being manager of the Danville 
Improvement Association he has other busi- 
ness interests, being the secretary and treas- 
urer of the Western Silica Company. 

On the 28th of October, 1882, in this city, 
occurred the marriage of Mr. Johnson and 
Ida Myers, who was born in Carey, Ohio. 
in November, 1859, a daughter of Leonard 

and Susan (Greenn-alt) Myers. In 1899 
Mr. Johnson 11-as called upon to mourn the 
loss of his wife, who died on the 7th of Feb- 
ruary of that year, and was laid to rest in 
Spring Hill cemetery. Four children have 
been born to them: Meta, Helen and Philip 
and Clinton, tu-ins. 

Fraternally connected \\-it11 the Masons, 
Mr. Johnson was raised in Danville Lodge 
in 1882, and he is also a member of -Athels- 
tan Commandery, R. T. He belongs to  the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity, to the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fello~vs, to the Mod- 
ern 11-oodmen of -America, and is esalted 
ruler in the Elks Lodge of this place. X 
strong advocate of the political principles 
constituting the platforin of the Republican 
party. his influence is given for its support 
ancl he is now serving as assessor and collect- 
or of Danville to~vnship. yet he has never 
been a politician in the sense of office seeking, 
preferring- to give his time and energies to 
his business affairs ~vhich capably controlled 
11a1-e brought to him creditable success. 

A A - - 

JOSEPH 11-ERNER. 

Joseph Werner is \\-ell kno11-11 in Danville, 
11-here he is noiv serving as alderman, and as 
a represe11tati1.e of the business interests of 
the city he is engaged in the manufacture of 
cigars. Throughout his entire life he 1ias 
resided in Danville. his birth having here 
occurred February 17. 1863. He is a son 
of Leopold and Johanna (Myers) Werner. 
both of 1v11on1 were natives of Germany and 
came to America in the year of 1856. settling 
first in Stamford. Connecticut, where the 
father was employed in a foundry for a few 
years. He  then came west, establishing his 
home in Covington. Indiana, where he de- 
voted his energies to the pork-packing busi- 
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ness for several years. His next removal 
brought him to Dan\-ille and here he contin- 
ued pork-packing until a few years had gone 
by, when he purchased a tract of land in 
Newell to\vnship 2nd turned his attention to 
farming. that b~tsiness claiming his attention 
until his demise, ~vhich occurred in Septem- 
ber. 1898. His n-idou- still survix-es him 
and resides on the old family homestead in 
Sew ell to\vnship. This 11-brth j- couple were 
the parents of five children : Teresa, the 
wife of John 11. Conlin. 1\-11o is foreman of 
the Commercial office. of Danville; -\ugust, 
who operates the honle iaml in Newell town- 
ship : Catherine. v-ko resides with her 1110th- 
er ; Adolph. ~r-110 is enlployed by the Consoli- 
dated Ice Coinpan>- of Chicago : and Joseph, 
of this revie\\--. 

Like the other ~lleriibers of the family 
Joseph Jtrerner pursued his education in the 
school near his home and the11 began work- 
ing for Joseph SIC-luliffe in a cigar factory 
of Dansille. For fourteen years he was em- 
ployed in different cigar factories, and in 
1859 1le embarked in business on his on-n ac- 
count, establishing a manufactory at So. 
305 South street. where 11e has since re- 
mained. He employs a number o i  es- 
perienced ~vorkmen and manufactures sev- 
eral kinds of higll grade cigars, selling most-- 
ly  to the local trade. His business has 
reached profiitable proportions and in tke 
enterprise 11-11ich he established thirteen years 
ago he is finding a good source of income. 

Mr. TI-erner was married to Miss 3fary 
Carey, a native of Indiana. and a daughter 
of Patrick and 31arq- Carey. both of'\vhom 
are deceased. Four children fiat-e been born 
unto our s~bject  and his wife : Carl, Uar- 
garet, Catherine and Elizabeth. 

In his political vien-s Mr. Werner has 
always been an earnest Democrat, keeping 
well informed on the issues of the day and 

taking an active part in the work of the 
Democracy. He  has served as an alderman 
of Dant-ille for the past ten years and at  the 
present time is holding the office. Progress, 
reform and improvement have been the 
causes for which he has labored in his official 
position and his efforts in behalf of the city 
]lave not been without desirable result. So- 
cially he is connected with the Modern IVood- 
men of Dan~ille, with the Catholic Order of 
Foresters, and with the Cigarmakers' 'L-nion - 
So.  So. Both he and his wife are members 
of St. Patrick's Catholic church of Danville, 
and they reside at So. 419 Commercial street, 
n-here the hospitality of their home is greatly 
enjoyed by their many friends. 

JOSEPH B-IIRD. 

More than one-third of a century ago 
Joseph Baird became a resident of Vermilion 
countv and has since bees a representative of ' 

its agricultural interests. He has witnessed 
11iuc11 of the growth and development of the 
county ~vitllin this period and has ever mani- 
fested a deep and active interest in measures 
pretaining to the general good. His life, 
thong-11 quietly passed, has been characterized 
by all that is honorable and straightfor\\-ard 
in his dealings I\-it11 his fello~v men and he 
therefore cotnmands the respect and confi- 
dence of those with ~vhoin he has been 
~issociated. 

Mr. Baird was bont in -4dams county, ' 
Ohio. Sovember 13, 182 j ,  and comes of a 
family of Irish lineage, his paternal grand- 
father, John Baird, having been born on 
the Emeraild isle, whence he crossed the At- 
lantic to the new world. Thomas Baird, 
the father, was a native of Ohio and after 
arriving at years of maturity he wedded Sus- 
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an Hughes, whose birth occurred in Pennsyl- 
vmia. - She was a daughter of Joseph 
Hughes, for whom our subject was named, 
and who was a stonemason by trade. The 
wedding of Thomas Baird and Susan 
Hughes was celebrated in Adams county, 
Ohio, where they began domestic life, the 
father devoting his energies to agricultural 
pursuits. Subsequently he removed with his 
family to Brown county, Ohio, where he re- 
mained until his death, which occurred about 
1860. His wife survived him for only a 
brief period, passing away in 1862, at  which 
time she was laid to rest by his side in Rail- 
road cemetery, of Brown county. In his 
political views Thomas Baird was a stanch 
Democrat, unfaltering in his support of #he 
principles in which he believed and both he 
and his wife were loyal and devoted mern- 
bers of the Christian church. In their fami- 
ly were eight children : John, who died at 
the age of twenty-one years; Mary Jane, 
who wedded J. Runalds, a resident of Ne- 
braska ; Joseph ; Frank, who married Agnes 
Jordan and after her death wedded Sallie 
Ann Baldwin, but both he and his second 
wife died in Champaign, Illinois; George, 
who was a soldier of the U-nion army in the 
Civil war and died from the effects of his 
military service; Thomas, who died at the 
age of eighteen years; Katie Ann, who died 
at the age of ten yeafs; and J. S., who 
wedded Julia Sparks and after her death 
married Rella Neville. His second wife died 
and he then married Mrs. Smith, making 
his home near Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Joseph Eaird pursued his education in 
subscription schools. He was first a student 
at Briar Red school in Adams county, Ohio, 
the little temple of learning being built of 
hewed logs and supplied with dab seats 
which rested upon wooden pegs. .He  be- 
came an expert at  making goose quill pens 

and he mastered the elementary branches of 
learning there t a~~ght .  Later he continued 
his education in the Koppel school, which 
was also conducted on the subscription plan. 
Through the winter months he there pur- 
sued his studies while in the summer months 
he aided in the labors of the home farnl. At 
the age of fifteen, however, he put aside his 
text-books altogether and thereafter his 
knowledge was broadened through reading, 
experience and observation. Learning the 
blacksmith's trade he folio\\-ed that pursuit 
in Brown county, Ohio, for a time and subse- 
quently removed to Ripley in Union town- 
ship near Cincinnati, Ohio, where he secured 
employment at his trade. 

IYhile residing in that locality Mr. Baird 
sought a companion and helpmate for life's 
journey- and wedded Miss Elizabeth Ann 
Baldwin, a native of Kentucky, but she sur- 
vived for only a few years, passing away in 
1857. In 1859 Mr. Baird was again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Lucinda 
Jiyckoff, v-110 died in 1860. In I 863 he was 
joined in wedlock to Mary Neal, u-110 is now 
living with him in this countj-. In the year 
186; Joseph Baird came to Vermilion coun- 
ty, Illinois, establishing his home upon a 
farm ~+-hich he cu1ti1-ated for some time. He 
then sold that property and removed to Fair- 
mount. Later. hon-ever. he rented a fami 
and is now living in Catlin township, super- 
intending his agricultural interests. His 
sons, George, Frank and Smiley, had all 
come to Vermilion c o t ~ ~ ~ t y  several years be- 
fore the arrival of the father and. purchasing 
land here. had become 13-ell-to-do. 

By his first marriage Mr. Baird had sis 
children: Thomas, now deceased, married 
Martha Jones and his widow resides with 
her two sons in Fairmount. George. the 
second of the family, is mentioned elsewhere 
in this work. Sarah Jane is the deceased 
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wife of Henry Browning who married again 
and lived in Vance township, Vermilion 
county, but both he and his second wife have 
also passed away. Frank is also mentioned 
elsewhere in this work. Smiley married 
Hattie Browning by whom he has five chil- 
dren and they reside upon a farm at Homer. 
Charles, the youngest child of this marriage, 
died at the age of four years. The children 
born unto Mr. Baird and his present wife 
were two in number, but only one is non- 
lix-ing, Samael J., who married Etta -Allison 
and resides with his father upon the farm in 
Catlin ton-nship. He has two daughters. 

In his political views Joseph Baird is in- 
dependent. He keeps well inforined on the 
questions and issues of the day, but gives his 
vote in support of men and measures rather 
than of party. While living in Ohio he 
served as superrisor for four terms, but he 
has never been an office seeker, preferring 
that his time and attention should be given 
to his business interests. His life record 
now covers seventy-seven years and there is 
much in his career that is worthy of emula- 
tion. Industrious and energetic he has 
labored earnestly for the welfare of his fami- 
ly and in all business relations has been found 
honorable and trust~vortl~y. In matters of 
citizenship he is public-spirited and progres- 
sive, withholding his support rrom no mea- 
sure which he has believed 11-ould prove of 
general good. During his residence in Ver- 
milion county he has become u-idely knon-11 
and all \\-it11 \\-horn he has been brought in 
contact entertain for him high regard. 

A A - 7 

BYRON E. CRONKHITE. 

Byron E. Cronkhite is a well known man- 
ufacturer of Rossville and for forty years he 
was enrolled among the wide-awake and pro- 
gressive farmers of V~nnilion county. still 

owning six hundred and forty acres of val- 
uable land which lies in Ross and Grant 
townships. From the spring of 1860 he has 
made his home in this county and his fidelity 
to the duties of a public and private life has 
been the salient element in winning for him 
the respect and confidence of his fellow men. 

l l r .  Cronkhite was born in 11-arren coun- 
ty. Indiana. a son of Sidney Cronkhite, 
\~-hose birth occurred in Sen- 1-ork, in 1808. 
Lei-i Cronkhite. the grandfather of our sub- 
ject. \\-as also a native of the Empire state 
and \\-as of German descent. the family hav- 
ing been established in Sew- \'Irork at a very 
early day by emigrants from the fatherland. 
-1bout I 8 I 3 he removed to Ohio and was one 
of the first settlers in that state. where he 
continued to make his home until about 1838. 
He then went to 11-arren co~~nty. Indiana, 
settling near the present ton-n of Uarshfield, 
where he purchased land and del-eloped an 
este11si1-e farm in co~lnectioil \!-it11 his broth- 
ers. Sidne- Cronkhite n-as a tall young 
man of eighteen years when the family locat- 
ed in the Hoosier state. -4s a companion 
and helpmate for life journey he later 
chose Cori~elia Tillotson. I\-110 \\-as born in 
Sew 1-ork and was a daughter of Luther 
Ti!lotson, another early settler of 11-arren 
county. Indiana. Sidney Cronkhite be- 
came an estensise farmer there. He 
worked earl!- and late in order to impr01-e 
the fields and raise good crops and i11 course 
of time became the on-ner of a valuable farm. 
upon which he reard his farl~il!-. There he 
also spent his last years. passing away in 
1875. His wife had died about 184.5 and he 
had aftern-ard married again. By the first 
marriage there u-ere four children : Priscil- 
la. the wife of Mansfield Reece. a farmer of 
Rice county. Kansas : John 11-.. who died in 
1872: Byron E.. of this revie~v: and Levi 
M.. 15-ho resides in Grant to~vnship. 
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- In Warren county, Indiana, Byron E. Mr. Cronkhite is a prominent Mason, be- 
Cronkhite spent the days of his childhood longing to the blue lodge and chapter. He 
upon his father's farm and at the usual age he votes independently at local elections, regard- 
entered the common schools, there pursuing ing onlv the capability of the candidates. 
his studies. He  remained on the home place His first presidential ballot was cast for Ab- 
until he had attained his majority and in the raham Lincoln in 1860 and for some years 
fall of 1859 he came to Vermillion county, thereafter he was identified with the Repub- 
Illinois. Here he spent a short time but did lican party. -4 self-made man, he deserves 
not locate permanently until the spring of much credit for what he has accomplished. 
1860. He first leased a tract of land, broke -1s the years passed he prospered in his work 
the fields and further improved the property. of improring his farm and his extensive 
Later he purchased land and added to his landed possessions are the visible evidence of 
original purchase from time to time as his his life of industry, thrift and enterprise. 
financial resources increased, so that he now 
owns six hundred and forty acres, the great- 

- & ,*, 

er part of which is contained in one tract. 
He  has erected two good houses and tv-o Tt'. IV. DULEY. 
sets of farm buildings, has planted orchards, 
has laid many rods of tiling and has thus 11'. I\-. Duley, a real-estate and collecting 
made substantial iillprovements upon his agent of Hoopeston, who is also filling the 
land, which he has converted into valuable position of justice of the peace, was born in 
farms. H e  also engaged successiullj- in rais- Fleming county, I<entucky, on the 22d of 
ing and feeding stock, but for several years May, 1837, and is a son of Hiram Duley 
he has rented his land, while he makes his wllo \\;as a minister of the Methodist Epis- 
home in Rossville. He came to the to\\-n in copal church and an enterprising farmer. 
the winter of 1903 and is now engaged in the The subject of this review comes of Irish 
manufacture of novelties. He has gotten lineage. His great-grandfather in the pa- 
out several important patents on devices of ternal line was a native of the Emerald isle. 
his own invention, including a plasterer's spelled his name Dooley, and became the 
trestle and also a grain separator. Both are founder of the family in the new world. 
valuable pieces of mechanism and are des- Hiram Duley \\;as the owner of considerable 
tined to have a large sale in the business land in Kentucky and successfully carried on 
world. H e  established a tile factory in farming throughout the years of his busi- 
Grant township in 1883 and was engaged in ness career. He died, however, in 1842, 
its operation until 1888, making tile in order when the subject of this review was but five 
to transform the swampy land into produc- years of age. His wife bore the maiden 
tive fields. Mr. Cronkhite is one of the direct- name of Sophia . --.- Northcott, - and was of Eng- 
ors and stockholders in The Fairweight Scale lish lineage. She is still living in Kentucky 
Company, of Danville. He has twenty- at  the old home place, at  the age of ninety- 
seven acres just outside the corporate limits two years. After the death of Rev. Hiram 
of that city, of which he has set off nine acres Duley she married his brother, Charles 2. 
on which the company is going to erect a Duley, who died several years ago. Our 
factory, the rest being laid off in town lots. subject had two brothers and one sister and 
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one of the brothers and the sister are yet liv- 
ing, namely: Benjamin Z.. who resides in 
Cato. Arkansas, and Mrs. Martha Shields, 
whose home is in L~ldIo\v, Missouri. 

Vpon the home farm LV. W-. Duley was 
reared. He received but limited educational 
privileges in the schools of Kentucky and at 
the age of twenty-one years he left home, 
after \\-hich he conducted a steam saivmill in 
the mountains. He thus made a fair start 
in Iiie, successfulIy conducting this enter- 
prise for three years. In 1860 he came to 
Vermilion county, Illinois. n-here he was en- 
gaged in farming and ~vorked until the 
time of his enlistment for service as a defend- 
er of the Union in the Civil war. I t  was on 
the 1st of September, 1861, that he \\-as en- 
rolled among- the boys in blue of Company C, 
Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, under the 
command of Captain E. B. Payne and Colo- 
nel Charles Elack. He  served under Gen- 
erals Fremont, Curtis. Schofield and Herron, 
with the -Army of the Frontier, being en- 
gaged in duty in Arkansas, Missouri and 
Indian Territory. H e  assisted in the cap- 
ture of a part of Quantrell's band at Silver 
Creek, Missouri, and was in the battles of 
Pea Ridge and Sugar Creek, ,irkansas. and 
Newtonia and Neosha, Missouri. -4t the 
battle of Pea Ridge he \\-as wounded in the 
knee. and still carries the bullet there. but has 
suffered no inconvenience from his n-ound. 
At the battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas. 
hoil-ever. he was shot in the thigh and this 
to some extent has interferred in the use of 
the limb. The government now gives hi111 
a pension of eight dollars per month. He 
served as a private and on account of his 
wound was honorably discharged at Spring- 
field, Missouri, returning to his home in Ver- 
milion county about the 1st of April. 1863. 

Through the following year Mr. Dulw 
enawed in no work. recuperating from his 

4 1  

I\-ounds and his army experience. He then 
began handling horses, buying and selling a 
number of stallions, and a year later he re- 
turned his attention to farming, which he 
continued until 189 I. In 1872 he purchased 
one hundred and sixty acres of land seven 
miles southeast of Hoopeston, there making 
I~is home until 1583, when he xx-ent \\-at to 
South Dakota and secured a claim of govern- 
ment land. He had three %hts under the 
law and t11u.s obtained four hundred acres. 
For six years he remained in that state. after 
which he sold a part of his land and mart- 

part. and returned to Grant ton-nship, 
Vermilion county. He lost everything he 
had in South Dakota because of three suc- 
cessive failures of crops, having undertaken 
to farm in the new country ~i-hen the land 
was not adapted for that purpose. For two 
pears after his return Mr. Dulev engaged in 
farming the land of C. -4. -Illen. In 1891 
he canle to Hoopeston. entering the employ 
of the Illinois Can Company. where he 
remained for five years in the vard and on 
the farm during the summer seasons. He 
\\-as then elected j~stice of the peace in 1897. 
and in 1901 he was re-elected, so that he 1s 
no\\- serving a second term. His decisions 
are fair and impartial, being based upon legal 
principles and the equity of the case. He is 
also engaged in real-estate operations and in 
making collections. 

In Bath county. Kentucky. in 1864. Mr. 
Puley was united in marriage to Letitia 
11-ilson. who \\-as born in Indiana. She had 
one brother who is yet living, George T. 
11-ilson. a farmer of Grant township. For 
about fifteen years he was foreman of the 
IIIinois Can Company. being the field 
manager during the crop season and also 
acting as overseer for the delivery of the 
corn to the factory during the canning seas- 
on. In 1902 Mr. Duley was called upon to 
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- mourn the loss of his ujife, \I-110 died on the 
' 7th of July of that year, her demise greatly 
regretted, because she possessed many excel- 
lent qualities which endeared her to a large 
circle of friends. She left three children : 
Ina AT., the wife of J. JV. Ogden, 11-110 is a 
mail agent on the ljTabash Railroad ; George, 
who is with his father in business ; and John, 
who married Frances Fernald, of Hoopeston. 
He is a traveling salesman representing a 
Louisville house, and makes his home in 
Hoopeston. 

In his political views Mr. Duleq- is a stal- 
wart Republican and for five years was to~vn- 
ship constable. He belongs to the Grand 
-4rmy of the Republic and for nearly forty 
years has been a member of the Christian 
church. Having long resided in this localitj-, 
his acquaintance is veq- wide and he enjoys 
the favorable regard of many with 11-hom he 
has been bro:ight in contact. 

FRAXK ~ 4 .  GIDDIXGS. 

Frank -1. Giddings 11-as born in Danrille 
May 6, 1868. His paternal grandfather was 
William Giddings, a native of Bedfordshire. 
England, in 11-hich place he was reared and 
married. He learned the trade of wagon- 
making in that country and in 1837 sailed 
from London to the new world, coming 
direct to Danville by way of the lakes. the 
canal and thence by team to his destination. 
He first worked at  his trade as a journeyman, 
but as soon as he had saved enot~gh he pur- 
chased his employers business and enpged 
in the manufacture of wagons and plows. 
constructing the latter with rvooden mold 
boards, but later manufacturing steel plon-s. 
He also continued the manufacture of wag- 
ons and carriages, building up an extensive 
business, which he continued up to the time 

of his death ia 187 j. He married Miss Caro- 
line Kitchener. who died in 1874. Their 
son. John 1V. Giddings, became the father 
of our stlbject. He  was born in Danrille 
and became associated in business wit11 his 
father and for many years continued in the 
manufacture of wagons and plou-s. He 
also established a heavy hardware business 
now conducted by his son, Frank, entering 
into partnership with James -4. Patterson, 
under the firm name of Giddings & Patter- 
son in 1879. The firm of J. IV. Giddings 
&r Son became successors to the original firm 
in 1894 and in 1900 the father sold his in- 
terest to his son. J. IV. Giddings has since 
been engaged in agricultural implenlent 
business at K@. I I Hazel street and thus for 
many year he has continued an active factor 
in commercial life in Danville and his bus- 
iness affairs have contributed largely to the 
coillmercial upbuilding of the city. In 1867 
he was united in marriage to Miss Samantha 
McKee, who was born in Georgetou-11, 1111- 
nois. and they  ha^-e t\vo-children, Frank ,A. 
and Jf'illiam E., the latter connected with 
the Danville fire department. 

In his youth Frank A. Giddings attended 
the schools of Danville and at the age of 
eighteen entered his father's establishment. 
becoming thoroughly familiar with the heavy 
hardware business in every detail. He con- 
tinued as an employe until 1890, when he 
went west to \Jiashington. there remaining 
until the fall of 1891. when he returned to 
this city and again entered his father's store. 
In 1594 he purchased a partial interest in 
the business which 1-as conducted under 
the firm name of J. IT. Giddings & Son 
until 1900. when Frank -4. Giddings became 
sole proprietor. He  has since conducted the 
enterprise with constantly increasing suc- 
cess. He handles everything in the line of 
blacksmith's and wagon-maker's supplies, 
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doing both a ~vholesale and retail business, 
covering eastern Illinois and western In- 
diana. His llouse sustains an escellent 
reputation because of its conformity to com- 
mercial ethics and its proprietor is 11-idely 
and favorably known in business circles. 

On the 1st of December, 1891, Frank 
A. Giddings \\-as married to hIiss 31ary F. 
DuBois, of State Line, Indiana, a daughter 
of Frank G. DuBois, one of the early set- 
tlers of Warren county, Indiana. Her 
father died in I ~ I  and his u-ido\\-. I\-ho 
bore the maiden name of Caroline L. H. 
Kent, is now living with Mr. and Mrs. 
Giddings. 12 son. Frank J., born September 
24, 1892, adds life and light to the Gid- 
dings household. 

Fraternally Mr. Giddings is connected 
with the Damascus Lodge, So. 84. K. P.. 
and politically he is a Republican. Success 
and failure lie eq~zi-distant from ever]; in- 
dividual a t  the outest of his career and it 
depends upon the inan in what direction 
his progress shall be made. Biography has 
proven again and again that success is not 

. a matter of genius or  of circumstance. but 
the outcome of clear jud,sment, esperience 
and close application and, realizing this 
fact, Frank A. Giddings has so directed his 
energies that to-day he is in control of the 
business enterprise of importance that classes 
him among the substantial residents of his 
native city. 

-: 

JOHN A. LITTLER. 

John -\. Littler is an honored ~e te ran  
of the Civil war and one who has been 
active in public affairs in Potomac and Ver- 
milion county. H e  has resided in this tyvn 
twenty-three years and is numbered among 
the old settlers of the county, where he has 

made his home since 1840. He was born 
near London, Ohio. April 2 ,  1838, and is 
a son of John Littler: TI-ho n-as married in 
that state to Cordelia Kadclifie. The father 
of our subject n-as a mechanic, a carpenter 
and joiner b ~ -  trade. engaging in building 
operations during his earl-  life. In  1840 
he removed to Illinois, settling in Vermil- 
ion county. and from the government he 
entered land which he broke and cultivated, 
developing there a good farm near lliuncie 
Upon that place he reared his family and 
spent his last years, his death occurring in 
1864. His wife sun-ix-ed him for a few 
years. passing axay in 1868. T o  this 
worthy couple were born five sons and tn-o 
daughters. all of trhom reached years of 
maturity, although John -4. and Cvrus R. 
are now the only ones living. 

John .A. Littler spent his bo~-hood days 
upon the old home farm. S o  event of 
special importance occurred to vary for him 
the routiile of farm life during his youth. 
The common schools afforded him 11is ed- 
ucational privileges and his training in the 
work of field and meado\v 11-as received under 
his father. with \~-hom he remained until 
he had reached man's estate. He  afterward 
worked at the trade of carpentering and 
building. doing busilless as a contractor for 
a few years. \\'hen the country became in- 
volved in Civil xvar and it was seen that 
hnsti l i  ties \vould probab1~- continue for a 
long period he resolved to aid in the preser- 
vation of the Vnion and enlisted in ,\upst, 
1862. as a n~ember of Coillpany B, Seventy- 
sisth Illinois 1nfantr~-. \vith which he went 
to the south. The regiment \\-as attached 
to the ]Yestern -Arm!- and he participated 
in the siege of 1-icksburg and the capture 
of that city. Later he \\-as in the battle of 
Black Ril-.er Bridge. and Jacksot1 and  as 
on detailed serl-ice for six months. He 
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then rejoined his regiment a t  New Orleans 
and was afterward in the engagement at  
Mobile and at Fort Blakely. Later he was 
sent to Texas and was mustered out at  
Galveston, that state, after which he re- 
turned to the north and was honorably dis- 
charged in Chicago in 1865. 

Immediately afterward Mr. Littler re- 
turned to his home and when he had some- 
what recuperated from the ill effects oc- 
casioned by the hardships of war he en- 
gaged again in co=lstructing and building for 
a few years, after which he turned his at- 
tention to the grain business in Fithian, be- 
ing one of the first to locate in that town. 
There he carried on business for about six 
years, after which he established his home 
in Muncie, where he was connected with 
the grain trade for two years. In 1879 he 
came to Potomac and here entered the rail- 
road employ as a station agent, acting in 
that capacity for eighteen years, during 
which time he had charge of the business 
of the Illinois Central Railroad. 

Mr. Littler was married in this county 
about 1868 to Mary A. Copeland, a natire 
of Illinois, reared and educated in this 
county, and a daughter of Hamilton Cope- 
Iand, who was one of the first settlers here. 
They now have two children, Fanny and 
Lulu L. The former is the wife of Charles 

. E. Judy. a farmer of Vermilion county, by 
whom she has three children. The latter 
is the wife of Elmer R. Kirkhart, no\v- of 
Asheville. North Carolina. The family has 
Iong been a prominent one in the comn~unity, 
the members of the household occupying 
an enviable position in the regard of their 
friends and acquaintances. 

A stanch Democrat in his political 
views, Mr. Littler cast his first presidential 
vote for Stephen A. Douglas, the "little 
giant" of Illinois, in 1560. In  1864 he voted 

for Abraham Lincoln, k i n g  then home on 
a furlough, and since that time has given 
his loyalty to the presidential nominees of 
the Democracy. LVhile a resident of Fith- 
ian he was elected assessor of Oakli-ood 
township and later justice of the peace, 
servjng in the latter position for three years, 
I\-hen he resigned preparatory to remov- 
ing to Potomac. Here he has also served for 
one term as justice of the peace and is now 
serving his second year as police magistrate. 
He has likewise been a member of the school 
board of Potomac, serving in that capacity 
at the time the present school building was 
erect ed. 

A member of the Masonic fraternity, 
he was made a Mason in Olive Branch 
Lodge at Danville, and later became a char- 
ter member of Potomac Lodge, in which he 
has filled all the offices. He is a past master 
and is likewise the present master, having 
served in the position for a number of terms. 
He has also represented the lodge in the 
grand loclge of the state on several occasions. 
His name is likewise on the membership roll 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fello~vs. 
in ~vhich he has filled all the chairs and 
is a past grand, while for three terms he 
has represented the subordinate loclge and 
the grand lodge at Springfield. He and his 
wife became members of the Order of the 
Eastern Star. but she is now demitted. Mr. 
Littler is likewise connected with the Re- 
bekah degree of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows and with the Grand Army 
Post, in which he was a commander. Many 
of the residents of Vermilion county have 
long remained within its borders, but among 
those who have had their residence here from 
an early day. none have been more loyal to 
its interests or taken a more active part in 
its progress. Sixty-two years have passed 
since his arrival and he is justly regarded 
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as one of the pttblic-spirited citizens whose 
worth is widely known and ackno~~~led~ged. 
On the field of battle he was a valorous 
soldier, and in times of peace he is eq~~al ly 
faithful to his cormtry. 

John McE'arland is the owner and 
operator of a valuable farm of three hun- 
dred and eighty acres, situated on section 
11, Oak\\-ood ton-nship. He  was born in 
Somerset county, Pennsy1~-ania, July I 5th 
1818, and is a son of John and Elizabeth 
(Layton) McFarland. His father \\-as a 
native of Scotland and his mother of Penn- 
sylvania. They were married in the Ke?-- 
stone state and there the father folloi~ed 
farming. From there they removed to Bel- 
lnont com~ty, Ohio. settling near Henq-s- 
burg, \\-here they resided for twenty years. 
They came to Verrnilioi~ county. Illinois. in 
1Sj9, their son John having located here 
on the farm he now owns. in 1856. The 
father and mother made their 110111e with 
their son John until their death. The father 
died in 1862, at  the age of eighty-four years 
and the mother died in Ohio. in 1Sj4. 
John McFarland. Sr.. \\-as a member of the 
Presbyterian church and in politics was a 
11-hig. He  served in the war of 1812 and 
fought at Fort hleigs. with Generals Har- 
rison and Johnson. He shot Tecumseh. 
the Indian chief. at the same time General 
Johnson's fatal shot was fired. Johnson 
always divided the honor of killing the 
Indian chief with Mr. D'IcFarland. The 
grandfather of our subject lived and died 
in Scotland. whence his four sons. John and 
three brothers. came to  America. 

John McFarland of this review was one 

of a family of seven boys and five girls, 
only one now living. Janet the u-idow 
of Charles Turner. who makes her home 
n-ith Mr. McFarland. In  the district schools 
of Bedford count-. Perms\-11-ania. Mr. hlc- 
Farland received his early education. The 
"temple of learning" was a log cabin, with- 
out an\- floor. ivith poles for seats and ~ l t h  
holes cut for \\-indoxvs \\-hicll were covered 
with oiled paper and fastened by pegs. His 
training in educational \\work \I-ould con- 
tinue through three months in the winter 
season. The remainder of his time was 
spent in work 011 the farm. where he labored 
with his father and brothers. and their la- 
bors resulted in making the frontier home 
a pleasant and con~fortable one. 3Ir. 1Ic- 
Farland only received three terms of school- 
ing. The fireplace of the school \\-as eight 
feet across. \\-as made of rock and mud and 
would burn logs eight feet in length. - i s  
so012 as he was old er~ough to reach the 
pion- handles he pion-ed in the fields. He 
also chopped timber and remained with his 
father until after he \\-as old enough to vote. 
He then canle to Sandusky. Ohio. and hired 
out to l l r .  Holderman, receiving a salary 
of s is  dollars per month. H e  nest went 
to \17arren county, Pennsylvania. and from 
there \vent to Indiana. n-orking for a Mr. 
Johnson. He  then purchased three boats, 
u-hich he loaded \\-it11 corn. but as the river 
was very .high all three of the b a t s  were 
lost. 

-1bout 1847. in I\-arren county, Indiana, 
Mr. XcFarland \\-as married to Miss Eliza- 
beth Osford. \\-l~o \\-as born near Perrys- 
1-ille, 11-arren count\-. Indiana. She was 
a daughter of -Abraham Osford. Her 
mother was a Miss Davidson, and they 
were married in Ohio. The father follo~r-ed 
farming throughout his active career and in 
politics was a Republican. Xrs. McFarland 
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was a member of a family of three boys 
a i ~ d  four girls. She died in 1854, and in 
1857 Mr. McFarland was again married, 
his second union being with Mrs. Henrietta 
(Catlin) Dalby, who was born near Chilli- 
cothe. Ohio, November I j. 182 I. She was 
reared in Vincennes, Indiana. Her mother 
had two brothers, Aaron and -Arnold, who 
were soldiers in the Revolutionary war. 
Her  father was Daniel Catlin. a native of 
New York, who married -Annie Brown, a 
native of Connecticut. They were married 
near Chillicothe, Ohio. where they lived for 
a time, and then settled on a farnl at Evans- 
ville, Indiana. Later they ivent to Prince- 
ton, Indiana. From there they removed 
to Illinoiss, where they remained for two 
years. They then returned to Princeton, 
Indiana. where they remained for fifteen 
years, remo~ing thence to Springfield, Illi- 
nois, where they made their home until 
their death. The father died about 1850, 
and the mother about 1848. They were 
both members of the Baptist church and he 
was a Republican. They were parents of 
nine children. 

By his first marriage Mr. McFarland 
had six children, four of whonl reached 
years of maturity. Elijah. now deceased, 
married Lena Chester. His wide\\- resides 
in Oakwood township, with her six children. 
Newton. also deceased, married -\lice hlead, 
who resides in Oak~vood to\~nship and has 
one child. Rachel is the wife of -%sa Knox, 
of Danville, and they have one child. 
Martha is the wife of Orin Stoker. of Pitts- 
b ~ ~ r g ,  Kansas, and they have three children. 
Unto Mr. 14cFarland and his second wife 
were born t ~ v o  children who are now living. 
Elmira is the wife of Zeno Stylings. They 
have two daughters and reside in Fair- 
mount, Illinois. Emma became the wife of 
John Littler. After his death she married 

William Weaver. By the first marriage she 
has one son, and by the second marriage 
has three daughters, living. Mrs. McFar- 
land by her first marriage with Mr. Dalby, 
became the mother of four children who arc 
living. Elizabeth is the wife of Vincent 
Hayes, resides in Chanlpaign county, Illi- 
nois, and has five children. William mar- 
ried Alice Smith. -1fter her death he mar- 
ried Ella ITThitiker. H e  had two children 
by his first union and four by his second, 
and is now a resident of Oakwood ton-n- 
ship. Xary Eliza is the wife of John T. 
Ellis and resides near Vandalia, Illinois. 
They have three sons. Julia Frances is the 
~vidon- of Edward Littler, residing in 
Muncie. Illinois, and has two children. 

-After his first marriage Mr. McFarland 
remained in Indiana until about I 8 j 5, when 
he came to Vermilion county and b o ~ ~ g h t  
his present farm from the heirs who owned 
it. He has resided here continuously since 
and his large farm is a model one of neat- 
ness and thrift. He  has a large and com- 
fortable residence and good barns and leads 
a quiet, pleasant life surro~~nded by all the 
comforts and many of the luxuries of life. 
When he came to Vermilion county, land 
was worth ten dollars per acre. He paid 
fifteen dollars per acre for his farm, which 
had been partly cultivated, but he has tiled 
and improved it until it does not seem the 
same place. At that early day Danville had 
a population of twelve hundred. He  and 
his partner. Mr. Perbasco, bought all the 
hogs on the 'CVyandotte preserves and drove 
them from Sandusky, Ohio, to  Baltimore, 
over the rnol-lntains, a distance of five hun- 
dred miles, and sold the twenty-five hun- 
dred hogs in a bunch. Sometimes they had 
to sew moccasins on the feet of the hogs 
so they could travel, as their feet ~vould be 
completely worn out. This was before Mr. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 1023 

llicFarland came to Illinois. Mrs. McFar- 
land has also many interesting reminiscen- 
ces to tell of former days-the days of the 
cotton gin, spinning \vl~eels and primitive 
times when there were no matches. She 
says in those early days they could not buy 
a sifter to sift their meal. This difficulty 
was obi-iated by punching holes in a piece 
of calf-skin and spreading or stretching it 
on a hickory hoop. The pioneers o i  those 
days knew ~ v l ~ a t  it was to be deprived of 
necessities which are so colnnlon to our ad- 
\-anced state of civilization of to-day that 
11-e scarcely notice them. 31r. llcFarland 
is a hale and hearty old gentleman of 
eighty-four years, and his wife is also a 
genial and kindly lady who has had many 
interesting experiences of frontier life. Mr. 
lIcFarland has held all the offices of his 
to\\-nship. He  and his wife are devoted 
nlen~bers of the Baptist church and in poli- 
tics he is a Republican. Honored and highly 
respected people of the con~rn~init>-. they 
enjoy the regard of many friends and 
acquaintances. 

A - - 7 

-11,PHEUS CRLZ-AS. 

,Alpheus Cruzan is a \\-ell kno\\-n con- 
tractor in street pal-ing. concrete construc- 
tion and cement I!-alks at  Dandle.  He  de- 
serves mention as one of the leading rep- 
resentatives of industrial interests here. and 
although yet a young man. his knon-ledge 
and enterprise have already brought him a 
comfortable competence. 

31r. Cruzan. was born in 31anchester. 
Ohio. in 1866. His father. R. S. Cruzan. 
was a native of Indiana, and in early liie 
follo\ved farming. in the vicinity of Man- 
chester. Ohio, where he on-ned considerable 
land. In  1867 he left that place and re- 

moved to Cpthiana, Kentucky, where he 
continued to make his home until 1880, 
1%-hidl was the year of his arrival in Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky. Throughout his business 
career he carried on pursuits. 
His wife bore the maiden name of Eliza 
Jane Conner, and was a nhtive of the Blue 
Grass state. They became the parents of 
three children. but the tu-o sisters of our 
subject are now deceased. 

-Alpheus Cruzan. having acquired his 
early education in the comlnon schools. later- 
continued his studies in the Central 'Lini- 
\-ersity, at Richn~ond, where he pursued a 
general course. He af tm-ard  engaged in 
bookkeeping for several years, in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and follo~sed the same profes- 
sion srrbsequent to his removal to Danville, 
in 1889, being for three years connected 
with the Golden Rule store in that capacity. 
In 1892 he left Danville and went to Lex- 
ington. Kentucky, \\-here he 11-as engaged in 
the lunlber business with his father under 
tl-re firm style of the Cruzan Lumber Cam- 
pan?. being a third olsner in the enterprise. 
For three years he \\-as associated with that 
business and then again came t o  Dandle,  
where he aided in organizing and putting 
in operation the Dan\-ille Telephone Corn- 
pan!. It was a stock company, incorpo- 
rated. and Mr. Cruzan was chosen treasurer 
ailtl director. serving in those capacites for 
about five years. -It  one time he 011-ned a 
controling interest but disposed of his tele- 
phone business in  yo. H e  then took up 
contracting in street paving and cement 
construction. the business being now car- 
ried on under the name of XIpheus Cruzan. 
He is engaged in concrete construction in 
pasing. grading. escavating and in con- 
structing sewers. and his annual business 
amounts to about seventy-fi\:e thousand 
dollars. I le  employs on an average of fifty 
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people during the busy season, working five 
crews in his concrete construction. His 
patronage comes from a wide territory in- 
duding Chicago, Clinton, Lafayette, Indi- 
ana, Detroit and Adrian Michi,-, and 
Danville. The paving is done in brick, 
granitoid and concrete. The ~ ~ - o r k  is of an 
enduring quality and has therefore even  
general satisfaction. 

In this city. in 1892, Mr. Cruzan 11-edded 
Georgians Forbes, of Danville. and unto 
them have been born four children: Georgi- 
ana, Margaret Mansfield, Elizabeth and 
Roberta Simpson. Mrs. Cruzan's parents 
are both deceased but her stepmother. 
Catherine S. Forbes, makes her home with 
our subject and his wife. Mrs. Cruzan has 
a half-brother, C. 141. Forbes. of Danville. 

In his social affiliations -4lpheus Cruzan 
is connected with the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pyth- 
ias and the Court of Honor. In politics 
he is a Republican, but has never sought 
or desired office. serving only for one tern1 
as city alderman. His home is at No. 107 
West North street. He has made good use 
of his opportunities, and has prospered from 
year to year, has conducted all business 
matters carefully and s~~ccessfully and in 
all his acts displays an aptitude for success- 
ful management. His manner is kindly and 
genial and to this perhaps. as well as to 
his business ability is d t ~ e  his creditable 
standing in the social and business world. 

S-AMU EL Ii-ATERS ALLERTOS. 

One of the largest lando\vners in Ver- 
milion cottnty and founder of the town bear- 
in3 his name, h ~ ~ t  who makes his home in 
Chicago, is Samuel 1:'. Allerton, who traces 

his ancestry to Isaac Allerton, who came 
over in the klayflower in 1620. Isaac Al- 
lerton was a native of England and was 
born between the years I 583 and I 585, the 
esact date being unL-nowin. He  resided in 
London for some time prior to his removal 
to Holland in 1609. I t  is generally admitted 
that he was the wealthiest of all the Pil- 
grims and was one of the few among them 
to whose names Bradford and other con- 
temporaneous writers always gave the pre- 
fix "1Ir." which in those days \\;as used as 
an indes of superior family or respectabil- 
ity. IIe was also one of the three upon 
\~-l~orn the privilege of citizenship was con- 
ferred by the city of Leyden, his associates 
in this honor being IVilliam Bradford, aft- 
er~,~-arc1 governor of the Plymouth colony, 
and Degory Priest, his brother-in-lan-. He 
11-as first married in the city of Leyden, KO- 
 emhe her .#, I 61 I ,  to Mary Norris, of K L en-- 
bun-. England, and at the time of the sail- 
ing of the Mayflower he had four children. 
His wife died February 25. 1621. In 1626 
he married Fear Breu-ster. daughter of El- 
der \\rilliai~~ Brewster. She \\;as a woman 
of pleasing appearance and of pious dispo- 
sition and nTas the mother of Isaac Allerton, 
the second of that name, from whom the Al- 
lerton family is descended. She died in 
~03,:. n-hiIe his cleat11 occurred in 1659. 

Samuel IV. Allerton is of the ninth gen- 
eration from Isaac Allerton, of whom men- 
tion has just been made. He was born a t  
Ilrnalia. Dutchess county. New York, and 
is a son of Samuel IV. and Hannah (Hurd) 
-Allerton. the former also being a native of 
-4menia. born December 5. 1775. He was 
united in n~arriage to Hannah Hurd March 
26. 1808. She mas born in South Dover, 
Dutchess county. Nen- York, and was the 
eldest daughter of Ebenezer and Rebecca 

C Phillips) Hurd, her father being an exten- 
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sive farmer and stock-dealer in Amenia. 
l3y this union there were nine children. eight 
of whom were living- in January. 1899. at  
a combined age of over six hundred and 
thirty years. In  his early life the father of 
our subject studied for the medical' profes- 
sion but changing his mind he learned the 
tailor's trade and became a merchant tailor. 
while at the same time he carried on a coun- 
try store. In 1828 11e \\-as one of the pro- 
moters in building a n-oolen mill and estab- 
lishing a factory. In consequence of the re- 
duction of the tariff in 1533 nearly all the 
manufactories in Sen- England were ruined. 
and 4lr. ;illerton lost nearly all his fortune. 
I n  1837 he went \vest to Iowa \\-it11 the hope 
of building up his fortune but \\-as taken 
sick znd returned to his eastern home. In 
1842 he removed to 'I-ates county. Sen- 
york. lvl~ere he rented a farm. and in 1848 
he bought a farm in 11-ayne county. it1 the 
same state, ~ v l ~ e r e  he lived the remainder 
of his life. l i e  was a Inan of sterling in- 
tegrity. was a 1,-niversalist in religious be- 
lief, ancl lil-ed to the ripe old age of ninety- 
nine years ant1 eight months. 

Samuel 11-aters A-'llerton. our subject. 
was but seven years of age \.\-hen his father 
failed in b~~siness, at  n-lticl~ time he received 
an in~pression 11-hich has influenced his noble 
life. IVl~ile the sheriff \\-as selling his fa- 
ther's propert:-, his mother shed tears when 
two horses ~vhiclt had been 11ighly prized 
were sold. Putting his arms around his 
mother's neck he told her that he 11-ould be 
a man and provide for her. In after life 
he kept his promise. He was the youngest 
of the nine children and lil-ed in -Amenia un- 
til he was fourteen years of age. but corn- 
menced to work for himself when he was 
twelve years old. In 1 8 4  he went to 1-ates 
county with his parents and rentainecl 11-it11 
them until they had saved enough money 

to buy a farm in IiVa>-ne county. With his 
brother Henry. he then rented a farm and 
made fifteen hundred dollars. which they 
ic~ested in a farm in I\-ayne county. lea\-- 
ing still three thousand dollars ~mpaid. 

Renting another farm Mr. -Illerton be- 
gan its cultivation and at the end of three 
years had saved thirty-two hundred dol- 
lars. He then 11-ent to Sen-ark where he 
n-orEed witit his brothers on their farm and 
traded in a small \\-av in livestwk in 11-ape 
coy-~nty. On his return from -Albany and 
Sen- 1-ork. \\-here he had gone \\-it11 some 
stock. he said to his brother Henn-: "I be- 
lieve I know as I I I L I C ~  as the dealers I met 
and as we non- have the farm paid for and 
three thousand dollars in mone~-. I \\-ill set- 
tle with )-ou. you taking the farm and I tak- 
ing the n~onej-." His brother replied : "If 
sou continue as you are in a few years )-ou 
will o\1-11 the best farm in the countr?;. but 
if vou \\-is11 to try the livestock business, all 
right. we \\-ill settle on this basis. This is 
all the adrice I have to give J-OLI. '5.-ou \\-ill 
run acros3 smart atld tricky men. but they 
aln-a!-< die poor. -\lake a name and char- 
acter for yotlrseli and you are sure to \\-in." 

The iirst hundred cattle Santuel bought 
after (:is<olving partnership \\-it11 his broth- 
er. he sold it1 Seu- \--ark at a loss of seven 
hunrlred dollars. This made him sick but 
c2lling on an e1derl~- uncle n-ho had made 
a snccess in life. he was told by his uncle. 
"JJs boy. you are prett\- sick. but don't lose 
your courage. I never found but one dead 
sure thing. and that was hoeing corn at  fift:? 
cents per clay. If you make money J-ou must 
sometimes lose it. T r -  it over." 

bent this time women had burned a 
nuinbet of bridges on the Erie Railroad be- 
ca:lse the trains 11-oulcl not stop for dinner. 
Going to Erie. 31r. -Allerton purchased one 
hundred head of cattle \\-hich he shipped to 
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New York over the Erie Railroad, and 
which on account of the burned bridges had 
to be unloaded and driven to Dunkitk, where 
they were reshipped. On his arrival he 
h ~ m d  the market short 011 cattle, and his 
venture netted him three thousand dollars, 
which gave him new courage. He then 
drifted \vest and for one year fed and raised 
cattle in Fulton connty. Illinois. The finan- 
cial panic which swept owr the country at 
that time wiped out aii the capital he had, 
and becoming ill he concluded that he could 
not stand the n-estern climate. Returning 
east, he bought an interest in a store with 
his brother in Newark, New York, and for 
a short time engaged in mercantile business. 
Selling goods, I-~owever, was not agreeable 
to him, as he desired to deal on a larger 
sale. 

While resicling in Illinois 11e had met a 
daughter of Xstor C. Thompson, of Fulton 
county, that state. Having regained his 
health, he sold his interest in the store and, 
gathering the money he had left and Bor- 
rowing five thousand dollars, he canle nest, 
the young lady in Fulton county being the 
principal attraction. On his arrival there 
he traded a little, but in March, 1860, he re- 
turnecl to Chicago. which has since contin- 
ued to be his home. On the 1st of July, 
1860. he was united in marriage to Miss 
Pamilla R i .  Tl~ompson, at Peoria, Illinois, 
and with his young bride returned to Chi- 
cago, "where the \\-orld turned around every 
twenty-four hours." and urhich was the 
proper place in which to trade. 

On going to Chicago, Mr. -4llerton coin- 
menced to brty and sell livestock in a small 
wav, there being then no general market in 
the city escept for a short time during the 
winter. Sllippers generally took their live- 
stock to the eastern markets. -About this 
time there was a decided break in the Chi- 

cago market. and Mr. Allerton desired to 
buy, but having formed no connection with 
any bank there, thequestion was how to get 
money. -Amon& his few acquaintances in 
Chicago \\-as a man by the name of Tobey, 
~vhonl he asked to take him to a bank and 
identify him. Mr. Tobey was willing to do 
this but he saicl that he cotlld not guarantee 
ant-thing. He was assured by Mr. Allerton 
that he only wished to be identified and that 
he \I-ould arrange the balance. He \\-as taken 
to the bank of George Smith and, on being 
introduced. saicl to Mr. JiTillard, "If I pay 
for three teleggams, one to Halstead, Cham- 
berlain & Company, asking if they will pay 
my draft; one to your own correspondent, 
to ascertain jf Halstead, Chamberlain & 
Company are all right; and one to my ohin 
bank to assure you that I am all right, can 
I come down to-morro\v and sell you a sight 
draft ?" He replied "Yes." Mr. Xllerton 
went back to the stockyards and bought all 
the hogs in the market and went down with 
a draft for eighty thousand dollars, asking 
Mr. Iliillard it' he had received replies to 
his telegrams. His answer was that he had 
and that the replies were favorable. Mr. 
-1llerton handed hiin the draft and was told 
that he could not discount so large a draft 
on telegrams and that he had supposed that 
he I\-ould not \i-ant more than five thousand 
dollars. Mi-. -1llertoi-1 said, "you know Mr. 
Tobey and you certainly do not think that 
he ~i-oulcl ii-Itroduce a thief to you." 

Mr. IVillard, ho~vever, would not dis- 
count the draft and Mr. Allerton found him- 
self in a position where he must have the 
nloney but what to  do he did not know. 
Leaving the bank. he accidentally met a man 
from Syracuse, New k-ork, and asked him 
if he was acquainted with any banks in Chi- 
cago, and was told that he knew Aikens & 
Norton. He was taken to then1 and intro- 
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duced. Mr. --likens Iooked over the tele- 
grams and signified his 11-illinPess to com- 
ply with Mr. -4llerton's request, but that he 
11-ould have to charge one per cent. for the 
use of the money. i n  this way Xr .  -1ller- 
toil became a customer of -%kens & Sorton. 
The Civil war broke out and the nation 
needed money. Congress passed the nation- 
al bank act. issuing bonds to secure the cir- 
culation. This xvas regarded by 11r. -Iller- 
ton as a step in the right direction toward 
a natioila! currency, as the nation had never 
hail anything but "red dog" and "bob- 
tailetl" currency. T o  start a national bank 
\I-oultl aid the go\-ernment and give the peo- 
ple uniform currency. b t~ t  ior some reason 
the people seemed slolv to start national 
banks. 31 r. -illerton asked Mr. -\ikens u-11y 
he did not start one and \\-as answered, "be- 
cause lle feared he could not get the stock 
taken." Mi-. -~llerton said that he, 11-it11 five 
other men. \vo~dd take ten thousand dollars 
each. In this way the First Sational Bank 
of Chicago. one of the strongest financial 
illstitutio~ls in the countrq-. was started. 

By his union \\-it11 Pamilla Thomp- 
son two children were born. Kate Bennett, 
born June 10. 1863. mari-ied Dr. Francis 
Syclnej- Papin, October 14, 1885. and after 
his death married Hugo R. Johnson. Rob- 
ert Henry was horn March 20, 1873. The 
illother of these children died and Mr. -\I- 
lerton later married her sister, -4g1es C. 
Thompson. the marriage cereillony being 
solemnized hiarch I j. 1882. They now re- 
side in a beautiful home on Prairie avenue, 
Chicago. 

3Ir. -4llerton has been a very successful 
business Inan and is well knon-n throughout 
the state and nation. H e  wrote the first let- 
ter published in the Chicago Tribune in fa- 
I-or of organizing the Union Stockyards. so 
as to bring all buyers and sellers together, 

which has made it the greatest livestock 
market in the world and also made Chicago 
n money center. He ah-a>-s had the desire 
to own a farm when he succeeded in accurn- 
ulating enough money. His desire has cer- 
tainly been gratified. and he is to-day one of 
the largest farmers in the country who culti- 
vates his on-n land. cultivating about forty 
thousaiid acres in the very best manner. He 
is said to ha\-e a hobby for purchasing poor- 
ly prod~~ctix-e lands and by cultivation 
''makes then1 blossom as a rose." He  has 
iarge interests in ranches and gold mines 
and has lands in Dakota, Sebraska. Iowa, 
I llinois. Indiana. Ohio. Perms>-lvania and 
Sew and has alij-ays been interested 
in the livestock trade and continues to ship 
livestock to Sell- 1-ork and England. 

31r. -illerton received his early political 
ed~rcation from Henry Clay and Horace 
Greeley. ant1 has always been a strong be- 
lie\-er in a protective tariff and free schools. 
H e  re~uembers that in the can~paign of 
I S-u. \\-hen Henry Clay was a candidate for 
the presiclency. the issue \\-as "Shall 11-e put 
a tarifi on iron and inaugurate free schools?" 
The Democrats said that "a tariff \\-ould 
built1 up home n~onopolies and free schools 
\~ou ld  be a burden and a t a s  on the people." 
Cia!- replied "Give the people free schools 
so as to increase their intelligence. their en- 
ergy and inclustry, and home competition 
\\-ould reduce the price of iron." I t  was 
then one hundred dollars a ton. Remem- 
l~ering the \\-ords of Henry Clay and believ- 
ing the free school system has made this 
great nation. J[r. -iIIerton by giving the 
land. has had school houses built on each 
of his farms. Since the organization of the 
party he has been a stallvart Republican and 
has h e n  mentioned and his election adv-o- 
cated bv some of the best neti-spapers and 
best citizens of the state for the high office 
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of United States senator. That he ~vould 
honor the office and p p l e  of the state goes 
without questio11. H e  once ran for ma\-or 
of Chicago in the interests of civil service 
with 110 pleclges to any one. His desire \\-as 
to give the city an honest. clem adnlinis- 
tration. The office \voultl have ~ I I  no  
honor to him but he \\-auld have honored 
the uk3ce. I t  was his intentic711 to employ 
the k t  engineers in the ct>untry to settle 
the vexed question of engineeriilg and in 
al! departments of the city gSt)\-enlment to 
put the right man in the riglit place. irre- 
spective of politics. H e  carried the nortli 
division of the city ant1 tlie other intelligent 
~vnrrls but \\-as beaten 1)~- a sllarp politicnl 
trick o i  his opponent. 

l l r .  -\llerton believes that all men s l l ~ ~ ~ l t l  
try to lead a successful life: this he a\\-es t ~ 3  

liimseli. his friaitls ant1 llis people. He 1x- 
lieves that young men tcb~lay ha\-e better 
oppc>rtunities for arlvnncenie~lt tllrin ivhe11 
he was n lmy. and that they have better 
teachers and better schot)ls. l,?bt>r is higher - 
a11d the necessities of life are clleaper. arid 
therefore the i)pport~iiities are 11luc1l gent-  
er  for success. His life is certnil~l!- an ob- 
ject lesson for the y(>ung men of to-tlr\!-. 
nncl he certainly tleserves a11 the 11~>11nr 
' ~vhicli lie receives. 

-\~~lo~ig the best. most energetic and 
enterprising farmers 31~1 stock-misers t>f 
Geoxgeto\\-n to\vnsliip. is John I\-. Cl inp~i .  
whose landed possesions also estetlii iiltir 
Catlin to\\-nship and his propem- interests 
comprise several brisinew houses in the vil- 
lage of Gesrgetcn~n. He  is \\.idel- recog- 
nized as one s f  the leacling citizens of the 

southern part of tile county. His birth oc- 
cnrred in Dan\-ille to\vrlship. Ko\-ailkr 1 6 ~  
1S33. his parents being _T,inles S. and Elvira 
(Olehy) Slin_gan. the fonner a native of 
Ohio ant1 the latter of 1-ernlilion count!-, 
I l i i  \\-illiam C'lin_gan. the grandfatlier 
of our snbiect, \\-as also L~>nl in the Buckeye 
state nnct ill the ?-ear 1 8 ~  emiLgrated west- 
\\-art! to this cc>unt\-. settling ill Danville 
to\vnship. \\here lle cleared a tract of lnnrl, 
n ~ n k i ~ ~ g  it c~~ltivnl>le. He there carried 01: 

the \vork of general farnliag for t\\-c) VeaiS. 
\\-hen Ilk life's labors \\-ere ended in cleat11 
i I .  The inther of our subject also en- 
&-get1 in fatlning in Dnnville t~)\\-nship. L e  
itig t l~us it~terestell in business nfinirs here 
until I$o;. \\-lieu ile rernc>vecl to Catlin 
t i .  l'liere he sKi1retl a t'ann \\-hicll 
he o\\-net1 and tlperatecl for severnl years 
ant1 on the espirntic3n cjf t11nt period he re- 
lii~>\-ed tc> the \-illage of \\*estville. there 
lii.ing retired until 11e too \\.as cnllecl to his 
%11;1l hc\me in .\11g:-ust. I&)$. His \\-ife still 
stlrvives tiiiii ant1 yet resides in \\-estville. 
Tllcrl- \\-ere tlw p:li-c.nts of i o ~ r  clliltlren. 
~lnnlely : i ~ ~ l 1 1 1  \\-. : lletinis It. a fanner ivho 
resicies c w  tlie O!ri home place in (ntlin 
te\\-~isl~il> : ll:lr\- 17.. \ ~ I I L \  died at tlie age 
of three yer?~-s: rind Luther -\.. n-110 mar- 
ried Frta t;~-:\ves r111d is a frlr111er ~ ) f  Get>rge- 
~ O \ V I I  to\\-~lsl;ip- 

-\t  the tlsur~l age 3Ir. Clingan altered 
the ct>mrn~~n sclio~>ls. \\-here lie gxitled n 
gc>c>rt knc)\\-ledge of the brzinches of leanling 
usually tnught in such institutions. Subse- 
quently he entered 3 com~nercial schc>cd at  
r)nnville. Illinois. anti n-ns thus prepared 
f(>r the tlutics o i  business life, k i n g  gmd- 
uatal ill tlint instituti~)n \\-it11 the class ut' 
1S76. He I\-etlded Siiss Slaq- E. Sesbitt. 
also n native of this CC-NIII~? and a daughter 
of \\'illinm R. Sesbitt. \\-\lo \\-as an early 
settler here and is non- deceased. The home 
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of Mr. and 3Irs. Clingan has been blessed 
with two chiidren: D. Albert and Edna E. 

IVhen our subject had completed his 
education he began teaching school, being 
employed in the vicinity of Dand l e  and of 
IVestl-ille for sixteen years. His educa- 
tional work \\-as acceptable in the districts 
where his sen-ices n-ere secured for he had 
marlied ability in imparting to others the 
kno~-ledge which he had acquired. He also 
maintained discipline and thus - became 
\\-idely known as a capable and successful 
teacher. \\'hen sixteen years had passed 
he settled upon his present farm \\-hich is 
kno\vn as the old Hiram Gibson place. lo- 
cated on section 24, Georgeto~~-n ton-nship. 
He likewise owns a good farm in Catlin 
to\vnship. having altogether two hundred 
and ten acres of ~vell improved land. Here 
he carries on general farming and stock- 
raising ant1 the fields annually return to him 
good bar\-ests. \\-bile in his pasture or feed- 
lots are ~ O L I I ~ ~  some of the nlost fashionable 
Poland China hogs. If one 11-ould esanline 
into his life record to learn the secret of his 
success it will be fou~ld that he has prospered 
because he has worked unremittingl!-. pay- 
ing close attention to his far111 duties and 
giving careiul thought to the nlanagement 
of his fields. Thus he has prospered and 
as his fi~~ancial resource have increased he 
has made judicious in\-estments in to~vn as 
\\-ell as far111 property. He  no\\- owns three 
good business houses in Georgeto\\-11. ~\- l~ich 
are no\\- occupied b>- a grocery. a meat mar- 
ket and a dnlg store. Mr. Clingan has 
never been an oiiice seeker nor has he held 
ofice. Ke has. ho\ve\-er. alu-a>-s voted with 
the Democratic party. H e  and his wife 
and children are members ot' the Methodist 
EpiscopaI church at  Fair~ieu- and they have 
\\-arm friends in the count>-- Reading. 
experience and in\-estigation have made Mr. 

Clin.gan a \\-ell informed man and his men- 
tality and genuineness, combined with his 
social nature. render him a popular and 
companionable gentleman. So well has he 
prospered in his work that he expects soon 
to pzt aside his farming interests and live 
retired. 

* 

JOSEPH SMITH. 

Joseph Smith. deceased. \\-as numbered 
among the I~onored pioneers of Vermilion 
county. having located here in 1831. and for 
maEy years he was prominently identifled 
with the business interests of Danville. His 
earl:\- home \\-as on the other side of the 
-itlantic. for he \-as born in 11-orcestershire, 
England. -Aug~~st I. 1819. his parents being 
also natives of that country. In 1831 the 
father brought the family to the United 
States and after spending a short time in 
EImira, Sen- 1-ork, they came 11-at, stop- 
ping first at \\-hat is noxi- Chicago. but there 
\\-as no city there at that time. Later in the 
same year he proceeded to X-ermilion county 
and purchased a small farm near Potomac, 
where he engaged in agricultural pursuits 
for n, few years. and then removed to Myers- 
\-ille. this county. and took charge of the 
If\-ers~ille flour n~ill. which \\-as an old water 
mill. -After running the same for several 
years Sfr. Smith became 3 resident of Dan- 
\-ille and forming a partnership with a Mr. 
Tincher they purchased a flour and hominy 
mill. which the)- at  once commenced to oper- 
ate. but Mr. Tincher soon sold his interest to 
l t r .  Smith and a Mr. Giddings and the busi- 
ness \\-as afterlvard conducted under the firm 
name of Smith 8- Giddings for Several years 
o r  rrntii the death of 3Lr. Smith. 

Joseph Smith was about tn-ell-e years of 
age n-hen he accompanied his parents on 
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their emigration to America, and he had 
only the advantages of a common school ed- 
ucation. He  was first married in Southport, 
New York, to Miss Julia \varmlej-, 11-ho 
died in Myersville, Ilinois, and of the three 
children born of that union only one is living : 
Frank, a prominent florist of Danville. In 
1862 Mr. Smith wedded Mrs. Susan J. 
(Kuykendall) Fox, a native of Virginia, 
born February 14, 1833. Her father. Luke 
Kuykendall, removed from the Old Domin- 
ion to Illinois in 1854 and settled on a farm 
in Vermilion county, where he follon-ed 
farming throughout the remainder of his 
life. By his second marriage Mr. Smith 
had four children, as follo~vs : Bertha J. is 
now the widow of Jesse L. Hollon-ay of this 
co~tnty, 11-ho was a passenger conductor on 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad and later on 
the Monon route, running between Lafay- 
ette, Indiana, and Chicago, and he was 
found dead beside the track -4ugust a I ,  1901, 
probably the result of an accident. Mrs. 
Holloway is now living with her mother in 
Danville. Katherine engaged in teaching in 
the public schools of Dant-ille for several 
years and is no\v the wife of C. L. Thomp- 
son of Lamar, Colorado. CIinton is a trav- 
eling salesman for the R~~mford  Baking 
Powder Company. Willie died at the age 
of thirteen years. 

Like his father Mr. Smith of this revien- 
learned the milling business in his youth. and 
after coming to Danville he purchased a flour 
mill which he continued to operate through- 
out the remainder of his life. He also dealt 
some in real estate and at the time of his 
death owned considerable property in Dan- 
ville, but his widow has lately disposed of 
the last of the estate with the exception of 
the beautiful home at No. 412 %Vest North 
street, where she and her daughter now re- 
side. At one time Mr. Smith 011-ned the 

property which has since been converted into 
-the Danville Public Library. During his 
active business career he attended strictly to 
his own affairs and became a very success- 
ful man. After a useful and well spent life 
he passed away on the 8th of March, 1894, 
honored and respected by all tvho knew him. 
Politically he \\-as a pronounced Republican, 
but was net-er an office seeker though he took 
a commendable interest in the success of his 
party. He faithf~~lly performed his duties 
of citizenship and his interest in the welfare 
and progress of the community never abated. 
Becoming widely and favorably knoivn, he 
made many friends and his death was a loss 
to the entire community. 

FRED L. DAVIS. 

The agricultural interests of Vermilion 
county are well represented by Fred L. Dav- 
is, a pronlinent young farmer of Vance 
township. He is a son of Henry Dat-is, 
~vhose name appears else\\-here in this vol- 
umc. He  was born May 24, 1876. in Vance 
to\~nship, and from childhood became fami- 
liar with the n-ork of the farm. He attend- 
ed the district schools of the township and 
later in Fairmount. Illinois. After putting 
aside his test-books he assisted his father on 
the home farm where he has since remained. 
He is no\!- the o\\-ner of one hundred and 
tn-enty acres of land on sections 7 and IS, 
\vhich is all wel! improved and valuable land. 
He has a good, comfortable home, and all 
the cotl~eniences of a model farm are his. 
On the 15th of February, 1899, in Fair- 
mount, Illinois, Mr. Davis \\-as united in 
marriage to Miss Essie Carrington. who was 
born ne-r Jamaica, Illinois. September 6. 
1879. She is a daughter of William and 
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Mary L. (Busby) Carrington, the latter a 
daughter of I. N. Busby, ~vho  is now living 
in Fairmount. William Carrington \\-as a 
native of Indiana and 11-as married in 1-er- 
milion count-. Illinois. After his marriage 
he located in Indianola, now Jamaica. town- 
ship. Here he purchased land and remained 
until 1890, when he retired from active life 
and remo~ed to Fairmount, Illinois. In that 
town he purchased city property. During 
the summer of 1902, he visited in Colorado. 
He is a 11-ealthy man having e_stensi~-e landed 
interests. He is a member of the Nethodist 
Episcopal church, and in his political viev-s 
is a Republican, but has never sought or de- 
sired office. Mrs. Davis is one of a family 
of three children. E d ~ ~ a r d  is engaged in 
the furniture business in Fairmount, Illi- 
nois. H e  married Stella Davis. Harvev is 
married and resides on a farm in 'I-ance 
township. He has one child. Grace. Essie 
is the wife of the subject of this rerien-. 

Mr. Davis is one of the energetic and am- 
bi t io~~s agriculturists of Vance ton-nship. 
He gives careful attention to the manage- 

- ment of his farm and his \\-ell tilled fields are 
the result of his labor. He is public spirited 
and interested in the welfare of his communi- 
ty. He and his wife are nlembers of the 
Court of Honor and they attend the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. In politics he sup- 
ports the Democratic party and he is \\-ell 
and favorably known in Vermilion county. 

It. A. SHORT. 

R. -4. Short is engaged in the real-estate 
and loan business controlling extensive oper- 
ations in this line. He n-as born in Ver- 
milion county, September 14, 1836, but dur- 
ing much of his life has made his home in 

the city of Danville. He is a son of Thomas 
and Sancy -Inn (Lanharn) Short, both of 
I\-horn were natil-es of 1-irginia. The father 
n-as born in Loudoun cotmt\- and in IQO 
came to Illinois settling in \-errnilion county. 
His wife came about the same time, travel- 
ing wit11 a colony that established homes in 
the 11-st. Mr. Short was a \I-ell educated 
mall and engaged in teaching school near 
Slaneeleys lfill, and in public office he ren- 
dered to his felloij- citizens e6cient and 
1-alued service. In his political affiliations 
he \\-as first a I\-hig and after the dissolu- 
tion of that party he joined the new Repub- 
lican party. on \\-hiclz ticket he was elected 
the second county clerk of 1-ermilion countj-. 
For ti\-elve years he contintled to fill that 
position in a most creditable and acceptable 
manner and then turned his attention to 
far~lliilg which he followed for a few- years, 
\\-hen he \\-as struck by lightning and thus 
disabled for further b~~siness cares he retired 
to private liie. spending his last days in 
Fairmo~mt. n-here he died about 1877. The 
mother of our subject had passed away in 
1849 and 1Ir. Short had married Virginia 
1,anham. I\-110 though of the same name was 
not a relative of his first wife. She died in 
IS 70. 11-it11 the JIethodist Episcopal church 
Mr. Short held membership and \\-as actively 
identified \\-it11 the organization. The sub- 
ject of this review n-as one of a family of sis 
sons and three daughters. James. one of 
the sons. was killed at the battle of Kene- 
saw Nountain while serving with the One 
Hundred and T\\-enty-fifth Illinois Infantn-. 
and the other brother \vho has passed away 
was Colmore. 1~110 was killed by the same 
lightning bolt that injurecl the father. The 
surviving members of the family are John ,C., 
11-ho resides in Sen- 1-ork: R. -4. : -Ales- 
ander C.. who makes his home in Los Gatos, 
California ; Thomas, of Danville ; and Clara, 
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the wife of Elias Holiday, a resident of Los 
Gatos, California. at the present time al- 
tho~tgh their marriage was celebrated in 
Fairnlount, Illinois. 

In the public schools of Vermilion county 
R. A. Short began his education which was 
completed by his graduation in the Danvilic 
Seminary with the class of 1858- From that 
time forward he has been a factor in biisiness 
life in this city. H e  first engaged in the 
drug b~~siness with which he was connected 
for twelve years and then entered the dry- 
g o d s  trade as the seinor member of the firm 
of R. A. Short & Company, their store be- 
ing conducted with profit until 1893, when 
Nr. Short retired. Indolence and idleness, 
however, are utterly foreign to his nature 
and he could not long content himself with- 
out business cares, so that he soon began op- 
erating in real estate and has since carried 
on business as a real-estate, insurance, invest- 
ment and loan agent. During this period 
he has controlled many important negotia- 
tions along those lines and has bought and 
sold much valuable property-in fact his 
business is to-day very extensive and, being 
capably controlled, brings to him a very 
gratifying income. 

On the 30th of September, 1859, in this 
city, Mr. Short was married to Emily IV. 
Murdock, whose birth occurred near Lafa- 
yette, Indiana, January 2 j, 1838, her parents 
being John and Jane (Sterling) Murdock, 
both of whom were natives of Pennsylvania 
and were there reared and married. The 
father, a farmer by occupation. took up his 
abode in Tippecanoe county, Indiana, upon 
his removal to the west and there remained 
until his death. He voted with the Democ- 
racy and was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. Mrs. Short was one oi  
-a family of two sons and eight daughters, 
but of this number only five are now living: 

Mary, the widow of -Isa Partlow and a resi- 
dent of Danville ; -Inn, who is the \\ridow of 
Henry Olds and makes her home in Detroit, 
Xichigan ; Mrs. Lizzie Scott, who is also a 
widow and resides in Oxford, Indiana; Mrs. 
Short; and Ellen, the wife of Charles R. 
Vance, of Los Xngeles, California. The 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Short has been blessed 
with six children, four of whom survive: 
Lewis, who married Laura Grant. of Dan- 
ville, and is now a professor in the Illinois 
'Clniversity at Champaign ; Lillian. who is a 
teacher in the schools of Rogers Park, a sub- 
urb of Chicago; William M., a lawyer of 
Fort l%Torth, Texas; and Walter. who is 
teller in the Citizens Kational Bank, at 
Evanston, Illinois. 

Study and investigation concerning the 
issues and questions of the day have led Mr. 
Short to give his approval and support to the 
measures of the Republican party, but he has 
never been an office seeker. Holding mern- 
bership in the First Methodist Episcopal 
church he served for many years as one of its 
trustees and has always been deeply inter- 
ested in whatever has tended to benefit his 
community. co-operating in a large measure 
in movements for general good and for 
progression. 

P 

R. F. 3icElhaney, who is en,gaged in 
blacksmithing and in dealing in fine horses, 
is a well known resident of Hoopeston, but 
he has a wide acquaintance especially among 
he owners of fine trotting and pacing stock 
throughout Vermilion county. He  was born 
in this county on the 2d of December, 1861, 
at his father's home in Ross township, his 
parents being Elijah and Matilda (Smith) 
McElhaney, both of whom were natives of 
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Kent~~cky and were of Scotch-Irish descent. 
The father died in 1896 and the mother is 
still living, her home being now- in Jordan 
township, Warren county, Indiana, where 
she has lived since 1874. In  the family 
were three sons and three daughters, namely : 
B. F., Charles L., Elizabeth, Joseph, 1Irs. 
Nancy Harris and Mrs. Xary Cole. 

Jf r. McElhaney obtained his education 
in the old fashioned country schools and was 
reared upon his father's farm in Ross town- 
ship, Vermilion county, until tlie removal of 
the family to Indiana. He herded cattle 
upon the prairies here when there were but 
few settlements, and can remember \\-hen the 
old city of Stateline was a better town than 
nanville is to-day. 1Vit.h the exception of 
about ten years he has resided continuously 
in Vermilion county. In 1879. and for one 
year, he engaged in fanning, after \vhicl~ he 
entered a blacksmith shop in Stateline. there 
learning his trade. -After four years spent 
at that place he removed to Marshfield, In- 
diana, where he remained for seven years and 
in 1888 took up his abode in Potomac, Illi- 
nois. In  1892 he located in -4mbia, Indiana, 
and the follo\ving year he came to Hoopes- 
ton. The first year he worked in the ma- 
chine shop of Thomas \b7001x-erton. In 
~~arshfield, Indiana, he owned and conduct- 
ed a shop and in 1894 he built his present 
shop in Hoopeston where he has since been 
doing a general blacksmithing business. mak- 
ing a specialty of fancy horseshoeing. He 
does all the track shoeing for this part of the 
county and during the season of Igoa he 
shod about thirty track horses. He has an 
excellent reputation as a practical horse- 
shoer and he employs from one to three men 
in his shop. He  oversees all of the work 
done therein and to some extent performs 
part of the labor. He  has raised and bred 
fine horses for speed and is now preparing 

42 

for the track a ,grandson of Axtd, four years 
old. He also has three other speed horses- 
and after training them for a time he sells 
them to well known buyers. He always 
does his own training and has been a hard 
working business man who well merits the 
success which has come to him. 

On the 10th of February, 1880, in Jord- 
an toll-nship, Warren county, Indiana, Mr. 
b1cElhaney was married to Ella Evans. Her 
parents were natives of Virginia and became 
early settlers of Warren county, her father, 
David Evans, taking up his abode on the 
wild prairie, where he owned about seven 
hnudred acres of land at  the time of his 
death, which occurred in 1882. In 1886 Mr. 
McElhaney was called upon to mourn the 
loss of his wife who died in June of that. 
year in Marshfield, Indiana. They were the 
parents of three children, but two died in 
infancy. Xmott Owen died August 16, 
1898, at the age of fifteen years. Mr. Mc- 
Elhaney was again married on the 16th of 
December, 1888, in Potomac, Illinois, his 
second union being with Mrs. Dora Pretti- . 

man, who was born in Middlefork township, 
Vermilion county, in 1861, and was the 
widow of Neil Prettiman. In his political 
1-ieu-s Mr. McElhaney is a stalwart Repub- 
lican, but has had neither time nor inclina- 
tion to seek public office, his attention being 
del-oted untiringly to his business affairs, in 
\vhiclz he is meeting with creditable and 
signal success. 

JOHN H. JOHXSOX- 

Farming and real estate interests claim . 

the time and attention. of John H. Johnson, 
\vho resides in Rankin and 11-ho owns and 
operates one hundred and sixty-eight acres.. 
of well improved land adjoining the town.. '. 

' I  
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H e  is-a native of Denmark, born on the 8th 
08 September, 1813, and when a young man 
oE eighieen years he came to the new rvorld 
to seek in its broader opportunities the ad- 
v&ncernent which he desired to gain in busi- 
n&s life. He had attended school in his 
native co~ntry,  but here he fotlnd himself a 
stranger in a strange land unfamiliar with 
the language and customs of the people. 
He possessed, however, strong determina- 
tion -and upon this quality he has builded his 
pi-asperity. It was in the year 1862 that he 
sailed for New York but he did not tarry 
long in the eastern metropolis. making his 
way at once to IVisconsin. There he worked 
on a farm for about two years, after which 
he went to  Michigan and was enlployed in 
the pineries of the latter state. After three 
or four years spent in Michigan he came to 
Illinois in 1S68, locating in Vermilion coun- 
ty, b ~ ~ t  soon afterward he began work on a 
farm in Champaign county. His father and 
brother-in-law also became residents of Illi- 
nois in the same year, purchasing land and 
locating near Rankin in Butler township. 

In 1870 John H. Johnson began to fann 
his father's property, which he co~ltint~ed to 
ctlltivate for a number of years. caring for 
his parents through their declining day-s. 
Both his father and mother died in Chicago: 
the former while visiting a daughter in that 
city in 1887, at the age of eighty pears. His 
wife survived him and died in Chicago in 
189 j. at the age of eighty-two years. 14-hen 
they had passed away- the estate was equally 
divided among the heirs. After the death 
of his parents John H. Johnson purchased a 
tract of land of eighty acres upon which he 
continues farming. Subsequently he bought 
o&er land and he now has five hundred and 
thirty-five acres, divided into three farms. 
Subsequently he became the owner of one 
hundred and sixty-eight acres, where he now 

resides, adjoining the town of Rankln. For 
the past twelve or fourteen years he has 
rented most of his land, giving his attention 
to the home place and to the real estate busi- 
ness. For about eight years- he has operated 
in land and is a well kno11-n real estate dealer 
of this section of the county, having negoti- 
ated some very important property transfers. 

Jn 1879 in this county Mr. Johnson 11-as 
united in marriage to Miss Mary -Anderson, 
a native of Denmark, who was reared and 
educated there and \\-\-hen a young lady came 
to cimerica. Their union has been blessed 
with four children : Charles iV.. Peter 
E!tl:er. Martin H. and Emma Linda. 

Politically. Mr. Johnson is a stanch Re- 
publican. 11-110 believes in expansion. in 
sound money and the protection of -4meri- 
can industries. S o  native son of this land 
is more loyal to its interests and \%-elfare than 
is this adopted citizen of the new 11-orld. He 
cast his first preside~ltial vote for James -3. 
Garfield and has since supported each can- 
didate of the party for the presidency-. He 
has never desired nor ~1-0uld he hold ofice. 
He is deeply interested, ho~vever, in every- 
thing pretaining to the general good and 
co-operates in many measures for the benefit 
of the community. He  was one of the pro- 
moters of the \-ern~ilion county hospital. 
making a liberal stibscription to the institu- 
tion of which he is now serving as a director. 
He has every reason to be proud of his con- 
nection wit11 the work for the hospital is a 
most conlmendable enterprise of the cotlnty 
and one which reflects credit upon the hu- 
mane spirit of 1-ermilion's citizens. Both 
3fr. and Mrs. Johnson were reared in the 
Lutheran faith. They haye &orked together 
as the years have passed and their united 
efforts have resulted in bringing to them 
splendid and creditable success. Although 
he came to America a poor young man \\-it11 
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- no means Mr. Johnson is now the ou-ner or̂  
two large and valuable farms, aggregating 
six hundred and ninety-fix-e acres and this is 
due to his marked industry and the assistance 
of his estimable wife. They hare a large 
circle of friends in this locality and their 
pleasant home is noted for its hospitality. 

AUGUSTUS S. ZERSE. 

Aug~~s tus  S. Zerse \\-as n-ell known to the 
citizens of Danville and to the county 06- 
cials. for, for seven years, he \\-as a clerk of 
the courthouse. A man of genuine worth 
and of many qualities I\-hich endeared hinl 
to his friends, his death 1i7as deeply mourned 
and his memory is yet cherished by those 
with whom hecameincontact. Anativeof 
Germany, he was born on the 1st of Xups t .  
1841, his parents being Dr. IVilliam F. and 
Catherine Zerse, both of whom were natives 
of Germany. The father \\-as a graduate 
of a medical college, completing his course 
in Heidelburg University and after coming 
to -41nerica he practiced in Sell- yoor city 
for fourteen years with good success. He 
then went to Michigan. locating in Jackson, 
n-here he remained- in practice for a shot 
time and then removed to Lafayette. Indiana. 
where he also prosecuted his profession. 
Later he took up his abode in Centralia. Illi- 
nois, where he practiced with success and 
:ilso engaged in farming at Johansburg. near 
Centralia. H e  practiced in the t ~ o  to\\-ns 
and carried on his agricultural pursuits until 
his death. His I\-idow non- resides in Sash- 
ville, Illinois. 

-4ugL1stas S. Zerse \\-as the only member 
of the family that came to Vermilion county. 
In early life he was brought by his parents 
to America and was educated in the Gernlan 
and grammar schools of Xen- 1-ork city. 

H e  also attended school in Jackson, Nichi- 
e n ,  and thus acquired a good education. 
Later he went to -itticay Indiana, where he 
\\-as emploped as a salesman in a dry-goods 
store for several years. IIThile he was there 
located the war broke out and he offered his 
services to the go\-ernment. enlisting as a 
member of Company H, Seventy-second In- 
diana Infantry. under the command of Cap- 
tain Hanna and Colonel 3Iiller. This com- 
pany participated in a number of important 
engagements. but Mr. Zerse was never in- 
jured during the war. Hou-ever. he was 
taken ill and was in the hospital at  Gallatin, 
Tennessee. for some time. He was made a 
steward of the hospital there and acting in 
that capacity until his discharge he rendered 
faithful duty to his country in that manner 
as well as upon the field of battle. His 
\~-ido\v now owns a Bible which was pre- 
sented to her husband lor good work while 
in the hospital and it is a cherished memento 
of his army esperience. 

After his discharge Mr. Zerse settled in 
Lafayette. Indiana. where he engaged in the 
jewelry and notion business for a short time. 
when his store was destroyed by fire on the 
22d of February. 1864. H e  then \vent to 
L'rbana. Illinois. where he entered into part- 
nership with his brother and again began 
dealing in jell-el?- and notions. conducting 
the business uith success for several years. 
During that time he also owned a store in 
Champaign. Illinois. 

11-hile in the latter city. in 186j. Mr. 
Zerse n-as united in marriage to Miss Ella 
31. 11-ilson. a native of 11-arrenville, Illinois, 
born in 1846. and a daughter of James 51. 
and -Anna 11. (Lindsey) TI-ilson, the former 
a native of Kentucky and the latter of S e w  
Jersey. During the greater part of their 
lives. however. they were residents of Illi- 
nois. In early life Mr. 11-ilson was a farm- 
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er, but later was an inventor and manufac- take charge of it. For three years he held 
turer. H e  built a large shop at  Urbana Illi- the position of truant officer, serving in that 
nois and carried on business under the firm capacity a t  the time of his death. He was 
name of \tTilson 8r Parks, manufacturers of a prominent and successful business man of 
all kinds of farm implements. He  was also this city and a most loyal and capable oliicial, 
engaged in that line of business a t  Wauke- so that over the record of his public life and 
gan, Illinois. Both he and his wife, how- his private career there falls no shadow of 
ever, are now deceased. Unto Mr. and Mrs. wrong or suspicion of evil. In his political 
Zerse were born eight children : Norman, affiliations he was a stalwart Republican and 
who married Georgia Shefflebotham. is now ever kept )\-ell informed on the questions and 
a bookkeeper in Elkhart, Indiana. Clarence issues of the day. He belonged to Kenesahv 
A. is a physician and druggist carrying on Post, G. A. R., of Danville and to the Ma- 
business in Danville, Illinois. Mabel is a t  sonic Lodge. He held membership in the 
home and is the money order clerk at the Baptist church and in that faith died on the 
postoffice. Maude is a teacher in the public I 5th of April, 1891, leaving to his family an 
schools of this city. Pearl is occupying the sntarnishd name. His life had been one of 
position of registry clerk in the postoffice of activity, characterized by a genial manner, a 
Danville. Dorothy is the wife of F. F. kindly disposition and earnest purpose. He 
Moresby, a receiving clerk for -Amour & was highly esteemed for his rectitude of char- 
Company, at Kansas City, Missouri. Fred- acter, and his probity was above question. 
erick hf. is foreman jn the employ of the There were in his life many characteristics 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad Com- worthy of emulation and he fully merited the 
pany at  St. Elmo, Illinois. Florence Ger- confidence which was so uniformly given 
trude is still with her mother. him by his fellow townsmen. Mrs. Zerse 

After his marriage Mr. Zerse re~noved and her children are devoted members of the 
from Ohampaigl. Illinois, to Red Bud, this Baptist church. and with her two daughters 
state, where for five years he occupied the she resides at her beautiful home at No. 408 
position of agent for the Cairo St Louis Oak street. 
-the Narrow Gauge-Railroad Company. - 
On the expiration of that period he went to 
Attics, Indiana, where he was employed as W. VINTON LANE. 
a clerk for a time and then removed to Hed- 
rick. Indiana, where he was engaged in gene- I t  is the purpose and has been of this 
ral merchandising. He also bought and work to record the history of the men 1%-ho 
shipped grain at that place for several years. have been prominent in the development and 
Subsequently he came to Danville and was progress of Vermilion county along lines of 
almost continuously from that time forward material, intellectual and moral upbuilding. 
connected with official sen-ice here. Im- LV. Vinton Lane is a citizen whose influence 
mediately after his arrival he was made tax has ever been for good along all of these 
clerk at the courthouse, for a few years serv- lines. H e  is now living a retired life u p o ~  
ink in that capacity, during which time he a farm of forty acres on section 29, Blount 
purchased a grocery store on North Vermil- township, and. well does he merit this rest 
ion street, in Danville, hiring some one to for his.has been an active and noble career 
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and he has borne no unimportant part in the 
work of improvement and advancement. 

He was born in Athens county, Ohio, 
-November Ia ,  1829. and is a son of Lemuel 
and Orpha ( Gibbs) Lane, the former a na- 
tive of Pennsyivania and the latter of V-er- 
mont. The father died in Ohio, while the 
mother spent her last day in Kansas. In the 
family were seventeen children. thirteen of 
whom reached years of maturitp, the sub- 
ject of this review being the twelfth in order 
of birth. He acquired his education partly 
in a subscription school held in a log build- 
ing which was seated with slab benches and 
heated by an immense fireplace, the scholars 
furnishing the w-ood used for fuel. One of 
the logs from the side of the building had 
been torn out and the aperture covered with 
greased paper, through which the light was 
admitted into the room. 

Mr. Lane of this review \\-as reared upon 
the home farm and lived in Ohio until eigh- 
teen years of age, when he came to 1-ermil- 
ion county, Illinois, and began work by the 
month for ten dollars per month. The fare 
in the pioneer home was largely corn bread 
and mush for breakfast and dinner. with 
plenty of milk. He worked in this way for 
about eight months and afterward was em- 
ployed by John Goodn-in at eleven dollars 
per month. He then made a trip to Ohio, 
where he secured work for ten dollars per 
month. He made the journey on foot. tak- 
ing with him a drove of cattle, and in his 
native state he was in his father's employ for 
about a year. ' He then returned to this coun- 
ty. His first trip to the west had been made 
on horseback. riding his brother's horse. 
After his return he worked for James Good- 
win, of Warren county, Indiana. for thir- 
teen dollars per month. continuing in his 
employ for t~vo years, after 11-hich he spent 
some time in a sau-mill. On leaving that 

place he removed to Knos county. Illinois, 
remaining with his brother for a year and 
then returned. It was about this time that 
Mr. Lane was united in marriage to Sarah 
Jane Craxl-ford. who xi-as born in -Ithens 
co~znty, Ohio. -August 11, 1833. a daughter 
of Josiah and Hannah (11-alters) Cran-ford, 
who were pioneer settlers of this county. com- 
ing here when Mrs. Lane was but five years . 
of age. 

Our subject and his wife began their 
domestic life with one hundred and ninety 
acres of prairie and timber land. He con- 
tinued to engage in iarming and with char- 
acteristic enera- carried on the work of de- 
veloping and improving his property. His 
first home was a little house fourteen by six- 
teen feet. and was located a quarter of a mile 
north of his present home. The first land 
which he purchased comprised one hundred 
and sixty acres. \\-hich he acquired by having 
bought an old land warrant. He afterward 
sold eighty acres of that and later he bought 
a tract of ninety acres and another of forty 
acres, some of which was fenced. For his 
first land he paid about one dollar per acre 
and for the remainder about six dollars per 
acre. Danville. which was then his trad- 
ing point. u-as a mere village. He contin- 
ued his farming and stock-raising in the 
early pioneer times. experiencing all the dif-ii- 
culties incident to the establishment of a 
home on the frontier. Searll; all of the cloth- 
ing used in his father's famil!- was home 
made. the cloth being spun from Aas in the 
summer and woven ir. the winter. The 
shoes, too. were home niade. Fire was start- 
ed with flint and ton-, or else a member of the 
family would go to a neighbor's home in 
order to get a little fire with which to light 
one in the famil- fireplace. The houses and 
churches were lighted bv candles and Mrs. 
Lane was among the girls who. on attending 
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meeting would carry their shoes upon their 
arms, putting them on just before service 
and removing them after church was over, 
going home barefooted. Mr. Lane well re- 
.members the first buggy that was introduced 
into the neighborhood, and the first cook- 
stot-e which he ever saw. His farm imple- 
ments were crude compared with the highly 
improved ones of the present day. He used 
a single shovel plow, cut his grain with a 
sickel and afterward with a cradle. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Lane was 
blessed with iix children : Lemuel married 
a PIIiss Wilson and after her death wedded 
Anna Goodwin, by whom he has two chil- 
dren. Josiah is the second in order of birth. 
-A. UT. wedded $fary Lewis and has six chil- 
dren. Benjamin, of California, married 
Catherine Young and has five children. 
Cooper married Ida Radebaugh and has one 
child. One member of the family died in 
infancy. 

Mr. Lane sen-ed as road comnlissioner 
for two terms and as school director for 
many years. l'l'hen fifty-two years of age he 
joined the Free Methodist church, ~vith 
which he has since been cIoseIy identified, tak- 
ing an active and helpful part in its work as 
classleader. He has served as trustee of the 
church located in Blount township and is 
filling that office at the present time. His 
wife is serving as steward and is greatly in- 
terested in Sunday-school work, and a life 
of industry and enterprise has brought to 
our subject success in his business affairs. 
He  added to his possessions as the years 
passed until he became the owner of eight 
hundred acres, which he has since divided 
among his children retaining only one hun- 
dred and fifty acres. This is all pasture 
land with the exception of twenty acres. He  
has visited Danville when there was but one 
'or two stores in the village and he has seen 

all of the hardships of pioneer life. Mrs. 
Lane tvas one of a family of ten children, 
four of whom are yet living, of whom she 
is the eldest, while our subject and his broth- 
er R. H. Lane are now the only survivors of 
the large pioneer family of seventeen chil- 
dren. This u-orthj couple have long 
resided in Vermilion county, witnessing 
its development from pioneer times \\-hen 
the prairie was covered with wild grasses, 
and xvhen there were also many prairie 
11-olves. while the less harmful prairie 
chickens, cranes. turkeys, ducks and geese 
were to be had in abundance. It was neces- 
sary at night, however, to fasten all of their 
stock up for protection, and th,e young corn 
had to be guarded from the crows. There 
were many dificulties and hardships to be 
borne. yet there were many pleasures to be 
enjoyed and from pioneer time dokvn to the 
present both Mr. and Mrs. Lane have been 
numbered anlong the valued citizens of this 
community. In politics he is a Pro11ibitio11- . 
ist, believing firmly in the cause of temper- 
ance and in every measure calculated to up- 
lift humanity and advance morality among 
his felloli- men. 

R. H. Lane, the surviving brother of our- 
subject. was born in Vinton county, Ohio, 
March rg. 1832, and in the year 1865 he 
came to this co~~n ty  in company with his 
wife. \vho bore the maiden name of Mary 
Bnlner. Her parents were John and Nancy 
Bruner. natives of Ohio, and Mrs. Lane was 
born July 9, 1832. She was to her husband 
for many years a faithful companion and 
helpmate on life's journey, but she died May 
Ia. 1894. In the family were four children. 

Before leaving Ohio R. H. Lane joined 
the Union soldiers that started out to check 
the advance of Morgan into Ohio. For al- 
most forty years, however, he has been iden- 
ified with Vermilion county and has de- 
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~eloped a fine farm. H e  first lived in a log 
house, but as time has passed he has erected 
a substantial residence and many good build- 
ings upon his farm and to-day he is the 
owmer of eighty acres of valuable land across 
which there are fine driveways and all mod- 
em equipments. The place is nicely located 
and everything is neat and attractive in ap- 
pearance. In politics R. H. Lane is a Dem- 
ocrat and is regarded as a substantial and 
representative pioneer citizen of Vermilion 
county. 

- - -  

B. S. RICE. 

Sound juc1,ament combined with fine 
ability in mechanical lines has enabled the 
subject of this biography, a well known re- 
sident of Hoopeston. Illinois, to obtain a 
substantial success in life. He is a native of 
Indiana. his birth having occurred near De- 
catur. that state. September 16. 1862. and he 
is a son of IVilliam and Melissa (Kennedy) 
Rice. His father was bonl in Indiana and 
is descended from an old Pennsylvania Ger- 
mail fanlily, but the mother was born in 
Ohio and on the maternal side is of Irish 
lineage. Since 1872 they have nlade their 
home in Goodland. Indiana. and are num- 
bered anlong the 11ighly respected citizens of 
that place. -After follo~ving the wagon- 
maker's trade for a third of a century the 

. father is no\v living a retired life. enjoying 
a well earned rest. In his family are sel-en 
children : S. T.. a resident of Pittsburg. 
Kansas : B. S. : David, of Golden. Colorado : 
James 147.. of Hoopeston. Illinois : 11'. -\.. of 
Goodland. Indiana : Lulu. wife of Ira Rink- 
er. principal of the schools of Paragon. In- 
diana: Myrtle. wife of IValter Peckl~ain; 
and Ethel, wife of Leonard Tullis. of Ren- 
sslear, Indiana. 

During his boyhood B. S. Rice accom- 
panied his parents on their rernot-a1 to Good- 
land. Indiana. and after completing his 4- 
ucation in the schools of that place he learned 
the blacksmith's trade. sen-ing a four years' 
apprenticeship. He  continued to work at 
his trade in Goodland for eighteen months 
tl~ereafter. or until 1890, \\-hen he went to 
Chicago and spent three years in that city at 
the same occupation. -At the end of that 
period he rekor-ed to Dandle, Illinois, 
where he n-as in the employ of William 
Ryan four years. and then came to Hoopes- 
ton. where he 11-orked for Xr. McElhaney 
one year. In February, 1898, he purchased 
his present shop and has since engaged in 
business on his own account with marked 
success. He is an espert horse-shoer and 
up to the present year. 1903, he has always 
made a specialty of scientific horse-shoeing, 
having shod many fine race horses. He - 
does nluch expert hand work in his line and 
has built up ail excellent trade since becom- 
ing a factor in business circles of Hoopeston. 

_ i t  Kentland. Indiana. January 7. 1886, 
n-as celebrated the marriage of Mr. Rice and 
Miss Josephine Ginan. 1~110 was born near 
Lockport, Illinois. in 1864. Her parents, 
Tames and Mary Ginan. were both natives 
of Ireland. but were married in Lockport, 
Illinois. having come to -Imerica when 
young. The father died in the fall of IF, 
but the mother is still living and now- makes 
Iler home in Brook. Indiana. Their chil- 
dren were Jlaggie. Sellie. Josephine. Kate, 
Delia. Elizabeth, Florence. John and David, 
all of n-honl are still lil-ing. There was 
nerer a death in the family until the father 
passed awa?-. Mr. and Jlrs. Rice have t h r e  
children. namely : Clarence. born in June, 
I 88 j : Esther, born March a I 1901 ; d 
Harry. born in December. 1902. The fami- 
ly have a pleasant home on I'Vashingon 
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-avenue, where Mr. Rice erected a nice eight- 
room house with basement, in 191, at a 
cost of two thousand dollars, and also built 
a barn. His political support is given the 
Republican party, and in religious faith he is 
a Catholic. He is the present venerable con- 
sul of Hoopeston Camp, No. 257, M. 147. A.. 
and he is also an honored member of the 
Home Circle. 

. . P 
. fr 

. -' J$TILLIAbl J. CALHOUN. 

t William J. Calhoun was born October j, 
1848, at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. He  
spent the early years of his life in \\-hat is 
known as tlie hlahoning valley on the border 
line of Pennsylvania and Ohio. His father 
was Robert Calhoun, who was of Scotch- 
'Iris11 descent. He belonged by descent to 
the Scotch clan of Colquhon, one branch of 
which emigrated to Ireland, from which the 
Calhouns of America descended. Robert 
Calhoun married Sarah Knos, who \\-as 

also of the same racial descent. Her father 
was James Knos, who, for many years, was 
an officer in the English army, but emigrated 
to the United States and located at Pitts- 
burg. His father. the great-grandfather of 
the s~~b jec t  of this sketch, was Captain John 
Knox. an officer in the English army, who 
participated in the French and English wars, 
and was the author of what is known as 
"Knox's Diary," \x;hich is a history of 
and narration of the author's experience in 
these wars, and is referred to frequently by 
Parkman and other students and writers 
upon that period. 

. Robert Calhoun was a merchant in his 
early .life, but breaking down in health re- 
tired to a farm, near Youngstown, Ohio, 

. where he died in March, 1566. His wife 

previously died in 1858 at  &It. Jackson, 
Pennsy!vania. 

1%;. J. Calhoun in 1564, while the civil 
war was in progress, ran away from home, 
and after two rejections on account of his 
y-outh: finally- succeeded in enlisting in the 
army and became a member of the Nine- 
teenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, commanded 
bj- Colonel Manderson, lately United States 
senator from Xebraska. 

On returning home after his discharge by 
reason of the termination of the war he en- 
tered the Seminary, at  Poland, 
Mahoning c0111it~, Ol~io, where he was a 
student for three years. This was the same 
institution at which President McKinley re- 
ceived most, if not all, of his education. It 
was there Mr. calhoun became acquainted 
with the late president and the members of 
his family. 

Mr. Calhoun came to Illinois in the 
spring of 1569. He first located in Arcola, 
Douglas county. where resided his mother's 
sister, tlie wife of Dr. F. B. Henry. He 
tnugllt school, worked on the farm, and 
finally et?tered upon the study of law. He 
removed to Danville in Illarch, 1874, and 
con~pleted his studies under the tuition and 
direction of Hon. J. B. Mann. He was ad- 
mitted to the bar in January, 1475, and im- 
mediately entered into partnership with Mr. 
PI:Iann, forming the firm of Mann & Calhotln, 
which firm afterwards became Mann, Cal- 
houn & Frazier, and, in its time was one 
of the best known law firms in'Eastern Illi- 
nois. 

51r. Calhoun married Alice D. Harmon 
December 28, 1875. To  them two children 
were born, Marian Calhoun and Corrinne 
Calhotm. The latter was married, October 
7, 1902, to FV. H. Gray, Jr., of Boston, and 
now resides in that city. 
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Mr. Calhoun was elected in the fall of 
1882 to the general assembly of Illinois, and 
in the autumn of 1884 he was elected 
state's attorney of Vermilion county. 111 
the fall of 1889 he entered into partnership 
witil Judge M. IV. Thompsoon, now circuit 
judge of Vermilion county-, under the firm 
name of Calhoun & Thompson. 

In I 892 he was appointed general attor- 
ney for the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Rail- 
roal Company, and had charge of that com- 
pany's litigation along its entire line of road. 
His local office in Danrille was maintained 
inconjunction with H. M. Steely, under the 
firm name of Calhoun & Steely. 

For over eight years he took no part in 
politics, rarely attended a primary or con- 
vection, made no speeches, but gave up his 
whole time to the practice of his profession. - 
In 1896 came on the campaign for the nom- 
ination of a candidate for president as the 
nominee of the Republican party. William 
&fcKinley was one of the leading candi- 
dates. He was a favorite with the great 
mass of the people, but the politicians for 
the nlost part were against him. . 

hf r. Calhoun's early acq~~aintance 11-ith 
Mr. 9JcKinley aroused his interest in his be- 
I~ali. IVith all his heart and soul he thren- 
himself into that campaign. I t  \\-as a ter- 
rific battle in Illinois. and the state conveil- 
tion of 1896 was one of the memorable con- 
ventions in the history of the state. I t  es- 
cited interest throughout the nation. for it 
was generally conceded that if Illinois went 
for McKialej-, the latter's fight was won. 
Mr. Calhoun headed his delegation from 
Vermilion county, and was selected as the 
manager or leader of the McKinley forces 
on the floor of the convention. For three 
days the convention was in session, and re- 
sulted in a triumph for the McKinley forces. 

Soon after the inauguration of President 
A~IcKinle>-, the aggravated condition in Cuba 
threatened the relations betu-een the United 
Stztes and Spain. Among other incidents 
of that troublesome period was the arrest 
and irnprison~nent bj- the Spanish authoritik 
of one Dr. Ruiz as an alleged re?-olutionist. 
He was imprisoned in one of the Guanabacoa 
nezr IIa1:ana. He was found one morning 
in a dying condition, with his head badly 
bruised. General Fitzhugh Lee was consul 
general at Havana. He complained to the 
government o i  the L-nited States that Dr. 
Ruiz 11-ns a naturalized -American citizen, 
and that he had been foully dealt with. Com- 
mu~ljcations concer~ling the circumstances 
atten ding the d e ~ t h  of Ruiz 11-ere had between 
the United States and Spanish governments. 
It resu!ted in an agreement between the t ~ o  
goi-ernments that a coillinission should be 
appointed to investigate the circumstances 
attending Dr. Ruiz death. The Spanish 
go\-ernnlent appointed as its cominissioner 
Sellor Congosta. and the United States, 
Gelera1 Fitzhugh Lee. The president ap- 
poiilted htr. Calhou~l as special counsel to 
the .\merican commission. and \i-ent to Ha- 
vana it1 the latter part o i  Ma!-. 1897. and \\-as 
there for sevral n-eeks attending the com- 
mission and assisting in the investigation. 
The Spanish authorities claimed that Ruiz 
comn~itted st~icide by butting his head 
against tlie iron door 11-hich inclosed his 
cell, causing coilgestion of the brain. from 
\vhicl~ he clied. The conlmission made its 
report to both governments. An award \\-as 
allowed by the Spanish government in favor 
of the 11-idoii- and children of the deceased 
because personal1~-. n-hatever might hare 
been the cause of his death. he had been com- 
mitted and held in prison contrary to the 
terms of thk esisting treaty betrl-em the 
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Spanish governlnent and the United States. 
Hut kgfore the award was paid, the Main 
was blo~m up, the war with Spain ensued, 
and the unfortunate family of Ruiz never 
recovered anything. 

3Ir. Calhoun upon his return from Cuba 
was tendered the position of comptroller of 
the treasury by the president. but he de- 
clined it, and returned to the practice of his 
profession. In May. 1898, he was appointed 
a member of the Interstate Commerce Corn- 
-mission to succeed Colonel William R. Mor- 
rison, whose term had expired. He re- 
mained on the commisison until October, 
18951, wl~et~  he resigned to move to Chicago 
zlnd enter the law firm of Pam. Calhoun & 
Glennon. He has resided in Chicago ever 
since. His wife died -4upst  27, 189. He 
is actively engaged in the practice pf law, 
and he and the firm with which he is con- 
nected, is associated with many of the large 
csmrnercial interests of the country. 

STACEY MILLER. 

%acey Miller was a successful business 
man \vho started out in life for himself with- 
out capital. but who. through perse\-eralce, 
determination and ener,T. accumulated a 
handsome competence and was numbered 
among the prosperous residents of Danville. 
Born in the fatherland. his birth occurred in 
Duenneger, on the 6th of January. 1837- 
His parents were Stacey and Susanna 
(hfeyer) Miller, also natives of Germany, 
and bidding adieu to that country and to 
their friends there they sailed for -America, 
taking up their abode in Montezuma. Illinois.- 
There the father first worked as a laborer 
and aftenvard he engaged in the meat busi- 

ness. being employed in the butcher's trade 
in R/Iontezuma until h e  was called to his 
final rest. His widow afterward Iived with 
her children a ~ l d  died at the home of her 
daughter in Terre Haute, Indiana. Five of 
the children are yet living, being residents 
of Indiana and Kentucky and Illinois. 

To the public school system of his native 
land Stacey Miller was indebted for the 
educational pril-ileges which he enjoyed. A 
year after the emigration of his father to the 
new I$-orld he, too, bade adieu to friends it1 
his native country and sailed for the United 
States, joining his parents in Montezuma, 
where he remained until he -\vas eighteen 
years of age. He was then married in that 
place to Miss Louise Blakely, a native of 
Wittenburg, Germany, born on the 
27th of September, 1838. She is a daughter 
of Jacob and Louise (Scheifely) Blakely. 
who were born in the fatherland and came 
to -America during the early girlhood of Mrs. 
Miller. They first settled in Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania, where the father mas employed as a 
laborer for a few years. He then removed 
with his family to Covington, Indiana, where 
he engaged in farming until his death. His 
wife also passed away in that place. The 
home of Mr. ancl Mrs. Miller was blessed 
wit11 seven children : Catherine, who died at 
the age of three years: Joseph, a bartender 
residing in Danville; Louise, the wife of 
Charles Hildebresh, ~vho is proprietor of a 
saloon in Danville; Odelia, ~ v h o  died in in- 
fancy Sophia, the wife of Gus Flick. ~vho  
is foreman of the DanviIIe Brewery, of this 
city: Stacey. who is a bartender and also 
lives in DanvilIe; and Clarence, who is at 
home with his mother. 

Afterr their marriage Mr. and Mrs. 
Stacey Miller took up their abode in Coving- 
ton, Indiana. where he was engaged in tearn- 
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ing until 1870. He  then came to this city 
and purchased a saloon and restaurant on 
Main street, conducting the dual business for 
three years. Xt the end of that time he sold 
his restaurant and purchased another saloon 
on Main street, being thus engaged in the 
retail liquor business throughout the re- 
mainder of his life. He \\-as accorded a 
liberal patronage and his annual sales re- 
turned to him an escelleilt income. He  
always attended strictly to business and his 
close application and energy brought to him 
a gratifying degree of success. H e  passed 
away May I r ,  1898, his death being widely 
mourned because he had 11-on inany friends 
in the city. 

In his political views lie was a Democrat 
and fraternally he was connected with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Improved Order of Foresters, both of Dan- 
- 1 e  In his religious faith he was a 
Catholic. xvhile his wife is a member of the 
German 1,tltherail churclt of this city. Mrs. 
Miller was left in very comfortable circum- 
stances by her husband. and she now owns 
a beautiful residence at 612 Wayne street, 
\\-here she and her youngest son now live. 
She also on-its two nice store buildings on 
Main street. ~vhich are rented, and her pro- 
perty interests likewise include an addition 
to Dandle  of five acres on Perryville avenue, 
lvhich is becoming valuable property and will 
doubtless bring to her a good financial re- 
turn \vl~en she desires to sell. 

ELLIS _1D-\IIS. 

Ellis -4danls \\-as born in Susses county, 
New Jersey, September 25.  1817. His 
father was Joseph -Adams, zt one time county 
judge of Sussex county, and his mother was 

Margaret Post of the same county. He 
n-orked on a fznn and helped in the mill 
during the summer, getting some schooling 
during the winter, until he was fourteen 
years of age. He  then clerked in a country 
store for one year. At the age of fifteen 
he accepted a clerkship in Newburg on the 
Hudson river, sixty miles from Kew York 
city. remaining u-i th the firm of \Villiam 
0. Mailler & Company for four years. 

,It this time he began to feel the need 
of a better education, so resigning his clerk- 
ship. he began attending zn academy at 
Florida, Orange county, New York. -After 
six months of acadenly work the principal 
told him if he was still sure he was going 
to be a merchant that the academy work 
was not suited to his needs. ,Acting on the 
advice. he reported to the firm for \\-horn he 
forit~erly clerked at Newburg, New k'ork. 
One of the firm took him to Xew York city 
and introduced and gave him a recommend- 
ation to the firm of C. \Y. & I. T. >loore & 
Company, ~i-holesale dry goods. He was 
soon considered one of the best clerks and 
was getting on nicely with the work for 
which he seemed to have a natural aptitude, 
when he received word from home that his 
father had sold his farm, stock etc.. with 
the avowed intention of moving to the Rock 
river country in Illinois, and \\-ished him to 
go with them, to the then (so called) far 
west. His motlter's entreaties. added to the 
rest of the families' 11-ishes, finally led him 
to make the promise they \I-ished. though to 
give up a nne position that was suited to him 
in every ll-ay. \\-as a very hard thing to do. 
His employers were very kind to him and, 
although they \\-ere sure the change was a 
bad one for his future. they \\-ould not ad- 
rise him against what they knew would be 
against the 11-ishes of his parents. He had 
made a very short visit home and had re- 
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turned to fill his position until everything 
was ready for the moving of the family, 
when he received a message from his father 
to meet him at  once at the merchant's house 
in the city. On going to the hotel his father 
met him and told him all of the plans were 
chan,d. He had just returned from the 
south and while there had purchased a plan- 
tation near Spottsylvania Court House. He 
told his father he did not wish to go south, 
had never made any promise to go south and 
he felt fully assured the move was a very 
bad one for all of them. He also pleaded 
against the giving up of a lucrative psitior! 
with every chance for promotion. to go and 
live on that poor Virginia land. with no 
show for more than a bare living. But his 
father's persuasions and his mother finally 
saying she would not go unless he did caused 
him to yield and he reluctantly consented. 
At the appointed time he took a steamer on 
the Hudson river for New-b~~rg, a distance 
of sixty miles, then tl, stage for forty miles 
southwest for home. Here he found all 
hurry and preparation for the move. Part 
went in wagons and part in public convey- 
ance on account of there being no railroad 
to Washington city. At Washington, they 
took a steamer on the Potomac-to Acqua 
creek, a distance of forty miles. From there 
they took a stage for all of them who were 
not driving wagons, to Fredericksburg, Vir- 
ginia. They were then fifteen miles from 
the plantation which had been bo~zght. Here 
they found a very pleasant and well located 
plantation. There was a number of good 
cabins, a nice house. with plenty of room, 
large stables and abundance of fruit. But 
in the fall the whole family \\;ere taken down 
with bilious fever and had a very serious 
time, but all finally recovered excepting Mr. 
Howell, his sister Ann's husband, who was 
buried under the shade of two persimmon 

trees: where afterward were buried our sub- 
ject's father, mother and sister. Twenty- 
six years afterward he \\-as there and had a 
new fence built around the graves. 

Mr. Adams' experience on a Virginia 
farm was not a satisfactory one. The soil 
\\-as too poor for anything but fruit and of 
this there \!-as allvays an abundance. He  
found that it was impossible to keep up the 
fertility of the land and make it pay the es- 
pense. Kno~ving Virginia was no place for 
him, he planned to go away from home again 
b~ l t  finally yielding to the wishes of his 
mother, he made her a final promise not to 
leave home until after her death. She died 
at the -age of fifty-nine years. In speaking 
of this period of his life, he ah-ays said he 
had never felt sorry he had remained at home 
to please his mother and sisters, although 
from a fitlai~cial vie~v it was five years of 
wasted time. During the time he made his 
home in Virginia. his sister Sarah married 
James UT. Hen-ard. who is well and favor- 
ably kno\vn to many of the people of Fair- 
mount. His sister Eleanor married Robert 
Cheu-ning. She died three years later. His 
sister Ann. during the same period became 
engaged to Samuel King. his future lvife's 
brother. Ellis -idams was married to 
Amanda R. King. of Philadelphia. Pennsj-l- 
vania, December 5 .  184. His father's 
family mo~ed to the north again in 184j, 
having lost about all they had. 

After his marriage Mr. ildams went to 
work for a Mr. Reeves of Goshen, Orange 
county, New \\-it11 1%-horn he remained 
two years. hlr. Reeves did a general busi- 
ness in almost ei-ery line: dry goods, s o -  
ceries. iron. western flour. bought and sold 
grain and liquor. He told Mr. Reeves he 
11-ould handle anything he had except liquor 
and he was never asked to touch that while 
he n-as there. Before his first year's work 
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was over he was often sent to Sew  york 
to buy goods for the firnl. His son. Frank 
K. -\darns, 11-as bonl in Goshen, Orange 
county. New 1-ork. July 3. 1846. He re- 
mained with Illr. Reeves for two years and 
then went in the general merchandise busi- 
ness for hiinself at  Union\-ille, Orange 
county. S e w  1-ork, fifteen miles from 
Goshen. and was in business there for fifteen 
years. -At the end of that time he sold off 
everything and prepared to go west. -At 
this time his old enlployer. Mr. Reeves. went 
to Lnionr-ille and made hiin an offer of 
one-half his large business and place him in 
charge of it. but as he had made all hi; 
arrangements tc  go west he refused the offer 
in spite of its being a fine business opening. 
H e  had always done a big and lucrative 

I 

b~~siness in Utlionville and had become tired 
of so much confinenlent and concluded to go 
west and b ~ q -  a farm. In the fall of 1856, he 
packed his valise and paid a short \-isit to his 
brother-in-Ian-, P. R. Davis who lived in 
Fairmount, Illinois. H e  was much pleased 
with the country and bought a piece of land 
of Samuel Daugherty. and \vent llonle again 
by wav of Cllicago and Siagara Falls. H e  
wrote his wife what he had done and when 
he was co~ning honle. etc. H e  then \vent 
on home. made a short stay. went on to 
Kew york city attended to some business 
and was back home again before the letter 
reached his home. 

I11 1857 he closed out e\-erpthing and 
came west ~vith his family. J. 1;. Howard 
and family coming \\-it11 him: His family 
at  this time consisted of his daughter, -Anna 
M., and son G. Clarence -\dams. His oldest 
son. Frank K. was in Conneticut attending 
school and did not come 11-est until the next 
year. Himself and family boarded for the 
summer at  the home of P. R. Davis. and in 
the fall went back to their eastern home 

again to spend the winter. He  found the 
goods at  the home as they had left them, all 
in good order. But all the family were in 
bad condition physically from the effects of 
chills and fever. -A11 had yellow skin and 
fever blisters all over their mouths. There 
were man)- of his friends 11-110 were anxious 
to hear what he thought of that part of the 
west but when they saw his condition not 
one of them cared to hear about it. At first 
none of the family wanted to go back west 
but as soon as they were well they all 
changed their minds and were anxious to 
return. He  sold everything off he could not 
take \\-it11 him and moved to  Fairmount, 
Illinois. On reaching there he bought the 
house built by John Harye)-, on the comer 
of Court and High streets. TKO years af- 
tenvard he built the house in which he lived 
for so many years. The house was later cut 
in tn-o parts by George Junkerman and 
moved on tn-o lots I? owned in the east 
part of town. Ed. Carrington now owns 
the lots and has built upoil them and lives 
there. 

-At a b o ~ ~ t  this time Dr. Cou, of Homer, 
brought a stock of dry goods to Fairmount 
and Mr. -4dams bought a half interest in 
them in order to  give his son Frank some- 
thing to do. Making this purchase it kept 
him in the trade for a number of years but 
he found he was not suited for a western 
merchant, and turned the business over to 
his son Frank, \ ~ h o  had charge of the busi- 
ness for many years. He came west to get 
a farm and all\-aps kept that end in view. 
He  kept buying land until he had four hun- 
dred and eighty acres in one body. 

Mr. -$dams sent his daughter Anna to 
school at Portsmouth. Ohio. for a year and 
then for a year to a female boarding school 
at  Indianapolis, Indiana. where she com- 
pleted her education. In  1870 he sent his 
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son Clarence to the State University at 
Champaign, he being then fifteen years of 
age. He passed a very creditable exami- 
nation and was admitted to the freshman 
year. He had attended for three years and 
a term when he died. A peculiar chain or' 
circumstances prevented his' son Clarence 
from coinpleting his course. Soon after 
this Mr. Adams rented or sold his property 
in Fainno~tnt and removed to Champaign, 
Illinois, where he remained for twelve years. 
His daughter Anna was married in Cham- 
paign to Stanley L. Conklin, of that place. 
This was in 1874. While in Champaign 
his wife, Amanda R., became helpless from 
the effects of rheumatism and had to be 
moved by the aid of a wheel chair. The 
rheumatism also settled in her eyes and de- 
fied the skill of the best oculists and on the 
return of the family to Fairmount in 1887 
she became entirely blind. When she found 
she was certainly going blind she wished to 
return to  Fairmount and it was done. Mr. 
Adams lived in Fairmount from 1882 to 
1886. Then himself and wife went to live 
with his daughter Anna, in Columbus, 
Kansas. His daughter's husband was in the 
banking business at  that place. They lived 
there one year, Mr. Adruns having spent four 
months of that time with his son Clarence 
at his home in Fairmount, Illinois. At the 
end of the year his son-in-law sold out his 
banking business and made preparations to 
move to Kansas City, Missouri. Mr. -4dams 
then concluded he was as far west as he 
wanted to be and came back to Fairmount 
and moved into the house now occupied by 
George Junkerman. His son Clarence was 
now living on the farm. His wife, Amanda 
R., died in Fairmount, Illinois, September 
3, 1889. After her death he divided his 
time between his daughter and son. being 
with his danghter during the w'inters at 

Kansas City, Missouri, and his summers 
with his son Clarence at Fairmount. He 
died at Kansas City, on Kovember I I ,  1891. 

HESRY DAVIS. 

Henry Davis. a farmer of Vance town- 
ship, Vermilion county. was born in this 
county May 5. 1841. a son of lvilliam Davis. 
one of the pioneer settlers of Vermilion coun- 
ty. The latter was a native of Ohio and de- 
scended from Scotch-Irish ancestry. He be- 
came a large lando~vner of Vermilion coun- 
ty. having tn-o thor~sand acres. He married 
Elizabeth Hayes. a native of Ohio and to 
them were born ten children. Henry being 
the fourth in order of birth. 

Henry Davis received his education in an 
old log schoolho~~se and remained at home 
until twenty-two years of age. He was mar- 
ried on the 24th of December. 1863. to Riliss 
Kancy Cox, who died October 24, 1874. 
H e  was married a second time to Rebecca E. 
Raird. on the 7th of Septembr. 1875. Three 
children were bbrn to them : Fred L., Grace 
Elizabeth and Sarah Mabel. Mrs. Rebecca 
E. (Baird) Davis died J~lly 18, 1583. Mr. 
Davis was again married April 5 ,  1881. to 
Miss &I. Belle Pemberton. 

Mr. Davis has al~vaj-s engaged in farm- 
ing with exception of one year spent in the 
grocery trade at Fairmount and has always 
taken an active interest in stock-raising in 
connection with general farming. Politic- 
ally he is a Democrat and has served as high- 
way commissioner many years and as school 
director. For several years he was presi- 
dent of the Vermilion County Agricultural 
and Mechanical Association. He also served 
as a member of the board of directors of 
the Fair Association and as crop reporter 
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for the agricultural department at  Spring- 
field. H e  was a rnember'of the Democratic 
Central Committee for years and active in 
church work, both he and his wife being 
members of the Baptist church. 

hIURRy J. BUTTERFIELD. 

Since 1880 Mr. Butterfield has been 
identified with industrial interests of Dan- 
d l e .  Many important con tracts hat-e been 
awarded him and his skill and enterprise 
have gained for him a leading position 
among representative and successful business 
men of this -place. 

Mr. Batterfield was born in Saltsburg. 
Pennsylvania, April 12, 1850. a son of 
Clarke and Elizabeth ( Caldn-ell) Butter- 
field. The father died in 1877 at the age of 
sixty-eight years and the mother died when 
our subject \\-as only nine months old. 
leaving three children : Margaret. the wife 
of IV. S. Ray. of Iowa; Rebecca, the wife 
of Nesbett Gallagher, of Delphi, Indiana: 
and Murry J., of this review. 

No event of special importance occurrecl 
to vary the routine of life for JIurry J. 
Butterfield through his early youth. which 
was spent in Greensburg, Pennsyl-c-ania. His 
time \\;as passed in the usual manner of lads 
of that period. H e  enjoyed the pleasures 
of the play ground and performed the duties 
of the school room, purstling his education 
in Greensburg. When yet a boy he n-ent 
to Oil City. Venango countj:, Pennsylvania. 
His parents objected to his leaving home at 
so early an age and therefore to provide for 
his own support he secured work at tamping 
ties on the railroad and thus he gained the 
money with which to make his present busi- 
ness venture. ,After leaving the parental 

roof in 1865 he began learning the c m -  
ter's trade and went to lit .  Pleasant. Penn- 
sylvania. and thence to Pittsburg. remaining 
in the last place from the fall of 1869 to 1S;75. 
at  11-hich time he removed to Osceola. Penn- 
sj-11-ania. and took charge of the planing 
mill for the firm of 11-alker Brothers. be- 
ing associated with that enterprise for two 
years. On the expiration of that period he 
removed to _iltoona, Penns-lvania, and was 
emp!o!-ed in the railway shops until the 
spring of ISSO, when he came to Dan\-ille. 
Tllinois. and worked for Moore & Coy. - i t  
a later da!- he became a partner of David 
Lichliter. as a member of the firm of Butter- 
field & Lichliter. contractors and builders. 
This connection was maintained until 1586, 
when the firm dissolved partnership and Mr. 
Buttefield carried on the business for him- 
self in the'same line. In that year, ho~vever. 
he \vent to Los -4ngeles. California. where 
he remained for a time. n-orking at his trade. 
but he collcluded to locate permanently in 
Danville and returned to this city in 1888. 
In the intervening period he has prospered 
in his business undertakings. He  has se- 
curecl and esecuted sonle large contracts for 
building coal mines. elevator machines. the 
Gregg elevator. the Delong grain elevator 
and also one at Perrysville. Indiana. He  
built the Catlin mines. the Hanlmond mines 
and has also erected inany of the leading 
and fine buildings of Danville. H e  has a 
thorough knoll-ledge of the builder's art  in 
all its departments. his ski11 arising from 
practical experience and fro111 .z thorough 
understanding of the great mechanical prin- 
ciples \\-hich are close1~- connected with this 
industry. 

In 1877 occurred the marriage of Mr. 
Butterfield and Miss Lydia 11. Hugus, 1~-ho 
was born in Delmont. Pennsyh-ania. +~ugust 
4, 1846. her parents being Henry and Sarah 
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(\\'a,garnan) Hugus. one of the represent- in which they move. Merit and ability have 
ative families of that place. Her mother gained for Mr. Butterfield a creditable po- 
died in 1891, at theageof seventy-one years, sition and his influence is broadly felt in 
and she recently received the sad nenrs of industrial circles. His life has been open to 
her father's death. he having passed amray his fello\v citizens and his business methods 
at his home at Delmont, March 18, 1902, at and career will bear the closest investigation. 
the ripe old age of eighty-three years and 
ten mon-ths. Of his six children those u-ho * =  
survive him are Mrs. Butterfield, who is the 
eldest of the family: Clara J.. wife of Joseph ELI S. SPERRY. 
IVolf, of Carlisle. Pennsylvania ; Ella, a 
prominent school teacher of Greensburg, The Slxrry family was established in 
Pennsylvania; and George, who has been Sen- England at a11 early day. The paternal 
twice married. He is one of the prominent grandfather of our subject was Wallace 
citizens of Westinoreland county, Peimsyl- Sperrv. who was born in Connecticut. He 
rania, where he served as county superin- wedded Sarah Watkins, who came of an old 
tendent of schools for eight years, having family of Xaryland. In an early day the 
five hundred schools under his supervision. grandparents of our subject removed to 
He finished the common-school course n-hen Warren county, Ohio, and there Orrin 
only twelve years of age, and begail teach- Sperrjr. the father, was born September 4, 
ing when quite y o ~ ~ i l g  soon becoming a 1828, being the sixth in order of birth in 
most proficient and successful educator. the family of nine children. He was but 
Mrs. Butterfield completed her education in t~vo  years of age when his parents came to 
the public schools of Delmont. Pennsylvania, Vermilion county, Illinois, arriving in 1830 
and to-day presides with gracious dignity the family settling near Hjgginsville. He 
over her pleasant hon~e at 1121 0& street, obtained a practical education in the dis- 
Danville. trict schools and after reaching man's estate 

Mr. ancl Mrs. Butterfield ha,ye four he purchased a Mexican land warrant for 
children : Ella Myrtle, Henry H u p s ,  Sarah \yhich he paid one hundred and fifty dollars. 
Elizabeth and Slurry Clarke. Ella M. mar- Through this means he acquired one hundred 
ried 0. R. Gray. a telegraph operator for and sisty acres of land on section 20, and 
the Big Four Railroad, and they have one by thrift and good management he acquired 
child, Warren Murry Gray, named for his five hundrecl and nine acres of valuable land 
grandfather. Sara11 E. is now the wife of wI1ic11 throegh his untiring industry became 
William Meyers and has one child, Charles a most excellent farm well tiled and im- 
Meyers. Richard married Minnie Zimmer- proved. \\-it11 ,good substantial buildings, 
man and has three children. In 1901 Mr. altho~lgl~ the county was a veritable wilder- 
Butterfield erected in one of the best resi- ness when he arrived here. The surface of 
dence districts of Danville-a recent ad- the land was cut up with sloughs and ponds. 
dition on Oak street--a very handsome and He lived to see a wonderful transformation. 
attractive home in which the family now The prairie ~volves, wild turkeys, geese, 
reside. They have many friends in the city cranes and prairie chickens as well as deer 
and are highly esteemed in the social circles were all driven westward, to be replaced by 
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the domestic animals of the farm. Orrin 
Sperry passed through all of the hardships 
ancl trials of pioneer life and ah\-ays bore 
his part in -the upbuilding and development 
of  this section of the state. H e  \\-as a re- 
spected and u-orthy citizen whose name is 
inscribed upon the roll of honored pioneers. 
H e  \\-as twice married. On the 23d o i  
September. 1852. he II-edded Mary Sten-art, 
a native of Scotland and a daughter of 
IT-illiam and Cl~arlotte Ste~vart. \~-l-ho 11-it11 
their family emigrated to this county. S ine  
children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Sperry, of n-hom four reached maturity, 
namely : Eli : Emma, n-110 became the wife of 
Ii esley Smith, a son of George G. Smith; 
-4sa. deceased; and E k n .  Tlie last llanlecl 
married Libbie Sutton and after her death 
married Julia Slaughter. Tlie others of the 
family ~ v h o  have passed away ]\-ere quite 
young at the time of their death. being 
named : IT'illiam -1.. Charles F.. Clarissa J.. 
George 11. and Jessie G. On the the 30th of 
A2ug~s t ,  1853, the father u-edcled Ellen 
Cosat, a daughter of Henry ancl Sancy 
IVood, and tlie \\-idow of Perry C. Cosat. 
I .  Sperry 11-as a nian of escellellt 
qualities and genuine worth. a good 
manager in business, thrifty and enter- 

. . 
prlslng, and ever hol~orable and straight- 
for~vard. H e  was a del-oted lllenlber of the 
United Brethren church ancl in politics an 
earnest Republican. H e  passed fro111 this 
life in .August. 1893. leaving an untarnished 
name to his family. 

Eli S. Sperry \\-as born in Blount town- 
ship. --Iu.qist 14. IS 53, and was liere reared 
upon the home farm. His primary educa- 
tion. accp-zired in the district schools. was 
supplemented by several terms of stud!- in 
Green Hill Seminary of J?-arren county. 
Indiana. In the meantime he engaged in 
teaching in the district schools for two terms 

43 

and has since taught for sex-era1 terms, hold- 
ing high grade certificates. H e  was married 
December 23. IS 79. to Serelda L. Johnson, 
who 11-as born in Iroquois county, Illinois, 
Deceinber I 3.. 1835, the fourth in order of 
birth of the children of -Alfred C. and Mary 
-A. (Bodda) Tohnson. Her father 11-as born 
in Columbus. Ohio. her mother in Pennsj-I- 
1-ania. Mrs. Sperry was also educated in -the 
district sc!lools and In Green Hill Seminary 
and taught school for several terms in her 
native count!-. By her marriage she has 
become the mother of t ~ v o  daughters, Maude 
C. and l l a r v  Ethel, who are young ladies 
of superior culture and intelligence. Hav- 
ing completed the common-school course 
they are no\\- students in 11-estfield College 
of Clark countj-. Illinois. both pursuing phil- 
osophical ancl Biblical nornlal courses. They 
are able writers and both have acted as presi- 
dent of the literary society of the college and 
have had tlie honor of addressing the college 
at the time o i  its closing esercises, Maude 
having 11-ritten and deli\-ered a paper on 
"Devotion t o  purpose." and Ethel upon 
"The power o i  s!-inpathy." both addresses 
being eloque~ltly rendered. Mrs. Sperry has 
also reared her nephe~v. Paliller :I. Rush, 
whose nlotlier died ~ I - l~en  he \\-as but t ~ v o  
weeks old. gil-ing tlie baby to her sister. -11- 
though he has never been legally adopted he 
has been reared as a nlenlber of the famiry 
and is now sixteen years of age. He com- 
pleted the district school course and. leavitig 
the high school of 11-estfield in his senior 
year. he is no\\- in the freshman class in the 
11-estfield College. Mr. Sperry is acting as 
guardian for the Chapman heirs. grandchil- 
dren of Jo1111 I\-. Goodwine. 

Throughout his business career Mr. Sper- 
rq' has been engaged in general farming and 
stock-raising. and carries a good grade of 
registered shorthorns and other high grades 
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of various kinds of stock. He sells quite 
extensively to shippers. dispwsing of about 
two carloads per year. LVhen he located o c  
his present far111 on section 29. B~OLIII~ tolvll- 
ship, it was little cultivateri. He lias tiled 
the place. comprising t\vo hundred ancl forty 
acres. and Ilas macle it a very rich and pro- 
ductive tract, being I I ~ I \ -  regarded as one of 
tlie leading. progressi\-e and-practical agri- 
culturists of his commut~it!-. Both Ile and 
his wife have assisted materially in the np- 
bnilding of the cotnmmlit~- and also have 
taken active parts in pronioti~lg the cause of 
the L-nitecl Brethreu church. >[I-. S~I~I-I->- 
erected a house of worship. but it \\-as l~lon-11 
away in a tornado. His wife has k e n  1-er>- 
zealous in Sut~tlay-school work n r ~ c l  both are 
kno\t-n as earnest Christian pe~~ple. cam- 

\ wct. mancling unifunu co~~fidence arltl re:[ 
Mr. Sperry votes the Kepuhlicn~i ticket. hut 
has never lwen an aspira~lt ior otfrce. preferr- 
ing to give his time and attention to Iiis husi- 
ness aftairs u-hicl~ Iiave beer1 1lo11oraltl~- alirl 
cretli tal)ly coutluctecl atid have been the 
means of  p i n i ~ l g  for llirll desiral)le pros- 
peri tj-. 

A v 

Tlie nalile of Da\-id Benr-tl is orte ~vliicli 
was familiar to earl!- piot~eer settlers 21s \\-ell 
a s  to later (la!- resitlents of Ua~~ville.  lwcause 
he became a resident of this city ill IS:?. 
Great changes have been n-rougl-ht by time 
and tnan sitice then. There \\-as but one 
brick house in the city, a ~ i d  but few imrne 
dwellings, the niajoritj- of the ho~ues being 
log structures. at the tinre of Ilis arrival. 

blr. Beard was a native of Ireland. h3r11 
in 1821. His parents. _Tohti and Ellat Beard. 
were like\\-ise natives of the E~nerald isle. 
where they spent their entire lives. the father 

devoting his energies to agricultural yur- 
suits. -4 co~n~non-school education was 
afiortletl to our subject in the lar~d of his 
I~irtli, and under the parental roof he \\-as 
renretl. In 184 j lie was urlited in marriage, 
in Irelanti, to 3Iiss Mar?- Graham. a natii-e 
of Count\- F e r ~ ~ ~ a t ~ a g l ~ .  Ireland, born on the 
Aith of --lug-tlst. 1826. Her  parents were 
Jo111l ant1 -\nn (JIcCse) Graha11-h. both born 
in Ireland where the\- liver1 until called to the 
l io~~ie  be~-ond. Her father de\-otetl his ener- 
gies to ngricultuml pursuits ant-1 to tlie mill- 
ing I)usi~less. a11c1 harl \-aluable busirless in- 
terests there. o \ \ -n i~~g  a very large farm and 
ol>erntinp t\vo gristnlills. The marriage of 
1Ir. 2nd 1Irs. Benrtl was blesseel \\-it11 tu-o 
cliiltli-eti : -\lag-gie. n-110 \\-as bonl in Rrcxk- 
lvn. Se\\- \-ark. and is no\\- the wife ot' 1Ir. 
Geeler. n resident of Danl-ille: ancl Jcd-hti. 
\\-llo is also n native of Brookl!-11 nncl \vns 
mnrriecl in this city tc3 l l iss  Hattie Myers. 
Tl~e\- ha\-e a Ieautiful home at St). 415 
Sontl~ str-cut i r l  Ilnni-ille ant1 ;\[I-. Geartl is 
OIIC of 11le leadills contractors a~itl  bnilclers 
o i  this city. n11t1 a 1-er~- prc>n-hine~it arltl in- 
tluetltial 1ilan. He lias been ~~la!.c>r c't' L3n11- 
1-ille t 'c~r-  tn.0 ter- is ant1 11aa taken an active 
pnrt i ~ i  p111)lic nffr~irs. \vIiich have llnd nlnrked 
ir~drret~ce irpnri tlie (lei-elopment n ~ l t l  l>rcyress 
of tiiis city. I-Ie~~ored and respected by all. 
lie \\-ell tleqer-\-es public recoglitioi~ 11-liich hns 
come to Ili~n ill 311 oliicial \\-a?-. 

Ik\- i t1 Ectard of this revie~v \\-as the otdv 
~li t t~i~her of the t'atlier's famill- that ever came 
t ~ >  .\n~erica. In 184s. accompanied 1):- his 
yonlig wife. he sailer1 for the new \\-nrld. the 
i-essel on ivliicl~ the\- tcwk passage dropping 
a11d1or in the harlwr of Sew S'ork cit~- after 
n 1-oyage of five weeks. He sailed IIarch 
2 ; .  nntl lnnciecl Ma!- 2. There he \\-as e n -  
plnyed as 3 laiwrer for a time and he aiter- 
ward acted as a clerk in stores in Sen-  1-ork 
and in Brookljn, being thus engaged for six 
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years. On the expiration of that period he considerable valuable property in Danville, 
came direct to Danville and was among its including a general mercantile store. a 
first settlers. Here he secured work as a butcher shop on South street. two residences 
laborer in the stone quarry and soon after- on Jackson street. a residence on Green street 
ward he purcl~ased a half interest in the busi- and also other 1-aluable realty -1-hich returns 
ness. and it \\-\-as not long before he o\\-necl to her a good income and supplies her with 
the ivhole plant. He furnished the stone all of the comforts and many of the luxuries 
and assisted in the erection of many of the of life. \ 

principal stone business blocks and resi- ++= 
dences here. building many of the fine homes 
which now belong to the bankers a i d  other J. ]I-. 11 ILLER. 
men of wealth of Danville. His business 
was prosecuted energeticall\- and success- J. 11-. 1Iiller. \vho is serving as mayor of 
fully until 1864. when his health began to iail Side11 and is a business Inan of prominence, 
a i ~ d  with the hnndsoine competence that he has through allnost one-third of a century 
had nccluired throug11 his enterprising efforts lived in this portion of Illinois. H e  is a na- 
he retired from business life and during the tive of the neighboring state of Indiana. his 
last twenty years of his earthly esistence he birth ha\-ing occurred in 1Iontgomery coun- 
was not associatecl \\-it11 any business under- t~- ,  on the I j th of -April, ISAS. His father, 
taking save the super\-ision of his ill\-est- -Abraham Miller, \\-as born in 1799. in Ken- 
ments. tuck!-. and was a so11 of Joseph 3Iiller. an  

l l r .  Beard was never an office seeker. but early settler of that state. Reared to man- 
~ v a s  a stanch Detnocrat in politics and al- hood there. -\braham lliller \\-as married in 
ways cast his ballot for the men and measures Kentuck!- and later removed to Indiana, 
of that party. He held inembership in the settling in lIontgonier!- count!- atnong its 
Catholic church. to ~vhich is wife also be- earl\- settlers. i\-110 laid the foundatioil for 
longs. anc! was very generous in support of its later dex-elopnlent and progress. He 
the cause. H e  gained a \vide acquai~~tance cleared a tract of land and opened up a farm, 
in Dan\-ille. \\-here he was hi,st~l!- esteelmed making it a good propertx-. There he lost - 
l~ecause of his straightfor\vardrless in busi- his first n-ife later he lllarried AIiss &ry 
ness. his reliability in citizenship and his Jane Briggs. a natil-e of the Hoosier state. 
devotion to his famil\- and friends. H e  de- Subsequentl\- he remoi-ed to Tipyecanoe 
parted this life July 7. 1883. respected b!- all count!-. Indiana. and after\\-ard to 11-arren 
\\-ho kneiv him. H e  had been coilnected with county. that state. \\-here he remained for 
the city from pioneer times and as Dan\-ille some years. H e  nest came to Illinois in 
grew and expanded he ever maintained his compan!- with his son. J. \I-. Miller of this 
place in the ranks of the leading nlen n-ho revieu-. arriving in the year 187'. Here he 
\\-ere devoted to the general good and n-110 spent his remaining da\-s, but he \\-as not 
a~vaker! uniform esteem and confidence by long pernlitted to enjoy his new honte. his 
lives of uprightness and honesty. Like her death occurring in 187;;. \vhe~t he Ivas sev- 
husband Mrs. Beard is a devoted Catholic. enty-four -ears  of age. His son. J. W- 
She finds a pleasant home 11-ith her son at >filler. cared f(3r him throughout his declin- 

KO. 41 j South street and she is the on-ner ofin \-ears. thus repa!-ing him for the parental 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



-1056 THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 
- 

avention 11-hich he had received in his youth. 
The mother of our subject died in Indiana, 
when the son was a child of two years, pass- 
ing away in 1850. 

J. JV. Miller was reared to manhood in 
Warren county-, Indiana, enjoying but few 
privileges in his gout11 for his boyhood \\-as a 
period of toil. His educational privileges 
were meager and when a mere lad of thirteen 
years he began labor as a farm hand by the 
month, giving his earnings for the support of 
his father and the fanlily. H e  k ~ s  employed 
by the month for about fourteen years in 
Warren and Tippecanoe counties, remaining 
in the service of one man on the old Cherry 
farm in Tippecanoe county seven years. 
This fact certainly indicates how faithful he 
was to duty and that he enjoyed the confi- 
dence of his employer to an unusal degree. 

In 1870 Mr. Miller came to Illinois, lo- 
cating in Vermilion county and here 
through the succeeding fall and \vinter he 
worked upon a farm. H e  was married here 
on the 19th of December, r 871, to Miss Re- 
becca Marsh, 11-110 w-as born and reared in 
this county, a daughter of Joseph IIarsh, 
one of the first settlers here. Her father \\-as 
a most loyal and patriotic citizen and served 
his country faithfully in the 3lexican war 
and also in the war of the Rebellion. 

-After his marriage 1Mr. Miller returned 
to Indiana,  rotk king a farm on shares in 
Warren county for one year. In February, 
1872, ho\vever, he again came to Illinois and 
rented a farm near Fairmount. For five 
years he continued to operate this land and 
then made his first purchase, becoming the 
o ~ \ ~ n e r  o i  forty-three acres near Georgetown. 
No improvements had been made upon that 
place, but he built a small house and began 
to f a r n ~  his property. He also rented other 
land adjacent to his own home and subse- 
quently he sold his first farm and bought a 

tract of eighty acres on which some improve- 
ments had been made. Taking up his abode 
there he continued its cultivation for seven 
years. This he sold and bought one hun- 
dred and sixty acres in Sidell to~vnship, six 
miles from the town of Sidell. On this place 
were b~zt very fen- improvements. He  built 
a good house and fenced and tiled the farm. 
He also erected a substantial barn and out- 
builclings and for six years s~~ccessful l~  car- 
ried on farming at that place. H e  afterward 
purchased one hundred and fifty-eight acres 
adjoining Sidell on the south and there he 
erected an attractive residence and commodi- 
ous barns and made other substantial im- 
pro\-ements. which constitute this a valuable 
farm. The year after locating on this prQp- 
erty he sold the old home place and contin- 
ued to cultivate and improve his place ad- 
joining Sideli until 1900, when he disposed 
of this, althougl~ he maintained possession 
for another year. He  then bought a resi- 
dence in the village, where he has since made 
his home. Not only has he successfully car- 
ried on cultivation of crops but since 1875 
he has macle a busi~less of buying, selling and 
shipping horses and mules. follon-ing that 
for tn-enty years. He  afterward begin 
breeding and dealing in standard bred horses 
and he has shipped many fine horses and 
macle estensive sales. Some years ago he 
established a grocery business in Sidell, car- 
rying on that enterprise wit11 success for five 
years. In 1888 he began dealing in farm 
implements and machines and in connection 
with this line he also handles b~~ggies  and 
11-agons. He  has built up a good trade anti 
has gained an excellent reputation for fair 
dealing. His sales are now quite esteasive 
and as an enterpising merchant Mr. Miller 
is well known. H e  was also one of the pro- 
moters of the Sidell Building and Loan As- 
sociation, served as its president for nine 
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years and is now its vice president. The 
home of Mr. and Ah-s. Miller \\-as blessed 
with s i s  children. four of whom are yet liv- 
ing : Eddie L.. Claude T., Clemma and -Ada 
>lay. Mr. Miller lost his first wife in Sep- 
tember, 1890. and she was laid to  rest in In- 
dianola cemetery amid the deep regret of her 
many friends. In  October. I S ~ I ,  Mr. Mil- 
ler was joined in u-edlock to  Fannie l{. 
Ilichener. who was born in this county and 
is a daughter of \V. 11'. 3Iichener. one of the 
early settlers here. There are three children 
l ~ y  this union : 3Iildred. Russell and 
Genevieve. 

Politically 1Ir. lliliei svas iormerlv iden- 
tified with the Democratic party. but for 
some years has given his support to the Pro- 
hihition party and cast the first Prohibition 
vote i : ~  Sidell ton-nship. He is the first Pro- 
hibition mayor ever in the town and is prol-- 
in= a most capable officer, although he has 
never been an office seeker, content to do his 
duty as a private citizen. H e  is a member 
of the Ilethoclist Episcopal church and one 
of its earnest and effective workers. while 
for some years he served as superintendent 
of the Sunday-school. Socially he is identi- 
fied \\-it11 the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lo~vs and the Modern \Voodmen of ,\tnerica 
ancl was chairman of the building committee 
under whose direction the Odd Fello~vs hall 
was erected. H e  built the second house in 
Siclell. and has labored effectil-ely for the 
material upbuilding and improl-ement of this 
place and for the entire county. H e  aided 
in del-eloping three farms here and his 11-ork 
has been effective and far-reaching. H e  is 
incteecl a public spirited and progressive citi- 
zen and his name is now on the roll of those 
who have been forenlost in promoting the 
public activity of this section of the state. 
H e  on-ns three brick houses in Sidell. has 
built tn-o good business blocks there. -4 man 

of tried integrity and worth his 11-ord is a s  
good as an?- bond and he is most faithful in 
meeting any obligation o r  fulfilling the terms 
of a contract. It is said that if J. \I-. Miller 
enters into an agreement he never fails in 
the fulfillment of his part of it, but al\\-ays 
stands honorably by his position. H e  is a 
representative man of strong purpose. known 
and honored by all with whom he comes in 
contact. 

A -+- 
- .  

l1ason 31- 11-right \!-as born December 
I j. 1832. in 11-ilmington. Ohio. a son of 
Potter and Teressa 11-right. His father, 
a native of Rllode Island, 11-ent to Ohio a t  
an early day. By trade he ~vas  a mill\vright 
and follo~ved that business tllrougllout his 
entire career. There the gerater part of his 
family remained. living in that locality for 
years. as prominent and influential inenlhers 
of the cornmunit?-. 'There \\-ere five brothers 
and one sister in the famil!-. including 
George \\-right. of Chicago. Those deceased 
are : Horatio. 1Iason 11.. Horace. James. 
Heiirj- and CJ-nthia. The famil!- \\-ere of 
the Episcopalian faith. The father died be- 
fore the illarriage o i  our subject. xnc! his 
n~other. sun-iving her husband for a number - 
of years. has also passed away. both cleyart- 
ing this life in \\-orthington. Ohio. \\-here 
they were married. 

l lason 11. \\-right renlained upon the 
home farnl until t~vent>--one or  t\vent?--two 
\-ears of age and then \vent to Soblesl-ille. 
Here he engaged in merchandising for a fen- 
years and from Soblesville he 11-eilt to Mar!-s- 
1-ille. Illinois. continuing there for some years. 
His nest place of residence \\-as Higginsl-ille, 
where he remained for some time a i d  then 
selling his propert)- and the dry-goods busi- 
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